ANAAHYTE ANEAHÞOR += | 
The Faſtning of | [! 
St. PETRRS FETTERS. 
By.S-E'V E'N'Links, or Propofitions, 
OR, 
TheEfficacy and Extent of the Solemn: 


League and Covenant aſſerted. and vindi- 

cated ,. againſt 

The Doubts and Scruples of Dc. Jobs Gauden's. 

Anonwymone DQueſtioniſt, 
Se, Peters Bonds. not 'only looſed?, but annihilated by: 
Mr. John R uſſel, by ohn Ganden, D. D: 
The-League Illegal , falſly fathered'on.Dr, Daniel! ' Featley :- 

AND THE 


Reaſons of the Univerſity of Oxford for not taking (now pleaded: 
re diſcharge the —_ of Solemn League Sg (cow pie 


By Zech. Crofion, Miniſter of the Goſpel at. 
S, Botolphs Algate; [. oxpon. 


Jer. 3 Ig. Ye were now turn:d, and bad don right in my fght» and ye bad | 
made a Covenant b:fore m2 in the Houſe which is called by my Nam. 


Ver, 16. But ye tu:1:d, an1 polluted my Name, 

Ver. 18, 20.. 1 will give th: m'n that bave tranſgreſſed my Covenant , which 
bave not p:rfo-med ths wo 'ds of the Coven mt which they made before me, I; 
will even give them into the band of their enemies. 


Error cui non refiſtirur approbatur, & vericas quz non defenditur opprimitur; - 
neghtgae quiapocam palllsdrmatbene perverſos, nihil eſt aliud qyam fove- 
rey nec caret ſcrupulo .ſocieratis occultz qyi manifcſto facinori cum pore: 
defiic obviare. Innacent, 


Londen, Printed' for b Smith; at the ſign of the. 
. Biblein C-rxbil, near the Royal Exchange, 1160, 


The Epiſtle to the READER. 


Conrteons Reader , 
RF A n0t inſenſible that the (ubjeft matter of 
my theſe papers, and the ſeaſon of their publi- 
cation, may expoſe them and their Author 
*to the cenſure of the Committee of Diſcre- 
' ton which if they do,1 cannot but let thee 


ECTERSSS 1p, this will not be the firſt time I have 
fallen nnder their corr@tion: For, ſuch was my loyalty to 
the Kings Majeſty in Hisate unjuſt exile, and the cogency 
of the Covenant on my conſcience, that my preached 
Sermons, and printed Papers, mere very frequently under 
the examination of this Committee , conſtituted not onely of 
envious enemies, ( deſirows to diſcever in me 4 raſhnef 
-mhich might prove my ruine) but alſo my trembling friends, 
and timerous brethrerin the Miniſtry , who thought any 
who ſtept before them in duty , thruſt themſelves into preſent 
dangers and y:t no judgment could bop againſt me ſave one- 
lythis, The tate of affairs might have made him more 
politick; -byt that it « trath he pake, and a Miniſters duty 
to ſpeak, it could never bt denied, 

I preſame,men to whorft I am in any meaſure known, will 
| mot judge me ſuch afool as not to diſcern the current of the 
times, colntenauce of the Conrt ,clamors of the Countrey,con- 
tradifions of rifine perſons in the Church &-Communnealth 
to what i heremn aſſerted; the compliance and connivance of 
man) my brethren in the Miniſtry under the [ame Oath hereiw 
vindicated ; and the cooled courage of the firſt Compoſers, 

earneft Inſtigators, and zcalons Promoters of the Solemn 
4 2 League 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
Teague and Covenant: and that indiſfenting from them,and 
oppoſing my private apprehenſions to their more prudent affe- 

#ions, 1 muſt needs expoſe my ſelf to the reproach of ſingu- 

larity, inconſiderate heat, peeviſhneſs of ſpirit, and.contratt on 

my-ſelf the frowns of men in power, and frettings of my coms- 

plying brethren, and fellow- confederates, and fail the expetta- 
trons of my own preferment, which my courage and conſtancy 
for His Majefties juſt intereſt inthe worſt of oppreſſing times, 

and utmoſt of oppoſition { wherein many." who now wvilifie the 

Covenant, durſt not ſpeak, nay did bilely comply and promiſe, 

£0 be true and faithtul to the Common- wealth of . Zx- 

elandas it was theneſtabliſhed without a King and Houſe. 
of-Lords) had h:ightned in both my friends and foes ; againſt 

which, when I reaſon with fleſh angyplood ,; . and conſult a 
Proud heart within, and numerous funmuly without me , I find 

(ufficient Arguments (.according to the diitates of. nature ) 
todetermine folly againſt my. ſelf, but Thope I bavenot (0 

learned Chriſt, . 

True piety doth ſuggeſt-and convince me, that wiſdom to- 
wards God,is folly to the world; and. the Watchmans pru- 
dence # toprovlaim an approaching evil, "_—_ at 4 diſtance, 
capable of drverſion, and eſcape; and that the moſt wiſe of | 
Gods Miniſters in all ages, judged it their duty to oppoſe 
Gods. Word te wens prevailing tuft, and preſent propenſi- 
ty.unto'wickedneſs - Elijah-like to.ſtand alone, and ſpeak 
the mind of God, when for [o doing they may be branded 2s the 
troublers of Iſrael. when indeedtheir fin, not the preachers 
 ſpeach, doth canſe the commotion; with Micaiah to denounce 
the danger of ,Ahabs deſign, thaweh 400 Prophets encourage 
it) and Kine, and the Court enclinetait : andmith Jeremi- 
ah, to.ſaytothe King, Keep:thy Oath,and thou ſhalt be de- 
livered, . when Princes: and Prophets perſwade the breach 
thereof, and himſelf muſt down into the Dungeon as a prea- 
cher of ſedition : . Few men will deny , that Roger Bacon 
JUS Þ 


TheEpiftletothe Render, 


ibis plain preachins ro King Henry 3, that if he did nor. 


remove his maltgnant coanſellors, Peter Biſhop of Win- 
chefter, and Petit 4+ Rivallis , he could never beat quier, 
played a wiſer' part than diathe Bifhop-, -who; to- pleaſe the 
_ humor ,'preached up the'\Kings- prerogative to ſuch a 
pitch\,as brought himſelf under an Anathema; from which' he 
was forced to-appeal to Rome for relief : And all good Prote- 
ſtarts will conclude Cranmer, was mu ch wiſer in alone-with+ 
ftanding King,Conncil: Parliamtnt;Lords temporal '& fpiri- 


mdl.zn the'caſe of K/Henry 8.4% (ix Popith Articles,than 
in that Coitnt-compliance which cauſed that doleful complaint 


in the mid(t of the fire, This my unworthy right hand, 
Magnanimity is 4 vertue« not the leaſt neceſſary to a 
man, but moſt neceſſary tp a Chriſtian ,; and moſt of all 19-4 
Miniſter,who ſhould like his Steeple ſtand in all forms(yaiſ- 
edunder, and bythe variations of. human affairs ) and not 


like the Weather- cock turn with every. wind,. © Tam aſhamed 
to think with what _ ſome aſſerted the Obligation-'of 


the Covenant i reference to:Religion whenebocivilipare 

thereof was clouded and broken ; and now would indicate the 
civil part thereof whilſt Religion w ſpetrally concerned: Like 

wiſe Archers.level at the mark becauſe of ſpettators obJerua- 

tion,but reſolve to ſhoot fair andfaroff ; whilft others wholly 
couch it,areready to caſt it off, or by falſe gloſſes;, and frive- 

loust etations evade it ; and ly ow't0: rharn others | 
: into.the ſame ſilence; Thad almoſt ſaidfin,”” - 001 


It is worth remembrance;that Religionand its Reforma-- 
rion never was nor muſt. now-be expected, to be the reſulr of 
-anordinary meaſure ofrefolution - .7t « peedleſſe to recite 


_ the beldnefsof the Apoltlesand Primitive Fathers againſt 
the Heli fl of the Pagans; Alexander aydAthanaſius 


' that ThhBoror * aanduicy: againſt the Arrian Empire in promo-- 
ting and. defending the true Religion: or Wicklift, Hus,, 
Luther, and others , in the firſt reformation; - andthe * 
£087 © 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader: 

ronflidts of Englands Non-contormiſts againſt the remaiy- 
ders of corruption, and Romiſh Reliques in our Charch , »xtg 

2 Solemn C ovenant for their extirpation, 
Zeal, courage, and conſtancy ſuitnot any att ſo well xs 
che aſſerting the Obligation of a Sacred Oath , ro which 
King and Kingdom are the ſabjedts , andof which God is 
ObjeR and Avenger: [o that in hanc arenam deſcendere, 
10 enter 4. contreverſie in defence thereof is pro aris & 
focis certare , to fight for God and our Country, that the one 
be not diſhognoured, or the other deſtroyed by perjury, Dr. 
Sanderſofs notes courage 4s a neceſſary Bar to the ſwearing of 
ve juram. pret. a forced Oath I ams [are it 13:-mwch more ſuch to the break. 
4SeA. 14-p1. ing Of it when ſwornyhe makes #t eſſential topiety,Viro torti, 
_ id cft pio, pius enim eſſe nequut qui non eſt tortis, To hime 
7 moſt needs (ubſcribe, whilſt Solomon ſeems to have been 
hs Dictator , The righteons are bold as a Lion , 6#t the 
ſugeard cricth, There isa Lion in the way; and fools wais 
wind and weather to the loſing ſeed-time and harveſt, 7 
deny not wiſdom to watch and wait opportunity of attian , bat 
that general diſtaſte, and diſſent, direct contradiction, or de- 
cared inhibition of ſome , inke-warn declention of others , 


danger and difficulty nuto au I of effett , ſhould 


demmerre to « ve dety ( ſe 4s is miniſterial exattion 
of the 0th of God) « plain folly, and to divert it « praedo- 
aninate iniquity:obdubia quz ſe offerugt nemo bene fa- 


ciendo ceſlare debeat,sr 4 Diuine.rule, moſt fit for Divines 
Cictro de Offi- 10 prattice in religious difobarges.  \Regulus i no little re- 
Gis-(1b.3.$.404 nounted for hs f lity to his forced Oath , Cum. vigilaado 
aecabatur, erat in meliore cauſa quam {i domi ſenex cap- 
tivus perjurns & conſulatis remaniflet; And we-thinks the 
a dying profesfion of Mr. Chriſtopher Love, in referexce to 
Scagold, F515 very Covenant , I had ratherdie a-Covenant-keeper 
than live a Covenant-breaker, ſbould yet have ſome influ- 
ence on London-Minifters, | 


Let 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


Let men cont me fool and firebrand A what they pleaſe, 
__—_ is _—_— ty mar on high bY Fs muſt tell 
zee, 4s no perſma my [rt threats s, 
oft, dan ah ken? Ap of brethren, ___ - 
ſtrain ; He Sor in the chvil part Covenant which cox- 
cerned welarsſo 1 cannet but fp hc wh the religious part of 
#,which concerneth God and Fl Church, the things there- 
in ſworn to be extirpated ,” being eencrally evil ; andthe 
I viz, ) Epiſcopacy (which. Smectymnus tells us [ In Anwer to the 
beſt and ve inſtitution was of giabolical occaſi+ Remonſtrane. 
_ and meer bumane, not Apoſtolical preſcriptiony a” 3* 3" 
_ edy uneffectual to its defigned end, and only-became 
to, Antichriſty]. which 7 hope none of them mill be 
0 is held ) wonely good in that particular which is 
common to other Governmems, and not dwine, Ot nece{ary, 
but within human to be diſcharged or continued. 
And in conſtience of its gran Y have this once and 
again put pen to-payer,, mhereby-, if I may doGod and. his 
Church.ghe King and Kingdom , any ſervice,l ſhalt be glad, 
or rey = mneee—\ ergo to be fognd-1n the fahion- 
of afool ; bring reſolved, in the diſcharge of ;duty', to ſeck 
dignity according to old Strato's direction, by turning my 
back-oa the ti Fro and milfs. __ 
rizing  ( t94he ; the weak ,,. x i xp 
the wicked ) unts his _ ace; for k: wt Forde 
to be blamed. Let mens (pirits be compoſed, the caſe of .con- 
ſcvence be candidly wars the bond of the Covenant be by. 


7, ont nog rea .» B00t mare Shearr 
[-uorows the —_— be ſleighted 


no ſon's made void ; bielace 
 renh Fe ph matera, evaded ; 
fatal -<fog the real of a Miniſter (bound 'to 

ſptak in Gods Name, that his anger may bi ſilent ) and love 
asd loyalty to King and. Kingdom (. ftudius of what ma { | 
profit: 
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"Tha pitt :rorh0 Read 


Profit more than Wu will conſli4in an ont-cry, ant[con- 


:ſtant call, Oh regard the Covenant; the. SolemnLeagite 
000 Covenant”! fawn 


of py pra aiſe to God, bat not of content and' full feti 
"W1 


_ Ae In of the wayals. nil yhnit, _ 


'The devyery of reſandariog vlaatnels, hf Cove 
want was male; wert matter of joy to the Church, and ground 
1 high deſirable ,cand to be rod 
toher degrees wer y and to be purſued; and 
tho x + now Want obtein upother. Pep td wes we they had, 
fur Jer,nor' 'bnly ſhort o tut intonſiſent with the __c cove. 
nanted 'or ny Heng ir wt pbetnareriathygodd { yer 
can#ot bit judge ito be# formal'evit.7 fear a breach of the 
Covenaiit, —_— we canfind « medium between petjury 
andtron-performan aptalrn') oetie chi Thr 
roGyy, 7: corel ful embraceevery deve 
not Winwphin that good which falls ſroreof"exeagenvent bn 
God ;\'Refotmation is not more joyous ,'rban he retrogra- 
dation thereof is grievous 10-2 ſerions ſpwrirs” that the child 
fick-in the birth i*dangerons ©," but its retwrs imio the worgh 
at prey afent \u hazar opryermrn ora 

ation ih milltivife or aſd ſtant "but prov and 
utmoſt diligence for delivery, I trembleto wart ryoſucn 


yer become of the-Reformed Chirchesy if Englnts reforms 


1101 after fo tops amvl fad wiravel beets 
rs off het 7 ral fad 


hofi'Splemwbeagutand Cove: 
nant nt wot ads apr Callthdrianac- 


commodatioh,imts) tandsPrelates could not cudyel 
I a 4; when-ſacred Oath. zre comcerved ty be 


ery ; Stare flyargeensd ro es ay 

pr few (ef nic folaid afeired bayed mov RN? 
r1deps wh ina boa whych _—_ ev 
* Pars yo! fr righrens wvbexs phe of rout we 

whit ws wa; het ter narican T\ 

"ive minors hae ers; Crammaticabe afro 

find, 


# *% - 


TheEpiſtle to the Reader, 
find, or rather fancyſtarting-holes in thi ſtridteft and p/i'1:ji 
-bonds, Proteus- like, turning any thing into any ſhaps, thereby 
-thinking to'ſpeak the weakneſs of *an Oath,: they ſhew them- 
ſelves netortouſly wiektd, Oo ONO Oe | 


—— —— Mille adde catenas, 
E Fugiet tamen hec (celeratus vi icula Protens, 


But the words of this "Covenant are plain and clear tmevery 
common capacity; and in'no part moreclear than 'in that un- 
der preſent controverſie (viz) Reto mation of Religion, 
wherein the Word of God is made the lanthorn to dirett our 
courſe ; and beſt Reformed Churches our lanch:d boighs to 
deteft our dmgers in every time of Doubt : 11 the gvils tobe 
removed, that which might occaſion the greateſt doubt, is made 
moſt plain by the deſcription of the objett and denomination of 
the aeF, The Objx& &« expreſſedby aterm Prelacy , thongh 
general in its ſignification, yet by long and common appropri- 
ation, 4s obvious to vulgar capacity to denote aſpecial kind of 
government inthe Church , as tyranny 1n reference tothe 
Common=-wealth: Tet it is reftrained by a wore particular de- 
nomination Hierarchy, holy government by the 'order of holy 
high Prieſthood ( as ſome , fancy) and ſpecifical deſcripti- 
ou by its enumerated ſubſtantial parts, Axchbiſhops, Biſhops, 
'Deans, Deans and Chapters, in which it formally exiſted, 
-and [eparable adjnnit#s, Commiſiaries, Chancellors, and 
. other Officers depending thereupon, ſo that theſe not in 
ſenſu compolito (that the removal of any one Officer night 
he ) but complexo, the Government condining all or any 
th:ſe,s the objetF ſworne againſt, appears to every unpre- 
Judiced Reader : and ſo it ſquares withthe AC expreſſed by 
the moſt |; __ word which could be deviſed, vis Extir- 
pate; which certainly every ordinary reader knoweth to a- 
mount unto more than mutation, (by diſmembring ſome ſepe: 
| 5 4 


Hor. li5.2, ©4- 
Ir. 3. 
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The: Epiſtle «9 the Reader, 
rable adjuntts thereapon dependent , as Commiſlaries vr 
Chancellors, or bs linnicadon and regulation , which yet 
wakes the Biſhops holy hands . Sane toall as of confirma- 
tion of Catechumenifts, or Ordination of Miziſters , or Ju- 
riſdiction in theChyrch,though there be newer ſo manygrave, 
learned , and pious | resbytcrs and Paſtors: a few va whom 
may be his Lorcſhips Council , without any intrinſecal au- 
thority in themſelves and without him, whilſt all men know to 
extitpate ſignifieth, una cum ſtirpe evellere, to pluck wp by 
the very root, In this your if the words of the Oath were nat 
ſufficiently clear,and the Lawyers rule,Lex cutrit cum praxi, 
* Biſhop Hall. anay point as t0 4 Comment,The Petition oppoſed by the*Re- 
moaſtrant, defended by Smeymauus, preſented tothe Par- 
liament,the debates,many ſpeeches axd reſolves in the Hou- 
ſes which preceded and produced the advice of the Aſſembly 
of Divines , Ordinances of Parliament , azd Oath of His 
moſt Sacred Majeſty as King of Great Britain, 1 perſuit of 
the Covenant which enſured ey the ſwearing the ſame , hath 
written this [enſe in ſuch legible Charatters, that all mayrun 
and read it, And although 1 would not require any thing more, 
Lcan take nothing leſſe ( becanſe God alloweth no abatements 
inan Oath) than what hath been ſworn, though it ſhould ap- 
pear good and profitable, but not neceſ[ary., neceſſitate pre- 
cept diviai. WL | Laker or ful of fromthe 
However hers ma e and faulter , 97 fall off from th, 
Covenant , 1 muſt b/ the afſerters r Aux Presbyterial Go- 
vernment, that if th:y have no con{Cience , they arehedoed 
Reaſons of oe ##8t0 the obſervance of it on the account of Credit: for the U- 
preſent judg--iverfityof Oxford (as with them combin'd to their reproach) 
wo "Swag from the Feſuites and Seftaries , hath charged it to be their 
0+ford , con- Property, to ſwear one thing in their words, and in their 
—_— the own ſenſe to mean another ;- to invent Oaths and Cove- 
Beapue and Ants for the Kingdom, diſpence vviththem vyhea th 


Covenant. pleaſe; (wearand torſwear,as:the wind carneth,like a g 
Se. 7 þr 21 | ly, 


' The Epiſtle torheReader, 
Pregbyter : 1whieb if any of theme will dave t wovifte”, th 
all give me leave to mogrn alone for their iniquity: for Gb, 
Gods grace) my ſoul ſhall not enter upto the. ſecrets of an Art jo 
finful and ſhameful before God and mer , but ſtudy that Rv 
Be vvile as Serpents, but innocent as Doves, *- 


» 


Courteous Reader, 1 have held thee too long in the threſhold, 
1 ſhall ftay thee no longer ſave to tell thee , if in any thing 1 
ſeem indiſcreet, it is in venturing ſomething of Anſwer tothe 
Reaſons of the Univerſity of Oxtord ( which every ſimple 
Anti-covenanter, and (currilons Pamphleter (not able by the 
leaſt Caſuiſtical conſideration to diſcharge the Covenant ) do 
revive, and run into as the Gordian knot , never to be looſed y 
and to which my Antagoniſt.Dr; Gauden ( beaten out of hs 
own Divinity) doth retreat as to his impregnable Caſtle of 
confidence) which may indeed ſavour ſomething of arrogancy, 
in any ſingle opponent , by whoſe ovet-matched weakneſſe the 
cauſe may offs : Give me leave totell thee , the dread hereef 
hath (mathered in ſilence what is now drawn out by the reputa- 
tion of unanſvverable Reaſons they have received amongſt 
the enemies of the Covenant, 1 cannot live by an implicit 
faith, but in acaſe of conſcience muſt examine the conſidera- 
tions of the moſt learned Society, General Councils are more 
authoritative and authentick than any ſingle Univerſity; yet 
they have erred, and their errors have been detefted by ſingle 
perſons. And how fooliſh forever I may ſeem, I have ſo much 
wit 4s 10 know , Timidi & ignavi nunquam erigent Tro- 
pheaum, Honor attends not Daſtards, And 484mm; Frophun- 
um ferre me a forti viro pulchrum eſt;ſ{in autem 8& vincar, 
vinci a tali nullum eſt probrum, 7t is an honor to Scander- 
beg to beat, not any ſhame to be beaten by the numerons Turks : 
If I be vanquiſhed by their mere learned pens, it can b: to 
me no diſgrace , nor to truth any great dammage , whilſt 
wy being over-poured in [0 = a cauſe, will engage 
B 2 wore 
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amore able men , ( who have any zeal for ,. or conſcience. 
the Oath of God which lieth on us, our King, and Kingdom) 
to appear for the relief} and defence thereof + In expe- 
cation of. which , 1 caſt my, ſelf. on'jhy-candor and 
ingenuity, bafhp 5- 


Zach, Crofton; 


5.4 Wo 9 2x WW bk yy = Y 7 og 
ANAAHYIE ANEAHSOH; 
The Faſtning of St Peter's Fetters, 

OR, 


The Solemn League and Covenant, 


and its Conſcience-binding. Power f* 


Aſſerted and Vindicated ,. &c, 
in an Epiſtle to the Right Worlhip- 
ful Sir Lawrea'e Bromfield Knight » 
and Colonelin LONDON. 


The PREFACE. 


Kight Worſbipfu , n | 
nas F ( without ſuſpntion of blaſphemy {-n | irce» 
oa verence towards Sacred men and Sacred writ) 
Sax I may purſue Dr. John Gauden's Metaphor, I 
cannot bur rell you, mens prophane .neg/ett 
SILLY 4nd comtempt of the Covenant did not a lictle 
Fx perplex me; bur” that Solemn and Sacred 
| —_— (,; ſhould be deemed Sr. Peters Bonds; 
and that Proteſtant Divines (dreaming of an Apoſtolical Priori- 
y ) ſhould by Popiſh Arguments atrempr his Rekeaſe ro tie 
e-eſtabliſhment of the Papatum alterins mundi ( as it was, is, 
and muſt be owned) of Epiſcopacy in Lawn ſleeves , exerci 
ſing Paternal Authority over their brethren, as the peoples: 

* equals and inferiors , becauſe in black coats , did much moreaf- Dr. $:bn 62g- 
{i my ſpirir. den's Aralyfis + 
Sir, 1n ſence hereof, I did ſend out my Avalepþs after the Do-2f the Cove- 
ctors Avaly/is; and made bald tro withtand St. Peter y big Pat. Þ-17s. 

| ace, 


"Y 


x Sam. 28. 23. 


* Book ſo 
called. 


The Faſtuing of St. Peters Fetters, 


f ace, for he was to bz blame1 , and indeed condemned ( as * the 


x Kee er word in Gal. 2. 11, doth fignifie ) and broughr him back tg 


riſon (-it mult be fo eſt:em:xd ) with ſilence hearkning far 

is joyful ſonzs under Chriſt h's Mailers yoke ; and in choſe 
holy Stocks: and reſolved ſubmifſively to wait 04 God, to per. 
fe& the peace and purity of his Church 12 E-g/ard , and plead 
the quarrel of the Covenant ; but the Grati-g F:l:s of ſome 
( more willing than able ro.diſmiſs my priſoner ) have difturbed 
my reſt, CEE 

"Truly, Sir, I love St. Petey better in Bonds than in the Popeg 
Lordly Chair, and was never yet reputed a Sceptick, and there- 
fore cannot nov brook to have my Analepſis oue-run , an4 de- 
rided with an exazaanyla , a (cornfuleſcape from my due and di- 
lizent purſuit ; and therefore mult once more make bold, under 
your Worſhipfull name, to ſend this Ahimaas after Cuſhi , 
though on the ſame errand;whereunto Tam no little encouraged, 
for that the * Doubrs and Scrmples concermng the raking the $;- 
lemn League and Covenant , which are by the DoRor ( my Anrta- 
goni(t) and his Nephew Ne-body , commended ro my conſidera- 
tion , hath done me the honour to couple you with me ; and you 
the honour as totell theworld , you abide as Redfaſtin the { owe. 
ant as they found you in their firſt aſſaults. 

Noble Colonel, I will not fear to be ( in my place ) your Se- 
cond, under ſo A Enſign as is the Solemn Leagne and Cove- 
nant ; nor once doubr your courage in ſo good a cauſe , which 
I wiſh may appear in Common-Council, not Champian-Fields : 
ForSir, 


m—n—— 1s oft conte rdere verbs , 
Quam Pug nare WAN men 


SanRified words uttered from a ſound mind, may ſubdue pro- 
phaneneſs, and ſettle His Majefties Throne in Righreoxſn:[# , and 
no way diſturb the peace of cheſe roo long difirated Nations : 
rather than which, I deſire never co pur pen to paper. 

Sir, Since my anſwer to Dr.Gaudens Senſe and Solution of the 
Covenant, many Pampblecs have fiarted into the world, to rate 


aduft, and make a noiſe inthe freers, that the Vulgar may 


think ſomerhing may be {aid againſt the Covenant ; bur when. 


they 
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wy, 


* Yhe F iſfninſt of $1. Peters Fetvers, 
they cone to be con(idered , they appear like the Apples of Se- 
dew , or our- cries of affrighted women , who cry, Stop, frop , 
Held, held; buc cannot (tretch one hand whereby to hold or ftay 
eh puriyuir, RS 
* The ficit of thie was John. Rowland, a ttyht Sir Fohn Sucks , "IO 
ling in his pretended Reply to the Anonymous Anſwer tothe Do \ 11 cog 
f r, wherein, more like a Sir Johs Country Curate than Re- land's Reply: 
' fer f Foorſcray in Kent , he anſwereth all matters of moment 
as to tat or notion, as if to a Que f#:t hic ſepulrus in his Church 
yard , with 7 know not , I canzot tell, I have not read, Thave 
not th: Bock, and thelike ; meriting ro himſelf Ignotamus Mot- 
to, Per virbum Nſc.o Reſolvitr omnis queſtio, Yet he giveth: 
HM; Criftemm ( the meaneit dwarfe, bur) in his mon(trous 
eye the Goliath of the Covenanters , a moſt capical Confutati- 
on: L'ke a well-skill'd pick-pocket , writing his- name in ſuch: 
Capital Letters, that men may run and read, and ſucklings: 
Rand fi1il and gaze at them + bur throughout his whole Book: 
medlerh not wich him or h's Anſwer ,, and therefore my Re- 
joynder to-his Reply muſt be t ht of Sic Thomas CAorr to the: 
Lal Frier, 


Tu bene caviſt ne te ulla occidere poſſi; 
Litera; nam to;a oft literanulla t:bt. 


Thou tak*t good care the Letter kill thee nor,, 
Thy $kill is ſuch thou know't-not B from Box. » 
But yetin fine, by a Hocw- Pom Poſtſcripr', he conjured Mr.. 
Crofton into a Synonimy with Azonyww , and-profoundly con- : 
cluded, Anſwer one, anſwer all. | 
The next was a paper of the like amp, burmore immediate- erg 
ly direed unto me, yer not toanything of my Arguments; Thig __ affer woE 
was, The Solemyn League and Covenant diſcharged, by John Ru ns __ 
fel of Chinkford :» Bflex : This manpretends' not onely to loſer, ; 
bur to annibilate St. Peters bonds ; and for his Rrength and skiff » 
was atteſted by Foh» Gauden D:D. and yec he medlerh notwith 
one of rhaſe Arguments he pretendeth to diſcheree, bur ſtarts a 
new notion ; which, becauſeic ſo-well pleaſedthe DoRor, ſhalt: 
Chough not worth it);come in irs place 0 be confidered: 1 _ | 
9 [a1$5 
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In his Epiſtle, 


He fo calls « And with him, whoſo minds my memory, to lock well tc his * 


The Faſtuing of $1, Peters -Fettors, 


this man thanks for his good opinion of the modeFty and perfefting 
of my anſwer, wh'ch he ſaith, was onely defeRive in point of me- 
mory, for that [did nu rem:mber the Kings c-neeſſtons which 
were voted a ground of peace , were with continuance f Epiſco» 
pacy ; but by his leave I remembered it, though my Argument 
led rot to repeat it ; and though hz ſeem to torger , Iremember 
the Corcesfions -wereto ſuſpend Epi/copacr, and the Liturgy, 
and adinic Presbyrery and the D.reflory for taree years, To him 
I lay then, Ht 


T «rpe eft doftort, cum culpa redarga.t ip,um, 


himſelf inp, 8: IntelleQtuals: For, the laſt gualm: of ſadneſſe made him halt mad, 


ro rate and rave ,: That fr. Crofton hed wrged the Ligne 
de, ſaint in France, as the Preſident of the Covenam , who onely 
reſcued the Covenant from the «d:#mz of that compariſon calt 
upon it.by the NoRor , and that, by the ſame Argument which 
tamſelf grance. h, ( viz. ) That though iLe Ligne ae [ai were ſir- 
ful inthe matter , yet it was lawful enongh in the abſtrafled fo m 
of ii, Andhere alſo he rampantly braggeth , that he could p; o- 
dare an bundrcd jrecedents to ſquare with the conditions of the 
times when the Covenant was takgn ; which, conſidering the Re- 
ligion profeſſed , the Kingdoms confederared , the Retormation 
purſued , the Authority direQting it, and the like”; if he find cen 
of his hundced I will 2oto Bedlam, on condicion he lie there 
rill wiſe men diſcern the parallel. The common ouc-cry of others 
is, T he like time was never ſeen ; but this was t0e.1ſe his-mind , as 


himſelf profeſſerh. 


The Baftardy The third was the Spurious Leagve 1l-gal, falfly fathered 
of the League on Dr, Damel Featly, by the dignity of his name to deceive the 


Ulegat. 


EE 


world;but the feature of it is every way unlike a man ſo acute and 
Logical as was this Door, as is evident 1a its arguing idems p.r 
5demyinthe 8 and x 1th Arguments, generals from particulars, At- 
ument $.peg.26,its Contradifiioa to the Door, who,in his Epi- 
le. to the. Parliament , prefixed to his Dipper Dipe, denomina- 
ceth the two Houſes Beauty and Bonds , and owns the Commors 
as Legiſlators, the Lords as Execitors , and determined their 
War, Arepairing the Temple with their Swords in their —_ 
Wi-Om 
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. whom.this Book ( pretending to be written the ſame yeir with 
that EpiRle) denyeth to be any Lawfn! Authority , and deno- 
minaterh fomenters of that wnnatural civil War ; nay, it is cox- 
tradiftory to it ſelf , affirming , No pe: ple may make a Covenant in 
any caſe without the Kings conſent, 1npag. 15. Arg. 3. and yet 
aſhrmerh, that in fundry caſes apeofl: may covenant not ontly vith- 
our, but cg ainlt the conſent ani command of the King , unto which p,,, ,. 

I might add an heap of Non-ſence obſervable in it, as, That che © © 
Covenant ts not a vertue , far Ariſtotle ſaith , Virtus eft hab'itus | 

E'ettivus , page 26, This piece looking aſquint ac me, is lpaded 
with ſuch railing language , that ic ſeems to haye come from be- 
neath , and muſt be owned as Dr. Featly's Ghſb, rai'4d by the R 
circle of his Executors fancy , to clear his way' to preferment ; 
it gives us argame.ts by »umb-r, not by weight , the force of any 
ot th:mi;inche Oxford-R'aſons ( that fountain that feeds , and 
Fort that guards all exceptions againſt the Covenant.) and ſhall 
in its place b2 conſidered. Ht 3 
 Thefourch and lift Pamphler no lefſe ridicul6usthan the reft, t1,. 1... 
as ſcarce having a grain of true Religion, or a ſcruple of a Right and ſcruples 
Reaon, is the doubrs and ſcruples againſt taking th: Solemy concerning 
L-ague and Covenant , publiſhed by an a/iqnis Nemo, a manin the —_ 
th: Moon, and(o like to be re{olved by Nxpex Nurquam, but woes. 
this is uſhered intothe world at ics * new b:rcþ by the learned * Being re- 
Epiftle of Dr. Fohn Gander , and is offered tg the" confideration Princes. 
of Sir Lawrenc;: Bromfie'd, and Mr. Zacnary Crofton; and (0 

- makes the Exchaxge ring, and fireers roar with Dy. Gauden's R g- 

 plpto Mr. Criftons Anſwer about the Covenait , and (6 calls for 
tzgard, which ocherwiſe was as fie ware for the Tobacco-ſhops as 
any the reſt. FLOG F | 
« ſruly, Sir, 1 could not read this Epiftle wthout' aſtoniſh- 

ment, for that inſtead of thoſe clear, pregnant , and conſtant 

b:ams of right reaſon, and true R-ligion, which ſVineth with 
the brightneſs an4 rye. of Divin: and Human Laws ; and 
might b: th: pillars of this trmth, firm ſupport of duty, ſure 
bound: 'Ff obed ence, and ſafe repoſe f conſcience, Which te pro- 
mifed in his Analyfs, and I demanded in my Anzalepfss; he dorh 
idem 14{dem w2rbis aſſerere , affirm th2 ſame thing withont diſtin= 
tion, in the ſame terms without variation, or other demon= 
ration ; onely,( as having obtained = fancied paternal _ 
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Ry Faſ wing 0 $1,Perers Fetters, 
rs:5) he doth ſomething mort Magiſterially preſcribe the perform: 
in he CE TNEG Pa Schiſm'( which/he would have yg 
eon his word to de Presby:ery, to which DoQor Aſher would 
have reduced Epiſcopacy ): and Snp:rſt1139n , before we comſidey 
1ts obligation” againſt Epiſcopacy ; avdina grave paſlion, bran. 
derh the Coyenant{.biauſelt hath fyorp ) with the Epirhire of a 
Lawleſs unnarionsICovenant:, and izmailzethihe exators there. 
of as covetons crafty! men, engaged: in the ſacrilegions depre- 
dations of the Chnrch., and wiſtable ſows : Which car not be 
found in me : ., My 81. per. armwm will not more acquic me 
fram the one, than mySequeſirationfor aghereing to the Cove. 
lant 4 Will acquic me front; theother; -Rut dz'adderh , Cy fill 
FEY ad.iuch an one may, be., yet:wall play the fool in glory- 
ivg .in, ſuch godly ſimplicity. In this heat - be chargeth all 
Civilians. and Caſnifts with fooliſh ad fanatich; Super flition | as 
well as mad and violent $chiſm, in teaching men to avoid what 54 
good, honeſt , juſt, and lawful, becauſe of -aſuppoſed and confeſſ.d 
abuſe thereof :. Nor ſo muchas favowing Hezekjah, who demo- 
liſhed the brazen Serpent; nor Paul in bis.reſolution, never 10 eat 
FeſÞ in bes future diet, We may be aflured he will never be ſo 
ſuerſt tions or ſckiſmatical., as tocmt off his right hand, or p/uck, 
out his right eze , (;whichare 200d, honeſt, jult , lawfull mem- 
. be Re BE ey aend bim , chow rhe Lord Chriſt himſelf 
hall oh withwhat face think you can Dr. G as./e» again urge 
-gunR the Covenant: the defeft of Amtberity ,i:s ſad effe«Ets, the 
obſcurity , ambiguity, ani ſeeming diſcrepancy of the Covenant , 
for the diſcharge of irs obligation, whilk he hath been fully and 
ſoberly anſwered as to theſe things , and hath made /no Reply ? 
How 1s it that he-prefſeth forward his Epiſtofacy withour diſtin- 
Aion? and yer I have told bim.there is Papal Ep:ſcopa:y to be ex- 
tirpated, and a Presbyterial Prefodercy (pointed unto them by the 
Primate of Armagh) to be advanced. + Knoweth he not, qus {exe 
diftinguit bene gdecet > Or doth he diſdain to take truth from ſo 
meanan hand He is a Minifter, ſo. am I, though my poor 
fate , numerous family, ot wantof the Kings grace, will not al-- 

low merto'wrice D. D,- 
. Bur ſeriouſly, Sir , though Pop:ſþ do, me-thinks Protetant 
Bſhops ſhould not difdaina Reformation tn a Lacheys hand : ow 
| im 


hy Rafting of S. Peter) "Pall 
him then conſult Dr. Sanderſon De 7uramnto,” and if he Tquate 
wich, orfl differ from his Divinity, let him be huww'd, and me 
be hiſt, & compa, . I believe he would nothaveug think him'to 
ambitious of his Epiſcopal See--( ro which ſome ye I$ promo- 
red) as for it to break his Covenant), ahd brow-brar” buy” brethy<; 
and rage again(t the Oath of God with” 4 non amo tt=—— and 
being demanded a reaſon,can ſay no more than Nor p»ſiup: dice- 
re quare. Sure he is not ſo (tout a Sophiſter as to pals the premiſes, 
and ftand to the denial of the covelwſion, * If he have ery a 
Pap:l-Epiſcopal-Chair, T hope he will-nor pretetidtothe 73}ad.- 
b//ity of it, and bind our faith on his ipſe aixr.” Verity, Sit, I cat + 
not bur ſay to rhe Door , concerning his Analyſisand this Epi- 
ſtle, as Er/mu to Faber of Vienna , aa 


Az + 1 


Mente caves, ſ8 res agituy tibiſeria'; rurſus'- EO 
Fronte cares, s /ic ludis , amice Faber. © 


Whether he be proudly mad, or fooliſhly pertinacious, I will 
not judge , bur muſt yer cali onchim. © remember the Covenant, 
and conſider from whence he is fallen, and repent, He had need 
ro ran tothe common Refuge, the.Oxford Reaſans 3; butoic is 
well od they prove nota broken Reed ,- gaze, t£6weundithen de- 
fend him, FER EL: | 

Sir , notwichfanding theſe and the” Kke Squibs and Crackers 
flung out againſt the So/ex League andCovenant, to make pro- 
phane men ſport., and expoſe it to. yulgar ſcorn more ja- 
risfie conſcience , the Covenanc, keeps the fietdi eullae 
and vigour, and St! Perers bonds abide. Thhalln the etore yal 
time and paper to trace their follies, arid ciremy Reader wi an 
anſwer to words withoxt weight ; but inthe purſuit of ( the edifi- 
cation of ſoul ) the'end of my Minilterizf Writing , as well as 
Preaching, Faſten Sr, Perers Fetters, and ſecure my Priſoner by a 
Chain madzof thoſe Seven Links ot Propolitions, which, being 
cleared and confirmed, will extend rheinfluence,and enforce the 
obligation of che Covenanc , again(t that prophane oppoſition 
which is made unto ir, ( v4z, ) | 


| Is The aſſerting of the Solemn League and Covenant \ and its ob= 
liging force , 5s a duty indiſpenſably incunbint on every may - | 
C 3 & 


The Faſtgpg of $1. Peters - Ferfers, 
Þ;s place ;, but eſpecially on the Minifters of the Goſpel, 
2. The irregularities in firſt making the Covenant will nt dif. 
Charge its obligation, now it is. made and ſmorn, . 
, 3. 4 be matter ſapor% iathe Solemn League and Covenant 5; juſt 
and _ tobe maintained and purſued. | 
. T he form and manner of making the Solemn League and Co 
venant was good and allowable, 
5.The Ambiguities and Cortradiftions of the words in the $9. 
lemn Leagye are.imugined, and wt real, 


6. The Covenant wu its quality, and for its cbli gation FL 15-pabls. k | 


and Naiicnal, as well. as private and perſonal, | 

7. The Solemn League and Covenant is im the nature » 
3t permanently binding , Wwnd noway to be abſolyucd or diſchar- 
fed. - 


Of theſe then particularly, and in their order. And fir{t of the 
firſt ofthem. ., | 


a 
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'SeRio- Prima; 


[; REG Ll 02H by 
-Propofirtion,: The aſſerting of the golemn League and Co- 
-:  Venunt; andits F. hn force, is a duty indiſpenſably in- 

. cumbent on . every man in hs place , but eſpecially onthe 
© -*Minifters of the Goſpel. 


d v.Y/ Hil we conſider. this Propoſicion, and frame this Eink of 
"VV our Chain, we.muſt take the Covenant in its ab/?ratted 
forms, as icis a Solenn Compatt confirmed. by an Oath, in. which 
"'Codis witneſs, or party, or both. Andat preſent take irfoc 
granted, that the matter of it is rr», juſ?, aud lawful ; which yer 
will hereafter in irs appointed place be diſcuſſed. 
- 'Andas ſuch, I ſay the aſſerting of the (, avenant , and 5's ob+ 
tigng force, unto theexaRting of performance , and rebuke of 
negative or poſitive breach of ir, in not doing , or in doing con- 
trary to what is covenanted, :s a duty indiſpenſably 2 on 
all men in their places, ( viz. ) intheir publick or private capa- 
cities, wherein they are to expreſs themſelves, andexpeR others 
to be ated (as men and Chriſtians) by the digates and direQi- 


. ons: 


The Faſtning of S, Peters Fetters, 9 ? 

ons of conſcience; in order whereunto , the Covenants in which 
they bind themſelves each to other , or joyntly to God, as well 
as divine counſel, muſt be their compaſs , to guide their courſe 
paſt dangers and deftrution. : 

Conform hereunto was the commendable carriage of Gyh 
the younger brother , bur faithful Counſeilorto Haro/d King of 
England , who conſidering the ſtate ofthe Quarrel b:tween him —© 
and William Conqueror , gave the King this warning , [x c.iſe you £44 Bite 
have made promiſe to William of the Kingd1m, withdraw thy &' 349) 159 
perſon «ut of the Battel ; for ſurely, all thy forces ſhall no: ſecure thee 
againſt God , and thy own conſcience, who will require puniſhment 
for lreach of faith and promiſe. 

Every man is, in charity , bound to be an Angel to an un- 
mindful Jacob, in pint of his vow to God, and Monitor to his 
back-ſliding brother ; bur it eip. crally belongs to Goſp:l-Mini- 
Hers , who: being Gods Watchmen againſt /in , and hispeoples 
Rem:mbrancers unto duty , ate not onely by common Charity , 
bur alſo by ſpecial Office, bound to give warning againſt approach- 
ing evil, contraRting guilt , and impending judgments of God ; 
and that as they will acquit themſelves from the blood of thoſe Fzck. 3- 16) 
immorral ſouls , who ſlip inco, and periſh by cheir ſin, O 1 this 171189520: 
account the word of the Lord cometh unto b s Prophers, with a 7 ” 
Say unto them , Thus ſaiththe Lord, I wilt giv: th: men which 
have tran(greſſed my Covenant , which have nat performed my 
Covenant , even the Princes of judah, and the Princes of Feru- 
ſalem , and Zedehiah the King, into the hand of their en m'es , 
Fer. 34.18, 19, 20, 21, &c, And 'therefore the cenſure of be- 
1ng con: ext4c468 , Or danger of being -caft into priſon as-ſedits 1: , 
and loſing all their comforts, muſt not-deterre the Miniſters of 
God from coming to the King , and crying out in the Name of 
the Lord, Shall he break. the Covenant and be delivered , ſhall he 
do ſuch things and proſper, an1eſcape? Exch, 17.15.forin caſe of 
filence the {in will be on their heads, and the ſtones in the (tre:r 
will cry our. | 

This is a principle ſo commonand clear, that none profeſ- The duty ur- 
ſing Reaſon or Religion .dare deny it ; and the reaſon of ir is ped from piery 
written in ſuch legible Chara&ers, thatall may run and readit , towards God: 
(v'Z. ) The Covenant is an Oath, the kigh:/t appeal to God , 
who muſt wt, will not be mocked, or mad: a witne(s ty His own 


dilha-- 


-2. Loyalry to 
thc King, 


- The Faſtning tf S\Peters\ Filters» 
diſhononr , but will puniſh the breach thereof as. a moſt heinous ſon, 
Therefore the Miuitters of God ( Rtanding in his fiead) muſt with 
all zeal exact the accompliſhment oft, as the pratiice o piety 
dependant on ſuch a piece of worſtip : Remembring God hath 
ſtritly charged , That if 4 mas vow a vow, and bind his foul , 
he ſhailnut break, his word, he (hall do according to all that pro. 
c eedeth out of his mouth , Numbers 30.2. $So that ia fiety ro 
God the Covenant muſt be kept, and its obligation be af. 
ſerred. 
Lojalty tothe King 1s no little ſwaſive to this duty ; for 
that leads to all fidelity in, diſcharges and prevention of every 
thing deſtructive and diſhonourable co his Majeſty; Perjury(mott 
odious to Godand man) is abominable in any, and molt con- 
ſpicuous ina Prince. Who can without dread remember the 
herceneſs of Gods fury againit Zedekyab for breaking the Oath, 
into which he was forced by the ſtraiteſt Siege ? Or, obſerve the 
Odiam that abideth on Albertthe Emperor , Almerich King of 
Feruſalem, Uladiſlaus King of Hungary, and the Chriftian- 
Princes , for breaking their Covenants with the 7 rk? and the 
obloquy indelible which lieth on Eagemius and Silveſter 
Popes, and f«lian Cardinal of S. Angels, and the Order of Tem- 
plars, foraberting and adviſing ( by the ſame Arguments urged 
againſt our Covenant ) the breach thereof? Can any true Zxgliſt- 
man, and Liege Subje&, without horror call co mind the perjury 
of King Hareld , which letin #iGiam Conqueror to our Land ? 
and how KingFJohn was made odious,and deſerted by this out-cry, 
Withdraw your ſelves from a perjured King, andnot in ſence 
thereof be ſtirred up with zeal to aſlert the Covenang? which bro- 
ken, will load with ſhame , and ſubject to thediſpleaſure of that 
God who can deſtroy both us and our King,fohapptly reſtored to 
each other, | 
True Loyalty is no leſs Rudious to eſtabliſh che Kings Throne 
in Righteouſneſs, than pje. omg to the Royal expreſſions of Hig 
Pleaſure : Yetto ſuch as center Loyalty 1n the laſt , I would ad 
viſe that they would ſeriouſly conſider, That howſoever His 
late Majeſty of Honorable Memory ( for the conſcience of his 
.Oath) was ated by the miſapprehention of the Covenant ro 5»- 
terdift az yet he was more ſenſible of its obliging force wher ta- 


ken, than toatrempt the|]4:charge thereof ,, and therefore in hs 
SO I- 
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The Faſtning of $, Petets Fetteee,. 
Solitudes He adviſeth His SubjeCts unto the Keeping of the Cove- 
nant in all honeſt and juſt ways, as thinking th: chief end of the 
Covenant in many the takers intention , was to preſerve Religin 
inpurity, and the Kingdom in peace. And as one under the awe 
'of the Oath of God , chargeth His moſt Sacted Majeſty that now 
is, That if God bring Him to Hus own on hard corditions, He 
ſrould be careful to perform what h: ſhiuld promiſe, And His 
molt Sacred Majeſty, asa molt obedient Son to a Father ſo pi- 
ouſly prudent, having Himſelf fvorn the Solemn League and Co 
venant , and the eſt ebliſhment of it in all his Dominions , by His 
Royal Declaration of Auguſt 16. 1650. from Dumfirmling , 
profeſſeth Himſelf dreply humbled for His Fathers opp»ſiion to 
th: Covenant ; and that on full p:r(waſion of the juſ ice and e- 
quity of all the Articl.s therco®, He had ſworn ant ſubſcribed 
the Solemn Leagne and Covenant of the three Kingdoms ; and 
that he was fully reſolved ( in the Lords [trength ) to adhere 
thereunto, and to th: wimſt of his prw:'r, in His place and 
ſtation, mn conſtantly , and ſincerely, to proſcente all th: ends 
thereof, all the days of His life, And by His Royal Command 
doth conjure all His loving Subjetts who have ſtood againſt the $S'- 
Solemn League and (, ovenant, and workof Reformation , to lay 
down thei enmity , protefling to have no enemies to Him but the 
enemies tothe ( ovenant ; ner friends tro Him but friends to the Co- 
v'nart, So thatif Loyalty confift in a conform:ty to the Kings 
mind, (as moſt Courtiers conſidering what may pleaſe, not what 
may profit, place it) the-reſpe& due ro the memory of His 1:te, 
and the dread we owe to His now Majeſty , muſt animate, and 


it 


The contem” 
plation on th< 
Covenant. 


engace the afferting of the Covenant, and irs oblingforce ? For 


nofaithful Subje& will dare to fancy , that e*rther che one or the 


other, deſigned by theſe and the like expreſſions to mock Gol and ' 


the world, 

T he love of onr Conntyy , and our own intereſt therein 1n- 
volved, is not the- /eaſt ſprrre #w-t9 this dv'y: For ſuch is.the 
deepdye of petjury,' that it polluteth the Land , and placerh ir nn- 
der the moſtdireful of Divine plagues. The Heathen dzreſtche 
breach ofOaths and Covenants , as that which driverh out of 
humane Society , and deſtroyerh men and their poſic:ity by moſt 
heavy plagues. -* Fvexal telling us of the 1d miſeties which 
befel} Glawcw Epicydes , for the purpoſe of breaking - 

Oath, 


3. The love of 
our Country. 


Y By the Bond Unto 
of 


The Faſtning of S.'Peters Fetters, 
Oath, which yer paſſed not intoa& , concludes, 


Has patitur p@ras, peccands ſola voluntas, 


And Herodotus hereupon obſerving the improbable , impoſſible 
miſeries,which did overtake and ſubvert the very houſe and ſtock 


of the perjured, concludes , 


At juramento quedam eſt ſine nomine proles , 
Trunca mans, Trunca pedes; tamen 1mpe! us magno 
Adverit; atque omnem vaſtat ſtirpemg, d-nnmg,. 


An unknown ſtrength from Oath there doth proceed, 
Without running pace, or hands to do the deed , 
Subverts the houſe, and makes the ſtock co bleeg, 


Hiſtorians obſerve perjury to have lienat the root. of the Holy 
War , that ic could never proſper ; our own Chronic!es con- 
clude , breachof Covenant brought in the Conqueror, and the 
Batons Wars ;, and the Scriptures witneſs the three years waſting 
Famine in Iſrael! to have been the fruir of Sauls well meant 
breach of Covenant with G ibeon , onely explated by the extirpa- 
cion of hisFamily. So that love to our Country, andour (elves, 
as like tobe ſharers in irs calamity, which can onely be prevented 
by paying the vows we made to God, muſt quicken all men, eſpe- 
clally Miniſters, tocry, and cry aloud , 'Remember, regard the 
Solemn League and Covenant, | 

DS: confdlerations the Covenant it ſelf addeth no lic- 


e Cove- tle Rrength , whilſt we have ſworn wot to ſuffer onr ſelves di- 


aan it ſclf, 


refily or indirefaly , by whatſoever combination , perſwaſion , or 
terror to be withdrawn from ut ; nor to give up our ſelves to a 
dereftable neutrality, and mdifferency , but in our places and 
cellings to maintaiu it , and af ſach- as enter into it ; 
whereunto the afſerting of the .Covenanr, and its obliging force, 


1s not the lealt ſerviceable, nor moſt. out of our capacity ; 


ic being all the places of the Miniſtry will allow chem. to 


Theſe things conſidered,as I cannorbut commend and rejoyce 
in the aſſertion and exattion of the Soleits League and Cove- 
nant 
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art astothe Civil part of it concerning our King aid King- 
dw, which was exprefſ:d by the Secluded M:16:15 of the long 
Faritament, and by the CM:nflers of London , and other Coun- 
ties in their Pulpics, a 1d prbl coteftin.ones to the Solemn League 
ard Cov:zaut , Printed with their names ſubſcribed, provokinz 
ch-1: pzop e to cleave to the Cov2nant;ſol cannor bur admire ac 
their preſent filence , as to the Re/igrums part of it, which co1- 
cerneth Jol, Hu Church, and Worſhip: ButT am much more a- 
mazed to [ee eminent Divines, who have ſworn it, not 0:ely to 
fl2i-hr th2 Covenant, bur to (train their wits, parts, anleara- 
ing , by falſe Glotles and fool-th Arguments, co mak it void, 
and dilcharye its obligation, ai.d co make up their defe& of rea- 
ſon and Religion, by railing ar, and.in reproach of ſuch, who in 
conſcience ot duty attert i:s oblization, coun ing them eroublers 
of Eng lanas peace, ſpirits of comradifhion ated by malice,s doth 
Featly in his Preface to his L:agze il gal, or filly nnſtabie ſouls, 
( (tandiag (4i!l, whilt theſe run away ) urging the Covenant on 
private interefhs of profit , revenge , envy, and ambition, and 
the like, as Dr. G 2uden'in his Eputle to the Dowbes and Scruples, 
&e. 1 wouldpray theſe men to tell me in cold blood, andon 
ſerious choughts, ſuppoſing, as I ſaid before, the Covenant to be 
a juſt, pablick, ſacred, and lawful Oath, whether chey think any 
that have zea/for God, /oalty to the King, and /ove to their 
Country, can ſee Superſtition aft:d to that heizhth, asro make 
the Papilts ſmile ac the return of cha ſimilitude co their worſhip 
of which they were wont to boaſt; and nor barely an Zp:ſcpacy 
reſtored, bur that very ſpecifical Prelacy coyenanted again(t (in 
moſt expreſs terms ) advanced , whereby the Covenantis nor 
onely cotemned, but openly contradiged,and yet be filent and 
not plead the Covenant? Or again, Is duty a proper turbulency? 
If on?ly ſuch by accident, mult not Gods Miniſters contend a= 
gainſt (in, to prevent Gods contending by His plagues avainſt 
che Land ? 
, * Bur, Sir, to conclude this Seton, I would pray that our MMa- 

ſtcr-baild'rs, 19 the re-edifying of their holy Fabrick, ( greatly 
delapſed and decay :d )would vouchſafe to cali th: r tho1ghts up- 
on an Obſervation made by a 3 Auchor ( who can iot but b2 ) ac- 
ceptabl: to them(v:z,)Mr. Thomas Full-r Prebendary of $.rum, 


who in his Holy War, caſting up the cauſes of that ſad Cataftto- 
D phe 
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Fuyllcys Holy 
Warre, lib 5 C. 
11.p. 248. 


The Paſtninr of St. Peters Fettere, 
phe of ſo hopeful-and honourable an; undercaking , reduceth the 

ummaitotalis to [npcrſtition ard per jury ( uſual concomurants ) 
and on the la{t he thus glofſeth : _ 

« How could [afety-it ſelf ſave this people', and bleſs this pro- 
© je, ſo blackly-blattedwith perJury: * (how then (ſhould their 
© watchmen bz filent'? ) a fin ſo repugnant with moral hone- 
© Ry., ſo injurious to the peace and quiet of the world, ſo odlous 
« ir it ſelf, ſo. ſcandalous to all men,to break League when con- 
* firmed by Oarh , (the Rrongelt bond. of conſcience ,.the end 
© of particular (trife, the Souldier of publick peace, the aſſurance 
« of amity berwixt divers Narions';' made here b2Jow , but en- 
« rolled in-his Hiyh' Court, whoſe glorious Name dorh fign it ) & 
<{n'{o heinous, that God cannor but molt ſeverely puniſh ir, 
« Duvidasketh ,. Who (hall dwell in thy holy hill? and anſwereth 
© himſelf He that ſmeareth to his neighbour and diſappnneth 
© him rot, though to h15 own hindrance. No wonderthen, though 
«he Chriſtians had no longerabiding inthe holy Hill of P- 
©/eft ine , driving that-Trade wherewith'none ever yet thrived, 
© the breaking of promiſes , wherewth one may fora while fair- 
< lyſpread ns train, bur will'melt his feathers ſoon after ; the 
« Babrick: muſt needs cometumbling down, whoſe foundation: 
© is laid in perjury. : ; 

Surely, Sir, ſuch as affefi:ovarrly believe rhis doArine, cannot 
bur paſſionacely apply-it, ro cry aloud, and'nor ſpare, Remember: 
the Covenant. I grow; Sir, not alicrle-ſuſpicious, that the laſt 
fraragem of the'Propogators of che'Catholick Cauſe, is by their 
Jeſuirical/ Sophiſtty ro- ſtrike England into. the guilt of p:r jury; 
2nd chm to blaſpheme our Religion', and deride.our Nation , as. 
did'eAre/ilaus the Grecian Captain in hisanſver to Tiſſapher- 
es the Perſia», breaking the League be had made with fim.. 
I pive-youno ſmall thanks , for that by your per jury you have made 
the gods angry with the Perſians, ad faveurable to the Grecian, 
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Sectio Secunda, 


Second Propoſ. The irregularities in the firſt making the 
Covenant, will not diſcharge its obligation now it is made 
and (worn, 


V V Hil we conſent unto the common concluſion of the 
| Canoniſts, That Furamenium non oft vinculums ini9#:- 
tatis, eAnOath muſt not be the baud of iniquity , and commend 
to all men their counſel, as indeeda duty , nals promiſſts r= 
ſcinde fidem , In promiſes of evil make no concionce to keep , nay, 
make confcience to break your fath, Yet we muſt conſider , and 
watily diftinguiih between therem juratam, and atiwns jurand:, 
the att of ſwearing, and the-marrer ſworn : For in reſpeof the 
laſt of cheſe, the Rule is to be underſtood, andthe obligation to 
performance doth therean depend : Such:isthe reverence of an 
Oath to all men , Heathen or Chriſtian, that raſhneſs and irre- 
gularities in obtaining and aRually pafſmgthe Oath , would ne- 
ver be admitred as ſufficient todiſcharge its force, 

The Rule of the Schook-men received by all Caſuiſts and C'- The. Aquin,per. 
vilians, muſt here be obſerved, Jwramentum prom:ſſorium non po- 22 © queſt 3g, 
reſt diſpenſari ſecundum ſe , ſed tantum ratione materie inde- 4't+ 9- 
bue: A jromiſſory Oath cannot be diſcharged by any reaſon , 
but the unlawful matter of it, And hereupon it 1s agreed on 
byall Divines, That the ground on which an Oxh ſhall loſe irs 
force muſt be intrinſecal of the body , ſubſtance, and matrerof 
the Oath; not.extrinſecal, and acceſfory tothe Oarh, Ic muſt 
be the /infulneſs of the thing , and matter ſworn , not the c:7- 
cumZtarc:s converſant about the a& of ſwearing, which may be 
ſinful, and mult be ſhunned , bur avail nor rodiſcharge the Oath Scnderſon de 
when taken. Well doth.the Oxford Profeſſor diſtinguiſh , and Fwamente. 
cell us, They are two ſeveral queſtions co be diftinaly reſolved 
according tothe condition into whicha man is caſt : The one is 
an hoc vel i[lud: juramentam [i lictum, whether the Oath be 
lawful? And the other an JTurementun hec vel ill1d obligat , 
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The Faſting of $t. Peters Fetters, 
whether the Oath do bind ? For that Oath may be #»/awfuly 


ſworn , which muſt everlaſtingly bind wben ſworn, Thar fn - 


is to be avoided in entring into a Covenant or Oath, which may 
be repented of without rerraRion of the Oath when ſworn: Tae 
Naine of God coo many times is (though it ought not to be) ta= 
ken 1 vala by raſs ſwearing , yer muſt not be blaſphemed by 
for /mearmp. 

An Oath isan obligarion ſo ſacred and permanent , thar ma- 
ny couditions are required unto a regular ating of 1c. At firſt 
ir ſhould be the a& ot a deliberate, nor diftempered mind ; nor 
the eff of a diftref[2d condition, clearly propounded,and tati- 
onally 1eceived., not obtained by fraud , nor impoſed by torce : 
Bur where, in any, or all theſe, and the | kz, there is a def2&, ind 
diſorder, or miſcarriage, that men wich Jeprha raſhly ſwear 
ſuch a ceneral Oath, as may rob them of the deareſt of cheir de- 
lights when it comes to performance: Or with Zedekiah be 
befieged by Warres wichour, and Tumulcs within; to covenant, 


- and confirm by Oath, conditions diſhonorable and burdenſome; 


Or with Joſtuea and the Princes of Iſrael to the Gibeonites, (wear 
beyond thzirintention, and almoſt the imporr of their expreſl:- 
ons, there being an apparent fallacy in the foundation, and pro- 
curing cauſe of the contra; yer in theſe and many the like caſes 
che rule is moſt certainly to be admitted , 29d peri non debuir, 
fattum valet, theſe things ought not to have been done, but be- 
1:9 done, do kind the conſcience, 

I wonder how men can preſs this Rule in caſe of Baptiſin by 
Women, or Children, and Lay-perſons, ( in whom T humbl 
conceiye it cannot hold) and not regard irtin an Oath, whoſe 
nature is ſuch asadminitreth a Reaſon for this Rule ;and makes 
ir,neceſlary. 

Many inſtances in ſtory might be given to amplifie this poſiti- 
on, bur ( left I ſhould ſeem to leave the Road without Reaſon ) 
I ſhall onely offer the example ofthe Covenant with the Gibeo- 
rites for the clearneſs of its demonſtration commonly produced 
by all Caſuiſts in this very caſe. Gr-154-0ut of Ambroſe .noting 


Entivs deF-re the ſurreptitious fraudulent obtainment thereof, doth note, De- 
bell; &+ pacis» cepti erant a Gabaonitis aregione longin;ua ſe venire fingentibus; 
' labs 2, cap. 13» Foſu.: tamen pa:em quam ded:rat revocandam non cenſuit ; quia 


F-4220> , 


formata erat ſacrament: Religione.,, ne , dum alienans perfidiams 


M- . 
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argnit, [1ampide x ſolverct, The, Travſlatioa of which I ſhall 
oft=r by a reverend B (hop ( moſt acceptable to our Anti-cove- FjÞ- Hall Bi- 
nanters) who chargeth this dece'r co have b2ea the jutt effeR of _ o& Net-; 
their linful neglectto conlultthe Ocacles of God; and ſaith , ye 
© The facility of ſ-ae/ led them into a League and Oxth for the Hits Con'omp, + 
* lafety of the G:b:o-ites;, and now, within three days, they find p '918. 
*their neighbourhood and dece t. 7jhua might have taken ad- 
© yantage of the!r own words to: diflolvz this League, and havs 
©ſaic!, Yeare come from a far Country, theſe Cicies are near ; 
© theſe are not therefore the people to whom we engaged by out 
«promiſe or oath : and 1ſ-ae/ had pur in a dire& Caveat of their 
Cyicinity ; ſo thatic might. ſeem queſtionable wh2ther Joſp44 
© ne:ded to hold himſelf bound to this Oath ; yet dare not foſ>44 
* and the Princes truſt to (hifts for the eluding of this Oath , bur 
© mult ?43:bfully | e- form what they bad raſhly promiſed. Toſhta's 
© heart was clear from any intention of a League with a Cara- 
* x5re; he gave his Oath to theſe dilzuiſed (trafgers, yer he durit 
© neicher Repeal it himſzlf , neicher do 1 hear him ſueto Eleazer 
* the High Prieſt rodiſpence with ic ; -but taketh hinſ:If ried to 
- © the (tr1& words of his Oath, not to his own purpoſe: his ronzue 
© had bound his heart and hands , ſo as neither migir (dir ; lett , 
© whilſt he was cur:ous of fulfilling the Will of Godg he ſhould - 
* violate the Oath of God, - 
Bar, Sir, how difſonant to theſe diftates of this Reverend Fa- 
ther are thoſe ſons of the Church ? who ſtrive for a B.ſhyprick 
by ſinful caſting off the Covenant on a protended n44vertexcy 
in arqy, fo at firſt, andpurting on it a ſenſe agreeable to their 
purpoſe,which is repugnant to the plata andexpreſsLetter of the 
Covenant in the point of Ep:ſcopacy ; correQing their infirmiry 
gravioripeccato, with a more . 5 —_ 1mpi:ty , mending raſh 
ſwearing by plain perjury, andafter a /ober admonition and re- 
fatation pertinaciouſly retain their reſolution, by publiſhing the 
very ſame pleas for breach of Covenant, and braving ir ro the 
world wich a bold afſerting, Noſacred Oath or Promiſe can Dr." Gudens 
bind the ſoul of man from its juit freedom , which ts rational, Epiſtle to the ' 
ervil, moral , legal, andreliginu ;, wr canit be bound to execute _ = 
ur fulfil any ſmch , when it #s willingly, or by nad: ertency , 07 res Sy one 
malice , formally engaged by th:m , but »it really to them, 1 COD 
with , Sir, that this DoRor-'Tould: atrend Door Halls Di- 


Vis.ity , 
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vinity with as much diligence , as he ſeems tome to affe& hig 


- DialeR. 


What a prepoſterous ard immethodica! conrſ d»the D'vines of 
our time take to diſcharge the oblization of the Covenant, by 
ſcandalizing the ſame with the irregularities which attinded the 
fiſt raking of i2That many miſcarriages occaſioned by the com. 
motion and turbulency of thoſe martial days, (in which it was 
digeſted and propounded to the p2opl-) did accompany theCo- 
venant when tendred and fiſt taken, I canealily conſent , but 
not ſo great as they ſeem in the multiplyidg-claſs ( of paſſion 
and prejudice )by which they are now ſuggelied, much leſs were 
they ſo great as to diſcharge rhe bond 4 ir, I confeſs the Co- 
venant ought not to have been the effe& of Scoterſh importuni- 
ties, or Engliſh compliances,nor to have been brought forth by the 
midwifry of tumults , an1 engaged enraged Armies , parties , 
and fattions ; nor its convigtions and perſwaſions to have been 
by ſequrſtrations ko :mpriſonments , 33 DI. Gaud:nin his Ana- 
lyſis ſuggeſteth; but T ( on grounds urged in my eAnalepſr) can- 
not yield it was ; yet grant it, will theſe things avail to the 
diſcharge of its binding force, and make it void? Nothing 
lels. 

Nay, Sic,ſhould I conſent and ſubſcribe unto.the verity of the 


League in the Arguments urged by Dr. Featley his Ghoſt, and admit ( what 1 


Illegal, 


ſhall hereafrer deny) 1. The ſuppoſed Soleciſm and miſtaken 
order of the words 1n the Covenant, 2. The ſuppoſed end and 
aim of the Contrivers of the Covenant, 3. The wants of autho- 
rityin the Impoſers. 4. The ambiguity and ſeeming contradi- 
Rions of many expreſſions. 5. That many took itnot in Truth, 
Righteouſneſs, and Jadgment. 6. That it wants warrant in 
Scripture, and is onely bottomed an the baſis of Natural Policy, 
7. That ir is derogatory to Englands honour. 8. Taken with- 
out important cauſe, and urgent neceſſity ; and (0 was faulty .in 
theſe and the like circumitances , which call for Repenrance in 
Impoſers and'Takers ; yet it muſt be a Saleciſm in Divinity co 
awake this book , and ſend abroadtheſe exceptions againſtthe 
AR of making and ſivearing the Covenanr,in hope that a review 
of them may make us re; ent and be wiſe, and to confirm men (the 
Apoſtates ) ;ntherr ( averſion , pretenced ) converſion from he 
Covenant, and draw others from it by the ſtrength of conviftios. 


b 
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I willgrant his Maxime , Deliberaridum eſt din quod ſtatuendam 
ef ſemcl, And though I believe the determination of the Co- 
yenant was on due advice) yet we will conſent unto him to re- 
pent ard coofeſs t/ eſe miſtakes : But I mult tell his Majefiies 
Chaplin , that Dr, Sau: derſox will not upon all this give us 
leave to calt off the Covenant, bur conſtrains our conſciences to 
revive 1', Jaran.entum de ve now illicita, fit aliunde ill.citmm , Senderfon "os 
ex aliquo externo defeftn,, & propter a'vquam indebitam circum- juram'ntoyprel, 
ſtantiam reſp: in atins juranat, poſſit obligare jurantem , ad ims 24.'þu 55, 
plendum quod promiſit. , An Oath lanfulinthe matter , unlaws 
ful in txternal, undue circumſt ances in the att of ſmearing , binds 
to accompliſhm:nt, 

This , Sir, hath the more influence upon me, becauſe it is O-x- 
ford Di-1nity, conceived to be read on the occaſion of this Co- 
verant. We confeſs with Angaſtire, David juravit temere, (ed 
ron implevit majors prietate, David ſware raſhly , but wi hh p:- 
ety repented and retratted , becauſe the matter, ſ:1f-revenge in 
Nabal's ruine was wicked: Which is not our caſe, when the 
macter of the Covenant appears to be manifeſt ſin, we muſt re- 
tra& ir ; tillithen we'will repent raſhneſſe , mnaduiſcdreſſe in the 
att, but retain irs obligation , le we patch up finne by 
ſinne, | 
Naw: I deal with His Majefties Chaplain, mayT, Sir , make 
bold to whiſper another notion of Divimry in his ear ; he may 
have occaſion and opportunity to uſe it- Sir, tis this, Thata 
Peoples impoſing on their Prince, and binding him to rerms, and 
bringing him under an Oath , not onely for themſelves , butall 
their felow-ſubjeRs: in all or any the Kings Dominion, (for | 
which a&the:Scors aremuch cenſured , and could Thave advi- 
ſed, ſhould have been+ more innocent) ſavours ſomething of diſ- 
ord:r; tummlt, irregularity, and' vulgar violexce, And yet Gro- 
t11-determines (the matter being lawful ) is cb/1geth* the Prixce 
ſo ſworn; becauſe Godis invocated,, andthe King was volunta- 
rily ſubje&ed. Thoughhe doubrthe power of Co-a&ion of a 
Princes performance by men, yer he affirms the obligation be- 
for God : His concluſion is this on the diſcuſſion of the Queſti- , ..  . 
on, Dicimus ergo, ex promiſſo & contrattu regu , qrtem cum jy; ” Fay 
ſubaitis imit , naſci veram ao fropriam obligationem , que j:4 2,c.1,. Þ- 233 


det [nbditis : The promiſe or Covenant into which th: King 
| ſhall 


The Faſtnine of S, Peters Felters. 

ſholl erter with his ſub efts doth rngender atrne ard frop'r 0b11 

gatzon, and confer on:he $:b\cls a right whereon to demand per- 

fermazce, I will nct juttifie all paſt actions, but can ſcarce [efrain 

from adding to the. Lecany, From con:rary Corenation-Oaths, 
good Lorddehver us. | 

Latitly , How far wide dy» they ſhoot, whodire& the prevnare 

doybts and fa ticular ſcrnp!. Ss of priv. t* perſons or ſscitties,, 

aval:;(i the taking the So;emn League and Covenant y to Cii- 

. charge irs obhigar'on? Men prin, ard re-print the Oxferd Rea- 

ſons, and make a great noile with them in the world 3 and yer 

they are meer pr.vte reſons , profeſiedly relating to their own 

refuſal of the Covenant; and they nevercell us whether they or 

any of the perſons concerned, recclvedſatisfa&tion to thelr rea- 

Not to judge ſong, and afcer ſubmitred to the takir:g of the Covenai.t z nor is 

the conſcien- If conhidered the. Reaſons do profels cn Apology, and pray a perr- 

ces of others, ſonal ex. uſe of chemſelves from the Act, but do not ſo much as 

bur ro clearour pretend to acquit the bond of the Covenant ro ſuch as had taken 

ſelves _— it, Now granting that theſe Reaſons might have that force that 

o_ _ all the Authors of them could not without fin conform to the. At 

ſuſpicion of Of taking the Covenant, yerthey be of no force atall ro weaken 

obſtinacy.0x- or diflolve its bond. 

ford Reaſons > 'Let me therefore ſay, Sir, to theſe who offer to your and my 

Pref-p.t, conſideration their dovb:s and ſcrupl:s againſt raking the C.ve- 

nant , and ſcatter abroad papers of this nature, that chey mani- 

feſt their malice and ES enmity againſt the Covenant , by 

- ſubjeRing 1c co vulgar ſcorn , and laying open their own vaked- 

eſſe, as if 1t were the nakedneſs of the Covenant, and run away 

railing againſt the Covenant as of »o force or cblipation +1 ag 

wvod hs , aull, on a meer Petitio principis., ther = ging the 

queſtion,, .and taking it for granted , That what mates the at of 

ſmearing ſinful, makes the Oath void, And ſuppoſing a weight 

( which is very little ) intheir exceptions to words , method , 

form , order of the Covenant , and the impoſing it on the prom * 

ple ; which might have kept ſome men from ſwearing, to be ſuf- 

ficient to diſcharge all that are ſworn, If they will indeed bat- 

rerthe Covenant, they ſhould pierce into the body of ir, and 

prove the matter ofit unlaivful ; and then will Ialſo ſhake off 

the Covenant forever. Tillchen, I anſwer inthe Negative to 

.my own enquiry in Smt Peters bonds abide, pay, 13, to make 

' the 
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the worſt of it *a tumultuous Aſſembly come before us with 
* Sword and Scepter , ſay they are a Parhament, and have lawful, 
*conſtant, and compleat Authority, and therefore will put an 
*Oithand Covenant upon fls: And filly, inconſiderate we, are 
* not ſo well-skill'd in Politicks , or acquainted with the Conſti- 
* curions of our Country., to dete& their fallacy; but think at 
© Authority is within thoſe walls, and obedience muſt be yielded 
'* ro what is there commanded, and ſo we are beguiled into the 
©Oath : nor are weſo hardy as to endure their violence , but by 
© fear are forced into the Covenant, is it thefefore void ? for 
we have opened onr monthes unto the Lord, and cannot go back. 


Sefio Tertia, 


Propoſition 3, The matter ſworn in the Solemn Leagne 
and Covenant, is juſt and lawful tobe maintained and 


par(ued, 


Hat we may diſcover the /awfa/neſs of the matter of this 
Covenant, we muſt obſerve, that in reſpe& thereof iris parts 
"ly Aﬀertory, and partly Promiſlory, 

Aſſertory-in the Preface of it, viz, We Noblemen , Barons , The Aﬀettory 
K nights, Gentlemen, Citizens , Burgeſſes , Miniſters of the Guſ- pat of he Co- 
pel, and Commons of all ſorts, in the Kingdoms of England V-nant, 
Scotland, and Ireland ; by the providence of Ged, living under 
one King , and being of one reformed Religim , having befoxe 
our eyes the glory of God , and advancement of the K ingaom of 
our Lord and Saviour feſus Chriſt , the honour and happineſs 
of the Kings Majeſty , and His Poſterity, and the true pablick 
Liberty , Safety , and Peace of the Kingdoms, wherein every 
cn's private Quaition is eluded, - and calling to mind the treache- 
rom plots, _—_— , attempts, and prattices of the enemies of 
God againſt the true religion, and profeſſors thereof in all pla- 
ces, efpecially in theſe three Kingdoms ever ſince the re- 
formation, and how much their rage, power, ad preſumption are of 


late , and at this time, increaſed and exerciſed; whereof the de 
E plorable 
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plorable eftate of the Church and Kingdom of Ireland, the diſtreſſef, 
eſtate of the Church and Kingdom of England , and the davgerons 
eſtate of the Church and Kingdom of Scotland, are preſent and pub- 

lick teſtimonies: We have noW at laſP®( after other means of $Suppli.. 
cation, Remonſtrance, Proteſtation, and $uſferings ) for preſerva- 
ticn of our ſelves and our Religion from utter rue and deftrufti- 

en , according to the commendable prattice of theſe Kingdoms in 
former times, and the example of the people of God in other Nations, 
after mature deliberation , reſolved and determined to enter into a 

wmwtual and Solemn League and Covenant , wherein We all ſub- 

ſcribe, and each one of us for himſelf, with our hands lifted up to the 

moſt High God, ao ſwear. 

Though this Preface may ſeem and be- ſ:id to be no part of the 
Covenant , yet it being a Solemn profeſſion of the grounds and 
reaſons on which the Covenant was made, and w:s declared in 
the very At of [wearing the Civenant, by all that ſworeirt , we 
ſhall own itasa part thereof. EY | 

The Covenant'is further afſertory in the Concluſion, ( viz. ) 
And becauſe theſe Kingdoms are gniltyof m s and prove- 
cations againſt God and His Sonne feſus C beiff. as tis manifeſt 
by our preſent diſtreſſes and dangers, the fruits thereof., ye 

0M profeſſe and declare before God ant 'the world, our-unfeigned dt-. 

5 fire to bs bumbled. for our own' fin, and for the ſins. of theſe 
Kingdoms , eſpecially that we have not as we ought valned the 
tneſtimable benefit of the Gofpel , that-we have not laboared for 
the parity and power thereof ;, and that We have not endeavoured 
rorecerve Chriſt in our hearts, and'to walk worthy of Him" in 
owr lives, which are the-canſes of other ſinnes und tranſgreſſions 
ſomuch abounding among ns. And onr true and unfeigned pur- 
Poſe , deſire, and endeavour-for onr ſelves , and all others under 
our power and charge , both in publith andin private, in all ds-. 
ties We owe to'God and man:; to amend owr lives, and eath' one 
togo before another in a real Reformation, that the Lord ma 
turn a\vay His wrath and heavy indignation-, andW#abliſh theſe 
Churches and Kingdoms in truth and peace. And this Cove- 
nart we make in the preſence of Almighty God the ſearcher f 
all hearts , with atrue intention to perform the ſame , as we ſonll 
anſwer at the great day., When the ſecrets of all kearts. foal be 
diſcloſed.” Moft humbly beſeeching the Lord to ftrengthen ws by 


#Z Is 
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His Holy Spirit for this end, and to bleſs our deſires and'pre- 
ceedings with ſuch. ſucceſs, as may be deliverance and ſafety to 
his people, and encouragement to other Chriſtian Churches , groan- 
ing under , or in danger of the Joke of Anti-chriftian tyranny , 
to joyn in the ſame or like Aſſociation and Covenant , tothe gloyy 
of God , and enlargement of the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the peace and tranquillity of Chriſtian K ingdems and Common- 
Wealths. 

The Covenant is promiſſory-in theſix Articles thereof. 

Concerning-the aſſertory part of the-Covenant it muſt be noted, 
That alchoughit ſhould have been »»/aWwfal , becauſe wntrme in 
the grounds or reaſons pretendedly inducingtoit, and ſo hypo- 
citical and fallacious-in- the humility , z2al., and reſolution in the 
Concluſion proteſted ; whereby che takers in deceiving others 
"may have deceived their own-ſouls, and bound themſelves under 
acertain expeRation of the wrath of chat God of rrath and jea- riimoog ;n 
louſie, who hath been called as a Witneſs of ſuch wickedneſs: the Preface 
Yet this fallacy Will not diſcharge the obligation of the Covenant; bars northe 
Foran Oath binds according to expreſſion, not the takers reſery.. Þ!igationot 
ed intention: And therefore Gretizs telleth us., That ifa man in opeumee. 
his aſſertory Oath do v*dopuciv, ſvear ſalfly., this will beno 
warrant for his emyxz#r., for ut performing what he promiſed , 
and concludes, $iq#45 volens jurare obligare _—_ ow £0 mi- 
«4 obligatur. None but 7eſwites will lay that a man ſwearing, G,,;.. 1. un 
and in'the att purpeſe not to bind his ſoul , ( and thereof make bey; & pets. 
a ſecret appeal to Js free, and not bound by his Oath: For 1. :. p. 218. 
this 1s ny againſt the nature ofan Oath, whoſe obligati- 
on i le from jts AGO, And therefore the ſame Au- 54urder/, a: 
thorfaith , $iqus deliberato protalerit verba jurantia, animo ta- Inram:nto lec, 
men non jurandz obligate. And this isno other than Oxford-Di- 5: ?- 160. 
vinity , Siquis ex aliqua doloſa intentione velit pmtari jwraſſe, ha- 
bebit apud ipſum omnew  obligandi effeftum ;, a man is bound by 
the ation of ſwearing even: beyond and contrary co his own in- 
tention, And this is evident in Zo/bna and his Oath with the Gibeo- 
nites, Obtained by fraud, and founded in falſhvod, againſt which 
they had entred an expreſs Caveat, it being fax from hes inter- 
tion to make a League with a Canaanite ; yet-heand all 7/raet” 
were bound hy. it, as int the former Propoſitionit hath been 
Cleared. | 

E 2 Burt 


24. 


The Aſſcitory 
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But why do I ſtandxo eſtabliſh the obligation of the prom:/. 
ſory part of the Covenant , againſt the falſhood-of the aſſerrory 
part of it, whilſt no ſuch falſheod appears? As for the Conclu. 
foe vac aig lieth out of human cognizance , and is onely obyi- 
ous to the Searcher of hearts: And to mehe muſt be ftrangely 
blinded by paſſion or prejudice , that ſeeth, and ſubſcribeth not 
co every part ofthe Prefaceastrue; yer ſome there are, who, 
( though they could not ſpeak our ) are. willing: to ſuggeſt 4 lie 
chargeable on the ſame, and theretore the Covenant muſt be in 
this point vindicated againſt their exceptions, pretended doubts 
and f{cruples urged againſt thetaking of the Covenant : Giye me 
leave a little to weigh them. 

The firſt I ſhall gake notice of, is , the Anonymus Doubts and 


part of the Co-. Fcrwples recommended to the world by- Dr. Gaden, and offered 


yenant vindis 


cated. 


" Exception of 


Sir , to your and my conſideration, and his Quarrel-( I ſhould 
fay Scruple ) is againſt the Title of the Covenant , which is cer- 
tainly no part ofit, which he thus frameth; 

I have not met with any Declaration to aſſure us , that Com. 


Doubts and miſſhoners of each Kingdom reſpeftively -, and eipecially of Tre- 


Scruples. 


Anſwer. 


land , have been choſen and aſſembled together, had power , or did 
agree upon this League and Covenant ;, without Which , oy ſome 
ſach equivalent proceedings, we cannot poſſibly know that it was. 
the joynt conſent, reſolution, and deſires of the. three Kingdoms to 
enter into ſuch a League, Cc 

Whoever, Sir ; werethe-Author of theſe Scruptes, he ſure 
was of a very tender conſcience, that muſt be ſatisfied in the very 
Title and Denomination of the- Covenant, and cannot do his own 
duty, or a juſt a&, enjoyned him by the Superiors of the King- 
dom , of which heis a member and ſubje& , untill he be aſſured 
that all cro-whom it may extend do. defire and conſent there-. 
unto, 

2. Theremight be ſuch a declaration though” he met not with 
;t. Mult private perſons ſuſpend required duties, untill they meet 
with Declarations of the regular agitation of State affairs > Muſt 
all the arcana imperii which relate ro other. Kingdoms, be open- 
ed. befofe the Subje pive his faith” ro keep the conditions con- 
cluded by their Boverpors ? 

3. Did he meet with any Declaration which told him , re 
land wasina general Rebellion againſt the Crownof England, 
0 - 
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to which it had been ſub jugared, and was wholly dependent-0n 
the Engliſpintereſt forits reſcue and reduRtion? And muſt Z»g- 
land ſay its Covenant till Trelands Rebells fend Commiſioners 
and conſent ? Or, may they not withourtheir conſent covenant 
for thg good of their vaſſal Kingdom ,- whicti they muſt again re- 
cover by force? | 

4. But the Title of the Covenant- gives no ground for this 
Doxbr , for though it be entituled , A Covenant = the peace and 
ſafety of the three Kingdoms of England , Scotland ,- and Ireland , 
yet is it not entituled, 4 Solemn Leagme and Covenant of the three 
Kingdoms? And-I they may be the 0bjeFs \, who are not 
Amthors or Abettorsot an Oath : ' And if they be'offended for 
our intention and endeayours of good to then, ler them bear 
it ; Charity will not always ſtay for the conſent or deſire of its 
objeR. | 

His next ſcruple is like unto this ; occaſioned by thoſe words , Second excey- 
Of one Religion , which he.donbts the 7riſh Papiſts;, open Rebels, i190 our of 
againſt whom it was-m2de , and Popiſh party imEngland , and [n- T_ wx; 
dependents may net be of one Religion; yer by the ſeventhInſtrugi- * "PT 
0n it is to be proffered to all inhabitants. . 

Bur, Sir, it doth not appear, thar it isto bopyofſered to the Iriſh , c 
Papiſts. ws 

A Becauſe a as 4s it th:refore taken? The words ate pro- 
felled by them that take the Covenant, may it not bea teſt and 
note of diſcrimination-for diſcovery ofthe Popiſh party , which 
lay lurking among-us, and none as Papiſts, or indeed as Inde- 
pendents could take the Covenant ?. | | 

3. May not the majority denominate the whole > The Proteſtant 
Religionisthe onely one Religion owned and profeſſed in theſe 
_ nor doth he deny the Independents to- be profeſſors 

it, 
_ Sir, muſt not Dr. Gawdes commend his diſcretion-in- com- 
mending to the world ſuch perplexing Scruplesas hayenor a Scru- 
ple of Reaſon in them ? and not: Ia as wiſe.to | 
time to conſider them (if of weight) after the. Coyenant hath 
beentaken? but he affirmsthem as. agreeable to the Oxford-Rea- 
ſons , which isa juſt Chizs adChanm , Harp and Harrow, yet 
hereby he puts us on the conſideration of chexs which have paſſed 
thus long unanſwered , partly for. the dread of 'their name , no- 

pr 
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by Oxford 
'Reaſon. 


.Anſver. 
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rivate perſon being afic Antagoniſt, or proper Caſuiſt to ſefolve 
the Doubts of an Uniyerfity , and partly for that rhey were pre 


| {ented Apologetically, as private grounds ofdiſlatisfaction, and for 


excuſe from; the Acirequired, not asimrerdiftions or condemnati- 
o»-0f other mens AQ , as themſelves profeſs, much lefs a9glr gm 


ments for abſolution from the bond of the Covenant now it hath -bin 


-Senerally taken by Prince ard Reople ; to which end they are 


. now re-prizted, and by every fooliſh Pamphlgtare anew urged ; 
.and hefore neceſſitate the conſideratzon of their _ 


-which ( 1 confels.) I, .inxeference.to their name, was willing to 


decline, but by-che worth -of cruth , and weight of the Oath of 


God uponour Land, am (though a private, ob{cureand-unfit per. 
ſon).conſtrainedthercunto. 


Subſettio ſecunda. | | 

'Their exceptionsto The Preface of the Covenant:maketh no po. 
fitive charge, yet nggaterh ſundry falſhoods therein aſſerced., 
which they witneſs they-could not acknowledge : As., 

Firſt, 7 hey were not able to ſay , that the rage, powel@und pre- 
[ſumption of the enemies of Ged {inthe ſenſe thereintended ) js at 
this tine encreaſead. w | 

To which, Sir, I ſhould have then anſwered, 
| 4. Their ability to ſay it is of little moment, nor could we well 
judpe it : for darker they were under any natural, wilfull, vio- 
lene , Or judicial incapacity, is not our part to determine ; Others 
were able to ſay it : and if theſe reverend Fathers and Students did 
know it, though rhsy were not able to ſay it, it wes for us ſufficient. 
And therefore may I be bold further to.enquire 

2. Whether they were able to read the whole Sentence ex. 
prefling thei ſenſe ( Of the enemies of God, whoſe rage , power , 
and preſumption was at this time encreaſed ) here intended : 
and calling to mind #he treacherous and bloody plits , conſpira«, 
Cites, attempts, and prattices of the enemies of God, againſt 
the true Religion , and. Profeſſors thereof in all places, efpecialty 
in theſe three Kingdoms , ever ſinte the Reformation of Reli- 
ion, and haw much their rage, power , and preſumption are 
of late ,,.and' at this time encreaſed : Whereof the deplorable 
tft ate of the (Church - and: Kingdom of Ireland , the a5ftreſſed 
eftate of - the Church and Kingdem of England , and the 

dane 


—  — —_—_—_—— 
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dangerons eftate of the Church and Kingdom of Scotland , ave pre- 
ſent and publick teftimonies. Arenot theſe full expreſſions of the 
ſenſe in which the enemies of God, whoſe _— and preſump- 
tion were encreaſed , ate to be underſtood ?"And is it rational or 
religious to enquire after , and ſuſpend. a duty on jMouhe of a 
ſenſe intended , when we. have the ſenſe Many expreſſed? Is 
not. this repugnanc to the end of Speech ( the Interpreter of the 
mind ? 

3. Werethe Maſters , Scholars ,. and other Members and Of; 
ficers of the Univerſity of Oxford , ſuch ſtrangers in the Prore- 
ſtant Iſrael, as not ro know the Papiſts , and Popiſhly affefted , 
were enemies of God, againſt true Religion , and the Profeſſors 
thereof in-all places ? Or fo unzcquainted at home, as nor to 
know their plots , confÞiracies,,. attempts , and practices, were e- 
Specially axeinf theſe three Kingdoms; ( the molt publick and po- 
rent pro 
Had ys no notion ofthe.Rebellions againſt King Edward the 
ſixth 2- Ofthe Treaſons., Plots, Confſpiracies, Roaring Bulls, 
and Raging Spaniſh Armaas againlt Queen Elizabeth? Ofthe 
Gunpowder-Treaſon and other plots againſt King Fames? Of 


the Colledge of Propagators- of the Carholick cauſe erected 


in Rome ,. under the Goyernment of Cardinal Barbarin = and 


deſigned againſt theſe Kingdoms?. Or of the. grand Plot agita-. 


ted by Con, or Cuncus, the Popes Nuncio in England, diſcover- 
ed by Andreas ab Habernefield , tirto Sir pilliam Baſwel His 
Ma pjcitie Refident in Flanders and by him unto _£axd late Arch- 
bi | 


p of Canterbary , and: ſince fully cleared and laid open by 


Mr.william Prynm in his Romes Mafter-piece publiſhed in 1643. 
four years beforetheir reaſons, and might have been profitable ro 

their eye-ſight ? | 4 let f ale” 
4- Did not chis-learned. Univerſity judgeit, to hean high en- 
creaſe of their. Rage, ' Power , and Prefumption, to diſtribute 
their Jefuirs ito ſuch ſeveral Ocders,.as ſhould be capablein any 
lace or profeſſion to: propagate their plots? To preſs upon the 
ate King and Archbiſhop for a publick profeſſion of union wh 
Rome ? To boaſt openly of Znglands returning to y2?. To 
tender a.Cardinals Hat tohe late Archbiſhop 2, To. poiſon. gur 
Fountains the Ugiverfities , and 0 wary peogle with Armitias 
and _Popiſh dorinespublickly preached and printed , and Papi 
picures 


fſors of true. Religion ). ever fonce the Reformation. ? 
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pictures publickly ſold , and bound up with our Teſtaments and 
Bibles ? Toprovokethe High-Commiſſion cruelties, and Par. 
tans diſcontents? a: a plain Popiſh Service-book (with ye- 
ry lirtle yatiation olMrom the Maſs-book:) and procure it to 
be by forcgand violence impoſed on the Church and Kingdom of 
Scotland; eo the raiſing Mutinies, and ſtirring up the Belſum E- 
piſcopale, with pretence to yoke them, and intention to deſtro 

the King and Proteſtant caſe? To rebell openly in 1ye/a»d,, and 
wich roge and cruelty to murder and maſſacre the Proteſtants > 
To divide betweenKing and Parliament in E»g1a»4, and poſleſs 
thenifelves of his Majeſties Garriſons and Armies , as under their 
command > To abet, adviſe, and effe& the moſt barbarous mur- 
ther of his late Majelty , and our ſince confuſions? All which , 
arid many the like , 'to' have- been the atchievements and accom- 
pliſhments of rheſe enemies of God to true Religion; . 'Hethar is 
in any meaſure 6bſeryant ofour affairs; can rum andread. Ant are 


not theſe expreſſions of r-ge, power, and prefumption? let right 


reaſon judge. | 
2. They canmt truly affirm , that they had uſed or given con- 


 ſons,ſecond ex- ſent to any ſupplication or remonſtrance to the purpoſes therein ex. 
"ception. boy 


eſſe | 
F Tothis, Sir, conſider , 
That although they cannot affirmic, yet others cando itin 
.truth, and with joy. 

2. Whatare the purpoſes therein expreſſed? ( not as before 
intended ) Thall-we judge” it-from the Preface ? 7r 5 the 
Zlery of Gid, ad the advancement of the Kingdom of our Lord and 

. Saviour Fefus Chrift , the honor and Lappincf "of the Kings Ma- 
jeſty , and His Poſterity , the publiek liberty ,peace ,' and ſafety 
. of the Kingdoms , wherein every —-o qirnmd condun is included, 
For the Endis the Argument which is urged to enforce the con- 
fancy tothe Covenant, and inArriclethe ſixth it js expreſfed 
tobe the try of (rofl , good of the Kingdoms , and the kedionr 
of the King ; arid theſe are the onelyparpiſes expreſſed-in theſe 
. particular a&ts propounded for the produRtion of chem, and ſhall 
- we be ſo unchuitable , astothink the Gentlemen of Oxfr4 to' 
have beenſo yoidofpiety towards God, love to their Country , 
Of foyalty toward" their King), as not to have #ſed or given con- 
ſent" ro Supplication or Remonſtrance to theſe purpoſes thertin ex- 
| Pprefe 
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preſſed? Muſt we think them ſo ſpeechleſs,as not to prayto God, 
nor ſpeak to men for the effecting of theſe purpoſes expreſſed ? 
No! I will rather | pope them wodef,. and not willing to pub- 
liſhtheir piery and zeal. to good purpoſes : or paſſionately prejn- 
diced againſt ſome one expedient propounded to the effecting of 
theſe parpoſes expreſſed, and thereby ated to confound the pur- 
poſe and purſuing meanes ; Bur, . 

3. Had not the Univerſity of Oxford Repreſentees in Parlia- 
ment ? If they did not fir, were they violently excluded > Or, 
did they give their No to the Supplications or Remonſtrances to 
the purpoſes expreſſed inthe Covenant ? and if they. did, were 
not theſe Supplicationsand Remonſtrances carried by the Majo- 
rity of Votes? Andis not the Negative fo ſwallowed therein, 
thar all perſons and bodies corporate through the Nation, did 
thereunto conſent >? When we finde Oxford excepted , we 
will ay-they could not truly affirme., they gave con- 


ſent, 


But 3dly, they did -not concerve the entring into ſuch” a OxfordReaſons 


League and Covenant , to be a la\vful, proper , and probable third exception 


means to preſerve onr ſelves and our Religion from ruine and de- 

ruttion. SF | 
# To this, Sir, we muſt.enquire into the conceipt of theſe Gen. 
tlemen , and delire to know whether it relate unto the quality of 
the Covenint, or the a# of Coveninting > The particle Sch, 
ſeems to carry it to the- quality of the Covenant , in reſpeR of 
the matter covenanted ; which afterward is particularly and in its 
proper place excepted againſt : But the words of the Covenanr 
ſuggeſtedby. this exception to be falſe, do relate unto the a of 
Covenunting , 'as We- have now at laſt for the preſervation of our 
Religion , determined to enter into a ( not ſuch a )) mutual and 
Solemn League and Covenant : Andtheplace of this exception 
is in the beginning of their exceptions to the Preface, which 
may be ſaid to.be ua part of the Covenant , and therefore ad- 
mits nat an exception to thequality of ſuch 4 Covenant : ' More. 
over the nzxt exception puts it out of doubt , that theſe words: 
relate to the att of Covenanting , in which they profeſs rhey \finde 
not in our Hiſtories any footſteps of a (worn Covenant on any 
occafion whatſaever. Sothatit ſeems to bz:the: «At? of covenar-* 
ting by Oath ,.. which they cannot conceive ' be a lawfal, pro 


” 


per, 


"Yo 


in the Orford 
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 , and probable means to preſerve Religion from ruine : Sure=. 
then Sir, the weather was very miſty about Oxford, and made 
their minds very muddy, that they could not conceive entring in- 
to Covenants, and Solemn Leagues, diftared by the light of na. 
rure , and direted by the Law of God, purſued and praQiſed by 
all Nations, ( and by 1/rael in the. cafes of their Religion, ) as 
the utmoſt of humane policy , and higheſt of ſecurity to their pr- 
vi red, asa method deteRing conce2led enmity , 
debarring fraud , expreſling affeRtion , engaging conſcience, and 
imating reſolution, to be a /aWfz/, proper, aud probable meanes 


- animating 
of ſoenriry If it be good and ſafe 3s to our C524, I hope it isno 


ble. in our Religions concernments. If Sir, I had been to 

deale with one ſingle ſtudent, I muſt haye told him, That he ſtarted 
this exception more like a Sophiſtical Diſputant, than a conſcienti- 
ous Dubitant. | | 

Fourthly, They conld ot believe the entring into this Covenant 


ach Exception t0 be according to the commendable prattice of theſe Kingdoms , 


or the example of Gods people in othir Nations : for that they 
found not the leaſt footftep in. owr Hiſtories of a ſworne Cove. 
nant ever entred into by. the people of this Kingdom wpon any 
occaſion whatſoever ; nor could they readily remember- any com- 
mendable example of-the like done in any other Nation , but are 
rather w_ by the Defenders of the Covenant, that the world never ſaw 
the like before. 
lone Sir, will not prejudice-carry men ? I cannot bur 
wonder to finde the Maſters, Students, &c. of Oxford, ſo much 
amcquainteg with Hiſtories, as neither to finde inour own, or 
ether Hiſtories , \4 commendable example of Entring into Cove- 
naxt ; I may nottnind them ofthe Covenant made by the No- 
bles Moon of Scotland among themſelves, and with Queen 
Elizabeth of Ehgland, under and againſtthe Papal might, execu- 
ted by the then Queen Regent ; nor ofthe Netherlands confede- 
5 and Covenant : Theſe will not ſeem commendable in ther 
now., though ſo judged when England became their pro- 
,and encouraged, nay, defended inthem, 

Let me therefore enquire whether they knew 7/-ae/ co hive 
been Gods people of another Nation , and that theyentered into 
Govenaat in the time of the Judges , inthe dayes of foajh, 
ab; Hexekiah, and Nehemiah, in times of Ginghe and de 
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on fn their Civil and Religious concernments; And was their pra. 
"0 D -p_— WW of Oxford 
2. Did our emen of Oxford never finde ootſteps 
in our Hiſtories concerning the Barons of Stamford, _ I uy 
allembled wort only without , but againſt the Kings conſent , and 
covenanted each with other to demand the reiention of thesr 
Liberties ;, whereupon a Parliament was holden at oc 
to-give them ſatisfaction ? And again, did they never in 
our Hiſtories, how in A1o'1258. they Aflembled at Oxford, a- 
greed on Articles , viz. The confirmation of the Charter de Foe 
refta, 2. The eftabliſning of 4 Lord Chief Fuſtice, who might 
judge them by Law. 3. The driving Aliens \and Strangers 
onz of England , and the like, and that they confederated by 
Oath, andgave their handsand watx./! faith oneto the other, , , 
that they world not defift to proſecute their purpoſe for loſs of Hiſt, dug. . 
aonry.or Lands , nor love , nor hate, no ———_ life of them, 9403941 95, 
or theirs, till they had cleared England of Strangers, and pro- 653: 
exred landable Laws : Andunder this Coyenant oy 
che Kings Brother, Richard King of Remans, and Earle of Corn. 
wall, and cauſed him to ſweare upon the Holy Goſpels this for- 
Mal Covenant : | 
Hear all men that I Richard Earle of Cornwal., ſwear »p- 
en the Holy Goſples, to be faithful and forward with you ,, te 
Reforme the Kingdom of England , hitherto by the. counſel 0 
wicked men {0 much deformed; and 7 will be an effeftwalc 
zutor , to expell the Rebels and trowblers ont of the ſame : Both 
theſe our Hiſtories ſay, were inthe time, and without the conſene 
of King Hexry the 3d. Not to trouble our Reader with the hike 
in rhe ime of King 7ohw, King Richard rhe 2d, andother Prin- 
ces; I muſt deſire the Gentlemen of Oxford to teil us, whether 
theſe were not prople of England? and be nor viſible forr= 
marks of ſome Covenant of the people of England on ſow v0ca- 
fon? Andifrthey ſhall queſtion whether they be commendable 
examples , let them pleade to obſerve the commendable Epethite 
our Hiſtorian gives upon the laſt of theſe Covenanters, calling 
them Anglie Republice Zelatores : But , the defenders of the- 
: Covenant told them, that the world never ſaw the like before + 
I but, they did not tell them, that there are ms foogfeps an} 
Coon maile 01 any occaſion ns 44 : if they had, 
| 2 were 
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| werethe Maſters'and Students in Oxford reſolved into ſuch an 


implicite Faith , as to believe an Enemy ? But I wonder theſe 
Maſters of Reaſon had fo little Reaſon, :s.to conclude a general, 
from the conceſſion of a Pecia/ : Their Margent explaineth the 
conceſſion of the defenders of the Covenant jm theſe rermes, Such 
an Oath for matter , perſons, and other circamſtances, the like 
hath not been in any Age or Oath we reade of in Sacred or hu- 
mane Stories, Know they not that there is a vaſt difference be- 
tween the general form of an Oath or Covenant , and thoſe ſpe- 
cial Qualifications which may circumſtarce it ?. . and that a difli- 
militude in the laſt, . will not: conclude that there: never w2s a 
Sworn Covenant on any occaſion? but ſit verbum ſat ſapienti, 
Thus Sir, notwithſtanding theſe learned Suggeſtions of the 
f. 1ſchood of the Preface,and in it of the afſertory part of theCove- 
nant, it yet continueth lawful ,. becauſe crue , and is our encou- 
ragement and aſſurance , that the promiſſory part will be anſwer- 
able ; Foras in rational concluſions, ſoT hope in Religious reſolu« 
tions we ſhall find 4 veris vera ſequuntar. 


SabſeftioTertia. | 
The promiſſory part of the Covenant , is in theſe fix Ar- 
ticles. | 
| | BY 
T Hat we ſhall ſincerely , really, and conſtantly', through the 
Grace of God , endeavor in onr ſcveral places and callings, 
the preſervation of the Reformed Religion in the Church of Scot- 
and, in Dottrin*, . Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government, again#t 
our. common: Enemies ;, The Reformation of Religion in the King- 
dems of England 'and Ireland in Deftrive, worſhip , Diſcipline 
end Government ,, according to the Word of God , anatheexample of 
the beſt reformed Churches * + And ſhall endeavor to bring the 
Gburches of- God in the three: Kingdoms, to the neareſt conjun- 
fion and uniformity in Religion Confeſſion of Faith, Form of 
Charch-Government, Direttory for Worſhip and Catechizing, That 
we ard our poſterity after us,may as Brethren live in Faith and Love, 
and the Lord may delight to awell in the midſ# of. ws. | 
© % | II. x 
; That. We ſhall in like manner , withomt reſpefbof perſons, en: 
PR, 2 EC feavog 
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deavor the extirpation of Popery, Prelacy( that is, Chureh-Go» 
vernment by Archbiſhops , Biſhops, their Chancellors and Com- 
miſſaries , Deans, Deans and Chapters, Archaeacons , and all o- 
ther EtcleſiaFtical Officers depending on that Hierarchy ) Smper- 
ſtition, Hereſe ,-Schiſme ,. Profaneneſs\, and Whatſoever ſoall be 
found to be contrary to ſound. Doftrine, and the power of Godlintſs | 
left we pertake in other mens fins, and thereby be in danger to receive 
of their plagnes,and that the Lord may be one,and.his Name one inthe 
three Kingdoms. 
Ny LOOP RY GR TT OH 
pe ſhall with the ſame ſincerity, reallity and conftancy, in our ſer 
veral Vocations, endeavor with our: eftates and lives, mutually to 
preſerve the Rights and Priviledges of the Parliaments; and the 
Liberties of the K ingdoms,and to preſerve and defend the Kings Ma- 
jefties perſon and authority. ( in.the preſeruation and defence of the 
true Religion, . and Liberties of the Kung doms.) that the world may 
bear Witneſs with our Conſciences of our Loyalty,and that we have ns 
thong hts or intenticns to diminiſh His Aajeſties juſt power and great= 


neſs, 
IV. | 


we'' ſhall alſo with all faithfulneſs endeaurr the diſcovery of 
all ſuch as have been, or ſball be Tncendiaries, Malignants, or 
evil Tuftruments , by hindring the Reform; tion of Religion , ai- 
viding the King from 'His people ,, or one of the King boms from, 
' another , or making any fattion or parties amongſt the people, contrary 
to this Leagne and Covenant, that they may be brought topub- 
lick trial, andreceive condign puniſhment , as the degree of their 
oFences ſhall require or deſerve , or the ſupream }udicatories of both 
K ingadoms reſpettively, or others having power from them: far that. 
effeft, ſhall judge convement. | | 


V. | 
And: whereas the happineſs of a bleſſed Peace: between theſe, 
Kingdoms , denied in former tinges to our progenitors , is | os 
geod providence of God granted anta ws , © aud hath been lately. cor- 
cluded and ſetled by both Parliaments : we ſball each one of #s, accor-- 
ding to our place and intereſt , erideavor that they may remaine- 
conoyned.in a firm Peace and: Unim;to all poſterity ; And that 


Ruſtice may be. done -#pon the: witful *oppaſers thereof, * #8 mare 
19's ner. 
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ner rapreſſed in the prectaem Arnicles, | 


VI. 

we ſail alſo atcorting to onr places and _ this come 
won canſe of Religion, Liberty and Peace of the Kingdow, aſſift 
ard drfend my af gre pa —_— Lea wr ndegy 7" 
the maintaining parſming t : { wot ſuffer onr 
felon direftly or indirefttly by whatſorver combination Loo Fr 
on or terror , to-be divided and withdrawn from thus bleſſed Union 

. and Conjunttion , whether to make defeftion to the contrary part, or 
-#d give our ſelves to 8 deteſtable indifferency or nextrality enthis 
 tanſe., which ſo wuch concermeth the glory of God, the good of the 


_ y. and the bononr of the King ; wt forall all the dayes of 


K's 5 

. on? (5028 zcatonſly ava conflamtly continge ———_— all lets and 
 inepedineenrs whatſorver ,, and what we are not able owr ſelves to 
 ſuppreſſe vr overcome , we ſhall reveal, and make known, that it may 
.be rimely prevented or removed; All which we fhall do as inthe 


fxtr of God. | 


WhenTL conſider the matter of theſe ſeyeral promiſes to have 
'been propornded-by a Parkament , on advice had withan Aﬀem- 
bly of Grave, Learned , and Judicions Divines, who were to 
difcoverfin, args Age IG PRONE evil; I 
carp +but-retain a ſtrong conjecture, rhat it ts all good and 
hwfel : And when I.confider His late M ajeftves de5ſatisfaltion 


ne than the murter , my conjecture is much confirmed : And 
when obferve His moſt Sacred Majeſty at His late Coronation, 
to have by Solemn Oath teſtified Hr allowance and approbation 
of the 'Solemn League and Covenunt , and by His Royal Decla. 
ration from Damfirmling , to have profeſſed , That on matare 
deliberation , and being fully ſatisfied of the lawfulneſſe and equity 

and and every the Articles 
areth all his Sabjefts 


fulnſeof the macterif ic be found: But when] weigh the par- 
x Eb CIcu- 


Aa Mt. « a — a 
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ticularspromiſed , and find them to be the Preſervation of Re- 
kgion , and Reformation wherein it 5s corrupted, and remoual of 
kg there unto ebſtrattive , as to the religious part .of it, and 
the preſeruation of the Kings Prevogative , and peoples liberty , 
and Nations wnity , and removal of the enemies thereof, as to 
the civil part of it, my concluſion is eſtabliſhed; and 1 find it fo 
farre from «»/awf/, that it binds us not to any thing, which in 
the nature of it, is not onus a poſitive duty , though not hound 
by this moſt Sacred Bond, and fo farre is this Covenant from 8 

nancie to 9#r baptiſmal Covenant, as our Dr, hath ſugge- , p,,. ,, 
ſted in his * Analyſ5r; that as I havein my * Analepſis, noted, It is * Page 2 
no hard matter to reſolve it into the three heads of our baptiſmal ; 
promiſe taught by our Church : For, if 7 muſt believe the Ar- 
ticles of the Creed, 1 muſt preſerve ſound DeQrine, and reform 
ro my power what is corrupt : If / muſt keep Gods Commands 
ments, I muſt purſue pure worſhip , Religion towards God, 
and Loyalty , Love, and unity towards men : Andif 7 muſt re» 
nounce the Divel and all his works, 1 muſt extirpate Popery, 
and Papal Prelacy , Superſticion, Herefie , Schiſme, will all in. 
cendianies , andevilinſtruments, hinderers of Reformation. And 
now I ſhall pray Dr. Gander will ſhew us wherein #443 Cove- 
want us ſo vaſtly different from the Covenant made in Baptiſme, 
Yet I ſhall conſider once more the matter of the Covenant by thoſe 
Rules which reſolve the matter of an Oath unkawful; and if it be 
—_— chargeable, I ſhall conſent to the diſcharpe of this Holy 
Bond.. - - | 
An Oathis (in reference tothe matter of it) determined «w- 
lawful , when it is wnneceſſary , and about trifles; and chatis che 
prophaning of an Oath, yet , will abide a queſtion ,  whecher ic 
do not binde ? 
But I preſume , none will be ſo childifh , «+ to "ay or think 
the Parity of Religion , Honogr and Amnthority of the King ,Pri- 
viledges of Parliament , Liberty of the Subjeft , and Unity of the 
Kingdom , are rrifles, than which, ng matters can be more 
ty and needful tous , as men or Chriſtians : Nor isitof any force 
to ſay , Thele were ſecured by Laws and Profeſſion of « livfol WOES 
and Religions King ;, whilſt theſe did not expel the ſpirit of jealon- Pg 
fie, the matter was of thaz weight, as+0 render an Oath and Co-. © = 
venans neceſſary. . + | np ; D:Þ57; 
o econd-- 
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Secondly , AnOath is #nlawfs/ when the matter ofit is 9po/+ 
fble, for ad impoſſibile Nemo teneatur, whether the impoſlibilicy 
be in the nature of the thing, or ation converſant about it, bur 
our Solemne League and Coyenant is free from any appearance of 
impoſſibility inthe nature of the things covenanted':; I hope the Re. 
formation of Religion, and preſervation of humane order, peace, 
and unity, will be owned as poflibilities beyond the Zearning of 
Seles and 7 Aﬀe : Very little ground is there for that Scruple which is ur- 
Doubrs abour Bed by our Drs. Anonymousfriend, That.Zxtirpation is the im. 
erking the Co- mediate work of God in the heart ,, as if it were no way a humane 
venant- f.7.8: AR within mens power, in reference to the exerciſe and profeſſ- 

on a principle or practice in the Kingdom. | 
Noris there any impoſſibility chargeable on the 47, which 
is all along limited unto an endeavonr according to onr ſeveral jla- 
ces and callings : which might methinks have ſatisfied the ſame 
Queſtioniſts , that, though Bani/hment or Death be extirpating 
Atts, yet they might be out of his place and callirg, and other Acts 

did to him parcicularly belong. 

Let it here be noted, that tough the Law were (as ſome {i Up- 
poſe) againſt ſomeching ſwornin tus Covenant, yet this puts nor 
a morel inipoſſi bility upon the ſame; for that a National Oathis the 
moſt-full and authentick Repeal, and diſcharge of former Laws, 
or the thing ſworn may be effected by a meek and humble ende:. 
vour in our places and callings, to have thit Law voided, and r.- 
ed. 
_ as tO what impoſlibility did ſeem to lie upon the extirpa- 
tz5n of ſome things-in this. Covenant ſworn to be extirpated by 
reaſon of 'the, Coronation Oath of His late conſcienticus Majeſty, 
K. was greater in appearance than in rea/ity'; For, the Oath of 
a Prince may be vacated by the impoſſibility put on it by the con-. 
trary Oath-of the people, though tumultuouſly ſworn, as it was 
x Sam-14.46, inthe reſcue of Zonathan from King Saxls Oath :' I jullifie not; 
nay ; f pray:Goad prevent the inſurrection of. thenatyra/ againſt 
the politicgl power ; -buti cannot: bur take notice that God fome. 
times ſuffers 1t, andproduceth his own will by it.: as-ia this caſe, 
and in the caſting off Same/, and changing the government, 
and amongſt us (Heorreſes referens, ) in ſuffering the madneſs of the 
People to prevaile againſt Hisl3te Majeſty,, not only to the: con-- 
tradition of His Oath , but cutting off His Royal perſon, w_ 
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[Þ-cleating the impoſſibility char dd appear between this Cove- 
nd his Coronation Oath: and in 


Thirdly, An Oath is in reſpe& of the matter unlawtul, when 
it is :22Þ:08 , and expreſly againſt Gods Word and Command ; 
being ſain ir ſelf, and nature of che thing; and then the Rule 
muſt be admitted; Patt a que twrpem cauſam continent non ſunt 
obſervanda ; AndOath muſt be the Bond of iniquity. 

Here Sir, be pleaſed to obſerve, that though I could not con- 
ſant to the Drs. oppoſition of Trath, Faſtice, Reaſon, Religion, 
and duty to God or man, as Iron, Adamantine bonds unto the weak 
Wirhs & Cords of anOath,which is dire&ly contrary tothe nature 
thereof; yer I acknowledze ih them ſuch power as no Oath can 
bind againſt : If he or any will aſſume and make good the aſſum- 
prion, That the matrerof the Covenans is of its ſelf and own na- 
ture contrary to Truth, Fuſtice, Reaſon, _ » Or duty to 
| God 
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God and manz 1 will admit the ſ:quel, and conclude 5 doth noe 
oblige : But I have yer fouud none char have herein charged it , 
ſome indeed oppoſe to ſ>me parc of the Covenant, an Ap»ſt»1:c4l 
fradition , but no diviae infitution or di.ection to any part 
chereof. % | 

The unlawfulueſſe which I find charg'd on the matter of the 
Covenant, is uſually accidental in ſome circunſtances converſane 
about the eA#, more than the matter ſw rve , and hath been 
produce as a jult barre tothe taking of the Covenant , bur is in 
vain now produced to break its bonds laid upon us, as I have bee 

fo:enored, I eaſily grant thiatthe Oath which is not ſyyorne 7» 

truth , in Juſtice, and in 1n4gment , is very proghanely ſworn ; 

yet affirm , ic may bz /rongl binding ; and {5 hereupon I mighe 
diſcharge this Se&ion as running into the former ; but becauſe 
ſimple men ſeem ſtartled by that #nlawfn neſs of matter in the 
. Covenant : which is ſuggeſted in the Oxford Reaſons , for their 
won-corfederacy with the reſt of che Nation , and do commonly 
produce them as the preſent only plea , to Cilcharge the Oat') of 

God ; 1 ſhall make bold ro weigh the ſame , and (ee what more 

freneth is in theit Scrnp/cs As fo the marter promiſed, than was 

in reference to the matter aſterted ; and whether aninclligent 

Caſuiſt would not have ea(ily reſolve. cheir doubts ,. and enlarged 

their conſciences. | | 

» Subſe Alio quirta. | 

The Maſter, Scholars, and other Officers and: Members of 
the Univerſity ofOxf-r4,in their Apology for nor raking th2Co- 
venant , ure their Reaſons agairſt the lame as n»lawfu/ not, in 
the matter 1t felf imply confidered , but by accident , in reſpe& 
of ſome circum ftances attending che nſelves; and diſcapacitiring 
them unto t*eAR,and they offer their cxceptions unto theArticl.s. 

ſeverally and diftin&ly. ; 
Unro the firſt Article they except agunſt the Preſ rwat ion 
or of the Reformed Religion of the Churc of Scotland in Do- 
ford Reaſons &rine , and Worſhip . Diſciplin2, and Government , and 


S7.3-945-4+ then acainſt the Reformation of England 1 thoſe particu- 
Lirs. | 

I Except. Unco the firſt rhey tell us, They are not ſatisfied how they 
can in judgment ſwear to endeguour to preſerve the Religion of ang- 
ther Kjngaom., | 


To 
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To waich I aaſyer ta General, it is but reaſon they ſuſpend 
the At untill chey can ſwear 5» judgment 3 though ſuch as have 
raſh'y in iznorance prophaned ch2 Oath by ſwearing it, muſt in 
ſence of irs Sacr2d Obligation inform their 1udgments, that they 
may p<reorime it, and nor caſt ic off : but what hindreth their 
judgment in this required A&? | 

They urge ſour ob(tructive reaſons : As 

Firlt, As # did not conc rn them to have very much , (> 
they profeſs they had verydiutle underſtanding thereof, 

In which reaſon it is to be noted, 

I. They had ſomennd:r/tanding of the Doftrine, Worſhip, ; 
Diſcipline, and Goverumen: of the Church of Scotland; and thar f 
tele might ſo farre enlighten cheir judgment, as lawſully to ; 
ſwear the preſervation thereof : I preſume many Citizens have ; 
little and bur general notion of thz Liberties they ſwear to pre- ' 
ſerve, yet are judged to ſwear in judgment. bl 

2. 1 wonker an Priverſity , and Proteſtant Varverſity , th! 
converling in all Books, ( and I muſt imagine ) meeting wich | it 


1 Reaton of 
this exception, 


the ewo Books of the Diſcipline of the Church of Scrtland, theic 
Confeſlionof Faich,and.-Form of Worſhip. entertaining School- 
menand Bi{hps, thence fld, 'by reaſon of the ſame and open- [EM 
ly oppugning and diſputing again(t che ſame, ſhould profeſs they Yik 
had thereof /:tele under it anding ; butir may be they.minded not 114, 
ro ſtudy theſe things. ul 
3. Some enki in the Religion of another Kingdom 
was neceſſary to them as Chriſtians and Proteſtants , by vertue 
of the Communion of the Church ; and ſome as a» Vniver fury, 
and Proteſtant School of Learning , where the true Religion of 
the Reformed Churches was to be . defended , duob-sdiffolved, 
and errors oppugned and contradied ; and ſame was neceſſary, 
rothemas S«b;efts , required to fryzar the preſervation thereof 5 
forthe injunRion could not but pravoke, an enquiry after, the 
matter to be pr:ſerved : I wonder therefore how theſe men 
could profeſs it did. not concernghetn to have much , whofif I 
| - miſtake not )ought roknow as much asall che Nation beſides : 
.bur from-what they know , they ,adde . the next Reaſon , 
- (15) a | 
In three of the. four ſpecified particulars ; (vi2.) Worſhip , | 
- Diſciplin',, «nd Governawent 4 xt -45 much worſe ; and E t Hm_ 
G 2 fourth 
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fourth, that of Dottrire , not at all better than our ewn to b: re. 
.rmed. | 
F - IwonderSir, what account of the Doftrine, Wurſhip, Diſc.- 
pline, and Gove, ument :f the Churchof Scotland was by the oc- 
currencesof rthof: unhappy itmes , brought unco the knowledge 
of the Univerſity of Oxford ? I hope they were more wile and 
ju chan ro-rake 1 from Mr. 7chn Maxwel, pretended Biſhop of 
Roſs, (a min excommunicated by the Church)” and cenſured by 
the Scate of that Kingdom, a protefled Enemy, and enraged De+ 
linquent, curſin, his very Judges ) whom I-find abour chat cime 
at Oxfeurd, writing his Iſfackars Bxraen , ( a moſt railing, re- 
proachful diſcovery of the Diſcipline of the Church of Scor/anad:) 
and the ratt er, for that the hear of expeRation and oftencation or 
many (in reference to that book) was cooled by a providential 
fire which ſeiz'd on the Printing-Houſe, and burned the Copies. 
ready to be publiſhed the nexr day,as Mr. Baylte in his Undicati- 
on.of the Government of that Church (which theſe Gentlmen mighc 

have met with) doth reftifie: 

Yer Sir, had theſe men of reading regarded what more ſober 
and impartial men have ſaid and written, they would have had 
another CharaQer of this Church-: I may'nor mind them of the 
eAplogy to the Dottors of Oxford , in the time of King Fames , 
preferring tb: Doftrive, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government of 
Scotland; before that of Englard , or of their Philade/phian 
purity, who did nor only keep the Dottr ine of Salvation pure and 
free from. corruption , but doth alſo deliver it in writing , and 
exerciſe in praftice that ſincere manner of government, whereby 


men are made pertakers of Salvation mentioned by Mr, Brig hz 
- man cur Countreyman ; they will poſſibly cell-us, theſe were 


Sezeratsſts to whom Scotlandis no friend ) or Pu- 


* Magnum be: Dei mw» ritans : Yet methinks * Beza may call for a lictle 

_ nws quod wa & rebg- audience and reſpe&t ffom this Learned Aflembly:and 
. yoga —_ he told us long fince, This is the great gift of God, that 
vinculum in Scotiam in- J9# have brought imo Scotland rogether pure Religion, 
tulflis. Sic obſtecro &: and food order , which is the bond to hold faſt the Do- 
obteftor ber duo fil re- {frine, and' I heartily pray: and beſeech you-for Gods 
dinet, ut uno amiſſo al- ſake hold faſt theſe two together, and alwayes remem- 


on Lone _ bey , that if one be loft , theo her cannot long remain: 


And no leſs venerable, I preſume, is the Corpus. Con- 


fefſi- 
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ſeſſion, the Harmony of Co'fefſions of all the reformed Chur- 
ches; and yer therein they have an account of the Church of Sco:- 
land ," which might render it more acceptable, and worthy robe 
preſerved, For thus it is reported by the Colletor, who much 
rejoycedin the providence x 6s broughr their Confeſſi- « xp ;y4,4 ecctife Sco- 
on info his hand: * Ic 3s the rare priviledge of the ticanz privilegium rarum 
Chu: ch of Scotlaod bef.re many , in which reſpett her p'« multis, in quo ettam 
name is famous even amovg flrangers that about the [pace X ___ apud Fes ton ſuit 
of fifty and four years without Schiſmeyea or Herefie,ſh: avs dh, xr rebar 
: 4 a - plus m'nus 54. fine 
hath: holden faſt unity, with purity of DoRtrine ; the Schiſmate nedum Here- 
greateſt help of this unity b 7 the mercy of God was, that i, unitatem cum puritate- 
with the Doftrine , the Dt: capline of Cl rs/t ard his A- coftrine prevaverit & 
poitles, as it rs preſcribed in the Word of God , was by grove tf 5 Djs dogma « 
little and littl: tog ther received, and according to that 17 pier ae fair 
Dyſcipline ſo near as might be, the whole government qud paulatim cam do- 
of the Church w-s lifpefed the Lord G od f bis infi- &rina , Chriſti &> Apo- 
nite goodneſs grant unto the Kings Majeſty , and to all foloruam Diſciplins #$- 
the Rulers of the Charch , that according to the Word © 7 07 Fo Det praſcri- 
: pra eft, una ſuit recepta, 
of God they may perpetually keep that unity , and the y, quam droxime fieri po- 
parity of Dottr ne. tit ſecundum cam _ 
; eccleſia regimen fuit 
miniftratum. Dct Domings Deus pro immen'a ſua bonttate Regie Mjeprs, — 
Feclefiarum gubernatoribus, ut ex Dei verboillam wiitatem & Dottrine puritatem p"1petuo-: 
conſervat. Corpus Confeſl, p. 6: | 


Unto theſe might be added the teſtimony of Arundel, Hut- 
ton, and Matthews , three Engliſh Archbiſhops, approvirg the 
order of the Church of Scotland; and the joy of King James 
profeſſed in the Aſſembly 1590. 7 ht He was torn to be 4 

- King of the fncer:ft Church in the world : All which mighe 
have brought to their knowledge a better account : but they look- 
ed not ſofarre back, but take it up by occnrrents of thoſe unhap- 

times; in which I fear Scor/ard was not more full of perplex;- 
ties, than Oxfo.'d of p+ſſion and prejudice. | 

' 3» But in what parcicu'ars are the DoArine, Worſhip Diſci- 
pline,and Government,much worſe than that of Erg/and? They 
ſhould fpectfie theſe bad things ; for generalia non pungent ; 1 
confeſs ina Notion of Philoſophy , or queſtion in Divinity, the 
Say 'o of a Univerſity is of ſome Authority; but of none in the caſe 


of an accuſation which muſt be particularly-charged andplainly 
| Proved 
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proved, if Exglands Do&tine be dont f:il and defeRive in reſpea 
of its clearne/s and certainty ,or ſophiiiicatedby th2 o/:1rnuded fan. 
cies andrerms of privatemen, as Mr, Pry» hath plainly char. 
ped in his Epiſtle to the late King , prefixed to his Quench-coal , 
and as the Miniſters of ſundryCounties in their Reaſons for Refor. 
mation have ſuggeſted ; and Mr. Ham 1:5 1 hismodeſt anſwer 
to Dr. Peirſ»# , hath cleerly demon(irared, it will be found as 
much betrer chan the DoRrine of the Church of Sco land , ag 
its Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government, is worſe than that of 
Evgland : And hope, rhe one be as goed ; though nothing 
be:ter than the other, there can beno great Scruple, to [wear to 
$Reaſon of this Endeavour the preſervation of it: Bur to proceed, 

exception re= Their third Rea(on isa ſuppoſed contrad'&ion in this firſt Ar- 


ferred to the ricle of the Covenant» This ſhall be confidered under another 
fifch SeRion of Head 


by _— - The fourth Reaſon why they could not ſwear the preſervati- 


this exception. On of the Religion in Scotland, 18 this , Wherein we already find 
' ſome things,to our thinking tending towards Super it ition andSchiſm, 
which call for R;formation. 

Here Sir, they ſeem to ſpecihe what in the 2d te1ſon they had 
ſuggeſted in. general terms e But ler it be obſerved, 

I, That they find not inthe Churclyof Scotland an) fornpal 
Superſtition or Schiſme , but at the moſt ſomething tending to- 
wards them, 7 imagine many Oxford Maſters will not willingly 
admit a Reformation, or be denied a preſervation of many things 
apparently tending towards Popery , bua not Popery ic 
ſelf, 

2. Thethings they find, do but to their thinking, tend to- 
wards Superſtition or Shiſme 3 but they have no certainty of it ; 

 MuſconjeRure ſtand againſt theCovenant and concluſions of o- 
thers?Methinks Superſtition and Schiſm ſhould be ſo well known 
to the Scholars of Oxford , that they migtic be able to conclude 
what things tend thereunto, =» gs. 

'3. What are the things they find in the Church of Scotland 
which tend ( in their thinking) to Superſticion and Schiſm ? 
They point us unco the Margine , and there we- find ( v:z. ) is 
accounting Biſhoys eAntichriſtian, and indifferent Ceremonies an- 

lawful; this they refer to Superſtition : And (viz.) i» ma- 
king their Diſcipline ad Government a mark of the tras Church , 


and 
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and the ſetting up thereof the er. fling of the Throye of Teſu 
Chriſt ; and this they referre to Schiſm. Sure Sir, they were in 
a great ſtrait , that made a ſhifc ro ſpecifie theſe ſad corruprions, 
bur yet they do nor tell us, where they find theſe Jaid down as the 
Doarines of the Church of Scorl.nd ; whether in their Confef- 
fion, or form of mans $/5 Whil&in their re: of Falch 
they cive unto general Aﬀemblies a»thority abowmr Ceremonies, I 
—_— think they deem imaiffer:nt C —— #nlawful; nor do rg) 1 : 
I find tnat they (as England hath done ) do any where make z op, r20-121, 
their Diſcipline a part of their faith z that ſo they might damn | 
Biſhops as Antickriſtian ; 1 find indeed, that they make Diſci- 4c: 8. 2-118. 
pline rightly aaminiſiy.d as # preſcribed in the Word of Ged, 
the note of a true Church ; but they do not appropriate 1t to their 
Diſcipline and Government, astheſ: l:arned men would have us 
readit, Iknowindeed, that the Scotch Divines do account 
Engliſh Biſhops Antichriltian, ard Engliſh, Popiſh Ceremonies un- 
lawful, but they deny them to be iza:fferent ; but theſe are ſpe» 
oo: , and far from the generals charged on them ; nor can theſe 


Fpecials be condemn'd iathem , until Carth:rwoods Al are Da- 


weſcenuw,and Mr. Gil.eſpics Diſpute againſt the Engl.ſh-Pop ſþ 
Ceremonies, (which have paſſed w th much approbation through 
all che Reformed Churches, and I preſume, mifled not Oxford) 
be fully anſwered, 

4- But wherein lieth the tendency of theſe principles ts Su- 
p:rſt1149n and Schiſms , that theſe learned men think of As to 
their nature they are negative and excluſive ; and Ideem a 
d:nial of any of Gods appointments to be prophanereſſe not /u- 
peri#3tion, 1am apt.co think Swpe-ſtition to be a poſitive innovati- 
on and ere&ion of ſome new matter and attion Lntothe worſhip 
of God on mans meer will and invention,. without G-ds inſtitu- 
tiov, I remember Mr. Blake denieth the baprizing of Bellsyor the 
Hor(e in Huntipgtenſbire , to be Superſtition , and damns ir as a 
prophane milapplication of Gods Ordinance : How then the ex.. 
cluſion, negleR, or prophaneefieem of B:ſhops and Ceremonies 
can tend to Superſtition,l confefle I ſee not. Think you Sir, the 
Eearned men of Oxford did deem Biſhops and indifferent Ceremg.. 
pies to be ſuch immediate inſtitutions and effential parrs of Di. 
vine worthip, chat they think a profane contempr of them michc 
tend (by excluſion thereof,) to make way for ſome innoyation. in 


theis 
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their room ; then I alſo will chink they te-d rowards Super ſtiticm, 
but muſt think they are not 1»drfererr: 
I wiſh Sic, they have not miſtaken the Scotch notion of a 
Gent. 244, c.2, true Church , which 1s oppoſed as well to a corrupt , as falſely 
col. 10g, conſtituted Church ; the CM agdebuygerces do ſooppote itin the 
very ſame caſe, Vera exrmgrccleſia, Ofc. For, a traeChurch, 
4s tt retains pure Diftrine, ſo dlſo it keeps /implicity of Cereme. 
mes ; but an hypocritical Church for the moſt part, changeth the 
Ceremones inſtituted by God , multipl eth ro1ts own traditions. 
And Bithop Halls Vere ard vera Eccleſia , is no ranger at Ox- 
ford, and if then Scorland (concluding her Government tobe ac- 
cording to the Word of God )) ſhould ſay, De ſpecie, It is the 
fign of @ true ( that is, apure ) Church b:{t Reformed , becauſe 
the eretting of th: Throxe of Chriſt, doth it not tend more to 
provoke Reformation ofChurches truly conſtitured but not com- 
pleated, than to (ttrre up Schiſm > For they do or, nor ever did 
deny communion with. Churches herein def-&tive, and under 
male-adminiftration of Diſcipline and Government. 
Subſettio quints, © 
We ſee Sir,very littlz ground to ſtumble at the preſervation 
of the Do&rine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government of the 
Church of Scotland; ler us try the Rrength of rheir exceptions a- 
. gainſtthe endeavor of theReformation of theſe in theKingdom of 
England: And to this they tell us, 
OFford exce- T hey are not ſatisfied haw they can ſwear to endeavour the 
_ Re- Reformation of _— in Doftrine, Worſhip , Difcipline , and 
ormation of .(G,yerument ; which without making a change therein, catmot be 


BI) 


England. dene.. For this they urge three grounds or reaſons,which ſeem to 
A be of weight. 
rg bet - _ Thefirſtwhereof, is, 


Without giving manifeft ſcandal to the Papilt and Seperatiſt,B 
Y alle thecauſe , which our g1dly B ops, as raked 


and all our learned Drvines ( ever ſince the Reformation ) have 
both by ther Writings and Sufferings, maintained ; who have ju- 
ſtified againſt them both the Religion ef! abliſhed in theChurch of En- 
oland, to be agreeable tothe Word of God, | 

2. TJuſtifying the Papiſts reproach and ſcorne We know mt 
where toftay, what 15 our Rel gion , and thatit is a Parliam:nta- 
ry Relegsm, 


- Ss: al 


| 1 Yhe* Faftnine of St; Peters: Keters, 

3. : A tacite acknowleigement, that there -is famething bath 
in Doftrine and Worſhip ( whereunto their conformity hath been 
required) mt agrecable to the Word of God, and ſo juſtifying the 
126nſancy of the ene,and ſep ration of the other, | | 

| 4. Aw implied Confeſſion that the laws and puniſhments of 

Paprſts for not joyning iu that form of Warſkip, which omr. ſel ves 
( a5 well as the) do not approve of, were unjuſt. | 

- A very fair and ſpecious exception ! To which, Sir, 1 


ſay, 

| n . Thatic is well, Scandal is at length become an Argument 
of any force; Had ir been regarded when rightly pleagled by the 
Nonconformiſts ( enemies to leparation, as well as Popery) tacre, 
mide not have been 4 Slemn League and Covenant to conlirain 
1cs flea in a caſe wherein ( under corre&ion) it ſeems to have 
lolt its force: For if, Sir,” we have through ignorance praQtiſed, 
or wilfulnefs perſiſted in any finfu! Superiiicious courſe, concer- 
ning which we have been admoniſhed by ſome, and declined by 
others, and yet being armed with power did conſtrain a compli- 
ance with us, ſo that a Receflion from the ſame muſt bz our 
ſhame, and their ſcandal ro whom we would not hearken ; I 
hope we mult nor, for fear thereof, goonin lin, and refuſe fo 
much as to endeavour a Reformation: If in this caſe ſcandal had 
been of any force, hw, or when had Proteſtant Religion: been 
effected by ſuch who bad burned for Heretickg, all thar- 'ware 
bur ſuſp. ted of inclining to ic > Were not ch2 Papilts then as 
much and more ſcanda 'z2d as now ? Is Scandal of any more 
force in the follo.ving deyrees of Reformation , than ia the firſt 
a& thereof > Tho b it isa top to fin , and ſtay of violence in 
impoſing things indifferent, muſt it be of any firength co barre 
duty in thz endeayors of Reformation ? I believe, Sic, profeſſors 
ef Phyſick and Chirurgery, wil not conſent ill fimors to go un- 
purged, or feftred, incurable members uncut off,, becauſe ſome 
will be ſcandalized, that their advice was notſoener minded, and 
others at the paſt, real, and now-ſceming cruelty acted by the 
preſcnt change. | , / ft os , | 

- 2- Icisto me ſtrange, to ſee Papifts and Separatifts con- 
joyned as obiets of the ſame ſcandal : I am ſure the reaſon and 
grou 'd muſtbe cireQly contrary ;. Continuarce of corruption to 


the one ; and Kewoval thereof ro the other ; the Separarift is 
a | offen- 


The Faſtnlng of I. Peters Feters, 
off-nded that there were ſo a» Popiſh Ceremonies recained, 
andthar ſo lovg, when by him coo riyidly refitted : The Pajgf 
that there were ſo few, and likely to be gone /» ſoo» : Byc I pre» 
ſume, they are ſuppoſed i al;quo terti0 convenire ,, to agree in 
ſome other capacity; The things are now co be Reformed ; 
for-non-obſervance of which they were both attited ; and then 
Sir, | 
- 3. The Scandal ſeems tobe a meer fancy ſpringing from-a 
fallacy in theſe worgs, The Religion eſtabliſhed in the Church of 
£rpland ; which theſe ſerious Caſuttis f.with-reverence may 1. 
norte it.) do tome ſeem ſophiſtically ro underſtand in a ſence dit- 
ferenrfrom the words of the Covenant, which are theſe, The Ke-. 
formation of Reliz/on in the Kingdom of England in Dottrine,Wor- 
ſbtp, Diſcipline, and Government, 

e+e with therefore be obſerved, that Religion as ir denoteth the- 
arter, fabſtancial parts, and ciſential forms of divine Worſhip, 
is different from the Ciroymptances, Ord v, and Ceremonies an- 
nexed rhereunto , and only as appendants thereof deemed Re/;- 
$iois, which are converſant about, and ſeparable from Religion, 
hable to ajreration as the prudence of men doth dire; and none 
but ignorant Idiots will deem the change of them. charg- of 
Kel:gion ;. for theſe are different in the Keformed Churches ,whom 
yet, (1 hope ) the Hniverfi:ie of Oxford will awn to. be of the 
fam: Protrſt ant R: I'gion with the Church of England, agreeing 
it the ſme faith, though not ſudſcribing the ſame formal indinge. 
' dual Articles; adminifiring the ſawe w-rjþip, though not in the 
ſame order, and with the ſame Ceremories, 

Agvin Sir, we muſt diRinguiſh between whit's eftab/;ſhed, 
and what is :xerciſedin the Kingdom of Ergiard; Though we 
do nor'jdftifie, nay, believe a neceſſity of Retormation in-many 
particularsin the Doftrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government 
eftabliſked ; yer we know in all theſe particulars, many groſsand 
abſurd corruprions brought in, and continued by a firong hand , 
were exercifed .;n the Kingdom of E neland ; and that in refe- 
tence to all theſe particulars : 1, For Fans as Hy) any i- 
cular confeſſion and pemnance was niccſſar Profitable for 
Chriftian men," and in Chrifts Church ; Thar Chriffians _— 
hawe Altars, ard bow to them as t:vards Gods mercy-ſeat, and 
phe place of Chriſt his real. preſence on earth: Thas Jeſu: Chrift 


and. 
\ 
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ited his paſſion are ofered wp 45 4 Sacrifice-in the Sacrament of 


the Altar : That; (rucifixes, Images , and Pittures of Chriſt, 
God, and Saints, may be lawfully and profitably uſed and ſet up 
in Charches: That the Pop: or Papacy is not | Antichriſt That 
there are Canonical honres of prayer which onght to be obſcrved : 
That Churches, Altars, Chalices, and Church-yards , onghr to 
be conſecrated : That men had free-will of them(ely:s to Relieve 
and repem + That men might totally and finally fall from prace: 
That Sunday is t0 Sabbath : That Biſhops have a Suternys 

of Ordey and Furiſdiftion above other Min:Sters , and that by 
Divine Right - Nor can there be a trus Church , whore there 
- are not ſuc2 Biſhips : Theſe and many ſuch like ( it is well 
known) were publickly prea hed by Monntague, Conens , 
Pocklington, Shelford, Dowe, Ry:v:s, Adams, and others, and 
the Preachers defended even inthe Univerfiry from cenſure for 
them ; nay, theſe wete Pri-2:4 in ſeveral Books of the ſame Au- 
rhors, licenſed andallowed by the Archbiſhop and his Chaplains, 
and many of th:m «fſerred in the viſitation Articles of ſome 
Biſhops, a+d yer were not eftablithed inthe Church of England. 
A: in Dofrine, ſo in worſhip, many corruptions were innove- 
ed and exerciſed? As, Bowirg at the Name of Jeſus : The 
turning Commmnion-T ables into Alters, or eAltarwiſe, and Ravl- 
ing them mr; furnilhing them with Candleſticks and Taper; : Ty- 
ing the Goſpel, the bleſſing , and other parts of the publick, ſer- 
wice to ihat place encloſed, and bowing to theſe Altars : The 
making Crucifixes and Cannes , pittures of God, Chriſt, the 
HolyG beſt, Uirgin Mary, and other Sams nour Churchewin- 
"dows: Conſecration of Charches, Fonts , Bells,” and the like: 
All which, 'and many ſuch, were firſt innovated to the Chappel 
at Laewb:th, and fertied over to #hite-ball, and fo tranſmic- 
ced roall Carhedral,and almoſt all PariſhCharches;and yet were 
noteſtabliſhed a. though enforced by the corruption! of 
"Diſcipline in the Viſitation Articles of Biſhop Wren , «Bilhop 
CMountagne, Biſhop Prirey, Bilhop Zn4'cy, and Biſhop Skin 
ner, and others in their ſeveral Diocefles ; and by the (ilencing , 
ſuſpenſion, excommunicatipn , and impriſonment, and High 
"Commiſſion vexation of Mr. Channcey Vicar , and Mr. Parker, 
an Tahabicanc of Pare, Mr. Barros of Co/chefter, and many 0- 
thers : Nor was Governwenr any more pure, if we _—_— 
ne ES H 3 on 
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| howitwas exerciſedin the , High Commiſſion , and Star-Chame- 
. b:y, with all rigor, cruelty, and injuſtice ; and in Viſa: ions, 
Citations, Probate.of VVills, Letters of Admmiſtration and E x- 
communication inthe. name, and under the Seal of the Biſhops 
themſelyes, never..authoiiz<d thereunto:. A'l which.were evi- 
.dently needful to be reformed, as having been ſo publickly exer- 
. ciſed;and potently.defended, and might well enforce. a covenan- 
-ted endeavor 'to reform Reliziog in the Kingdom cf Eng- 
\*  Iwell know, Sir, that-the chapge of Re/ig on makes a great 
ſound in the world, eſpecially if «5 ab1iſhed : I cannor be inſen- 
{ible of the noiſe. made by it agzinſt our firſt Reformation , and 
mult expe the Ecchoto follow all afrer-acts and degrees there- 
of, for all.« hanges are ſcaxdalons , and many very dangerous :.If 
therefore theſe Maſters andScholars of. Oxford could rationally 
conceiye-the Covenant to bind them to endeavor «change of Ke-- 
: liguann the ſubſtar ce, maticy, and efſextial parts and form they:- 
of . then I,muſt.confeſs their exception is very important; for we 
_cannotdeny that our Biſhops, AMartyrs,. and Learned Divines , 
, have by Suff erit [4 and Writing teſt ied it. to have been agreeable 
Jo the Weird of God: And-thac.to reſolve that into,the power 
_andpleaſure of a Parliamepr .(\who.may GireR and and authorize the- 
. Profeſſion, bur not preſcribe the matter or form )) .were to make 
. 1c, a Parlianentery Religion and the change thereof muſt needs 
. condemn our Laws, and the puniſhment 0 , Bapiſts: not joyning 
wh us as unjuR,. and ſo juſtifie Papyft and Separatifl ;. he one 
in bis reeuſarct, and the.oter in his ſeparatio», : | 
: -;/\Bur, Sir, when1 conſider the Religion of Scotlayd to be pre- 
ſerved as the concomitant and provocation, the /{ord «f God to. 
.be the: Rule; and the beſt reformed C burches ( profelling the 
ſame ſubſ{tancial Religion, though differing in adminiſtration and 
; order ) opounded as the pattern; I ſee not how.right reaſon 
; canrender any ſuch ſence obit z. and the rather , for that, Refor- 
.#n4210n, ,not alteration of. Religion, * 15 the, formal aft which 
preſuppoſeth the continuatian of the ſubye& abour which it is 
conyerſant, - - | 
_ -.\ But, Sir, if chey (as they needs.muſt ) by Religion under- 
"Rand the order; and aunexed Ceremonigs appendaxt to Religion, 
bes eſaited, ana the Cres in Fopuſm, line 
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dyes, and order of the Litwrgy, and the like; or only. exerci- | 
ſed andenforced by Prelates power atid countenance, asthe cor- 
ruptions before mentiones. ; then we'mult ſay their exception is of 
1:0 weight , nor the reaſon any thing worth z for this change can 
be no fuch /candal, as'is conceived ;” for we deny them to have 
been teſtified by owr Biſhops, Martyrs, ard learned mn , by 
any Sufferings or Writings ( untill: of late by the perſons and 
ſuch like before mentioned ) as 29 ceabl: t9 the Word of God; 
and muſt put them to the proof of 1e3 we think we are able'to 
produce Tindal, Latimer, Hoop:r, Ridl y, Farrar, and ma- 
ny other Martyrs, by laying down their Biſhopricks , and other 
conteſts and ſufferings to have reftified agarnit them, ' and\ Mr. 

Cartw iohr, Baines, and many Devinſhire, Cornwal, 2nd Lin- 
colnſhire Miniſters, and others , ever fince the Reformation by 
Writing, Peticion, Remonſtrance , Apology , and Sufferings 
to havereſtified” againſt not only the corraprrons exerciſed ( a- 
oainſt which our Feel, Fulk, Whitaker, Archbiſhop Parker /; ; 
Dr. Ward, Dr. Brownrigge, Dr, Bancroft, and all ſound and | 
learned Divines , not devoted to return to Romer, have wrieten ) | 
but even thr zery Order and (eremon'es efhabliſhed, as being* wok | 
agreeable tr the Wordof God : "And if theſe ſearned Gentlemen | 
had pleaſed toobſerve rhe 'Y3ftarion and bigh Commiſſion *5y0% | 
ceedings, they might have fonnd Prymn, Burton, Baſtwick: Layton, 
Workman, Langley, Hind, Nichols, Baſl,and many others (known 
leatned men): who were filenced, ſuſpended, impriſoned, flig- - 
matiz2d: and in much Sufferingsreſiified , theſe appendancs -ro 
our Religion , whethereftabliſhed or exerciſed, robe no way a 
greeable ro the Word of God ; and I know'nor whom they can 
ment'on as a Marryr for them, unleſs it-be Lawde the 
late Archbiſhop, the grand Innovator of our Church. | 
2. If therefore our Religion be by Papiſis or Prelates re+ 

proached as a Par ramentary Religion; we Will tejoyce inour re- 
proach, and bleſs God we had a Parliament that h1d'zeal. co im+ 
prove their power abour thoſe things thar-were properly ſubje&t 
chereunto. KA : LEP 

3. Nor can this Reformation y«ſtifie the recuſancy of rh? 
Paprſts,becauſe theſe things never became a Reaſorrfor their re- 
euſancy , further than they occaſioned their obduracy by afſarins 
their hopes of Englan4s return to th:m : Northe Separation 
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of the Separatiſts, fok that che corruptions efiabliſhed, were ne. 
ver made ſucheſlencial parts of worſhip , as ro make a ſufficieht 
Wine; Cart. $round for ſeparation. The Maſters and Scholars of Oxferd cane 
wriehts de- mothave been(o little obſervanc,as not toknow that the ſober, 
fence of the wealous Non-conformift 5 who groaned underthe burden of theſe 
Chucch-ſer- corruptions, and for this Reformation were grieved by , and 
IM. Geree his Breatly contended againſt the * S-paration, as that which was 
Vindicie ecce. Without ſufficicnt ground ; yet like Jeſus Chriſt their Maſter , 
ſe Anglicane, kept Communion with a Church , whoſe Do&trine and Wor- 
mhewing neceſ» ſhip was very much in need of Reformation, and taughe men 
ſity of reformit- {x0 do : granting, There was ſ-mething in the Doftrine and 
tion, not Sepa- Worſhip of the (, burch of England net agreeable to the Word of 
ration. And ; 
Mr. Balls two G04 » and yet not- enough to'lay a ground for ſepara- 
Books againſt tOnk : 
Mre Cana. 4+ Much leſs doth this endeavor judge the Law againit, 
and puniſhnent of Papiſts as nnjuſt , which never had theſe pie- 
ces of Religion for their ground or reaſon. do! 
You fee, Sir, that the firſt ground of rheſe learned mens dif- 
fatisfaRion, as to the covenented endeavor of Reformation of Reli- 
$0» in England , - in Doftrine, Worſt ip, Diſcipline, and Goverr- 
went y 1s oy raunchy ſuppoſinga change , and ſuggeſting 
a ſcandal not co be ruppoſed : Let us try the-frength of their 
ſecond reaſon for this exception: And that is, | = 
a'Reaſon for They conld nit covenant this Reformation without wrong to 
ehis exception themſelves, their conſcrences, reputation, and eſtates, in bearing 
falſe witzeſs againſt themſelves, and ſundry other wayes ſwras 
ring to endeavor to reforms that as corewpe and vitions , which 
they bad by their perſonal ſub{crigtion —_—_ as aprieable ts 
the Word of God, and for which they bad not been condemned 
ff 9 "4 hearts nor convinced by their brethren that therein they 
amiſs, | | 
. .- 2., Which they are in conſcience perſwaded, wire not againſt the 
Ward of God as they flandeftabliſoed by law. - c 
+ Phich they belitvers be inſundry r wech better, more 
agre:able tothe Werd of God, and pattice of the Carbolick Charch , 
than that to be preſerved in Sou land. | Aled - 
| os Tawlich allClerks adwintcd to any Bexefie, are required 
£0 end, ? b THe . 


To 
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Totheſe reaſons, Sir, I ſhould hive anſwered. $41 

I, Credit isindeed a maceer of concerment,, and Repatu- | 

tios is to be regarde1 , and our Fftate by a!l juſt,prudent meanes 

duely preſerved , buc they are not. equiyalent to the pariry of 

Goſpel adminiſtracions, ngr muſt be admitted barres to duy, or 

"<A the endeavour of a neceſſary Reformation when called 
r, 


2. Weare at a loisto underſtand theirterms ; the efablifh- 
went by Law is aot expreſſed in the Covenant, and many cor. 
ruptions we h..ye noted, were exerciſed, nor ellabliſhed :- The 
endeavour of a Retormation of them ( though nor them only ,) 
was, and isrequired; and itis very doubtful how or where to 
find and prove as on by Liw., to which they fo much 
gdeave; yet1 che deiect in proofghereof, will beno juſt de- 
murre to the e of a Reformacion of what is really wi- 
on ard corrupt ,, whether eitabliſhed , or only exer- 


We mult al'o entreat a comment on theſe words , the praftice 
of the Catholick Church, Itis well known, that Rowe doth en- 7 
groſsand m ze this Epichite : nor can the Worſdip, De- 
Urine, end Diſcipline of the Chureb of England 2dmit it. to-be 
predicated of any ſo well as that, for all cetormed Churches do 
ia theit practice (andT prefume it will be bard to prow 
the ne of the Primitive Churches ) in theſe partic lars, 
which were fir derived from Apoſtate Rome,and have ever fince 
continued as the dregs of their Catholick practices, not more-to 
the gricfofthe Reformed Churches abroxd, and Non-confarmeft: 
at home,then joy and exuktation of the Children of tha as 
aphin evidence of their continued poſſeſſion, and encouragemene 
0. expett and endeayor a full recovery of Engiandimto her boſom: 
Burt as or ; pk | —_ | 

3 ine, Worfoip, Diſcipline, and Goverment 
mag Tn Pete, wo, Die. 
{ion and afſent to the ry , or the ſubſcriptionof orhees re-- 
quired by che Law: We wellknow, tharthe Reformarionofthe ,00 1. 
Church in Emlend, was begunon more * Political than-pious jj, 4;noncen 

ich dideaſily conſent to a retaining of wn at the Pope. 
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naked ſelf ) might conſiſt with thoſe Publick ends which Uidpro- 
yoke it ,\ and Policy being the principle predominant in the firſt, 
hath ftrugled againit piery unto this lait a&.,, andis nor yet mia. 
ered, and1preſumne, the Scholars and Maſters of Oxford will 
not, plead an imimuniry-from' policy, paſſion, and prejudice , 
awhen they are.to paſs, judgmiene ag'iolt their credits , repmrart 
en, and eftates,, as in the eſe of this Covenant , they appre- 
.hend they were todo , and that theſe prirciples will pzovoke us 
. toyield our own , and<xa&t from others an. afſent ro things as 
- agreeable to the Word of, God, which in, chemſelyes are. wsrjou 
and cerrxpt , no ſerious \man or. Chriſtan can or will deny-; fc 
1s wel if we find this Reaſon ſtated under a more cautious, vigilant, 
and pious frame of ſpirit. 

-- -.." 4.  BufI muſtconfeſs, I wonder not ſo much to hear thele 
-Gentlemen wa T hey had by .their perſonal ſubſcription ap- 
-proved the. Dotrsne,, Warſhip,, Duſcipline, and Government of the 
Church of En land as agreeable to the Word. of God , ( which 
«might. bean a&of raſtinefs, an effeR of ignorarce, an event of 
-ſome diſtreſſed condition, or diſtemper ot mind, fear of loſing, 
- or hope of gaining preferment,) as to hear them ſay, That chi was 
 enjeyned by law to them", and all that were admitted totenefices': 
Thar the:Dotrine of the Church was to be aſſenged: »neo, 1 grant 
.is by Zaw eftabliſh:d ;, but the aſſert 60 Worfip, - Dsſcipline, and 
Government , I obſerve, not to be enjoyned by any tull and for.. 
mal Law : 1 find indeed, ſomething relating to. Diſcipline is' che 
rordering of Deacons and Pricſts, Biſbops and Archbifbeps, and 
the Churches power about traditions, and; Rites , 'or Certmianies, 
inſerted into the 39. Articles? but how, or by what Lav. 
ne no ag en 
ent, doth not ſpecthe the Arricles parti ; an 
Note whercby to know them laid down in the Statute, is this, 
- Articles of 'Religion-which"O N LY confers the Confeſſion vf the 
rae Chriftian Faith \avd Dottrine. of the: Sacrament: : ' This 
partice O N.LY , 4s,/in my; judgment, excluſive:ro Diſcipline 
and Government; and how theſe came uito the Articles, ' I know 
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'C:nons of 16c3. and ſence thereof be clearly aſſerted, and fully wy 
vindicated from the * exceptions which are urged again(t them * Neceſſicy for 
we muſt be ata loſs for their :f/abl;/omeni; for it the King had nar Reformation. 

authority by vertue of the Stacure pretended , or the matter of ** $6,57,58>59* 

them be repugnanc to ſtanding Statutes, as is ſuggeſted, the eſta- 

» bliſhnext of Worſhip, Deſcipline, and Government by law , mult a- 

bide very doubctul ;.” but the Univerſity of Oxford might make a 

Law unto themſelves, to which cheſe Gentlemen might refer : 


But : 

s. Whether eſtabliſhed or exerciſed, I think it very range 
r9 ſee theſe learned men on ſerious thouyhrs to profeſs their own 
hearts did not condemn them, nor had their brethren convinced 
their judgements they had d1ne amiſs, by their perſonal ſubſcri- 
Ption to approve the Daftrine , Worſhip , Diſcipline , and Go- 
wvernment of the Church of England zo be agrezable to the 
Wadof GOD, but that thereof they were Fflill per- 
[waded, 

Sir, what effe& had been wrought on theic conſciences, I can» 
nor tell : I will hope they were not ſeared, or ſhut up by a reſolu- 
tion of »en-perſwaſionto the contrary, yer bad I been amongtt 
chem ( with ſubmiſſion) I muſt have expoſtulated with them ,, 
and enquire, | | ' 

Whether chey had mot ſubſcribed to the #/e of the Common Enjoyned eo * 
Prajer, and f.rm in the ſaid Book preſcribed in publick, prayer , be ſubſcribed j 
and NONE OTHER. Did none of theſe Maſters publickly pg? 7 Mint 
prayin St Maryes in Oxford, and other Churches, before and þ. ,,qained, in 
afcer their Sermons ? Were not ſuch prayers publick prayer ? Did Canons of 
they at ſuch rimes uſe the Common Prajerf If not, did not 2603. Ca, ze+ 
their conſciences mind them of their/ub/cr:bed promiſe ſolemnly 
made in entring on ſo holy a calling? Aren« NONE OTHER, 
words as fully excluſive of their own forms extemporary or pre- 
mediate, as can be exprefled > Admit we this Common Prayer 
ro be lawful ,. yea neceſlary , is ne ſubſcription a 
plain limitation ofthe Spirit, tejeRion'ofthe gift of prayer,and 
robbiny the. Chutch of Miniſterial parts untoprayer, as well as 
preaching to the edification thereot ? DidChriſt, when he pre- 
ſcribed the molt perfe& prayer, tye his Diſciples to uſe that and 
None other > Can any. rationally-religious man, ſubſcrib2 chis 


promiſe, and approve it to —_ — roche VVord. of _ 
| a 


n—  - > 


SS — 
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and ſtand rerſwaded ir is n6t contraty thereunto ? 
Secondly , Is ' ir agretable to the Word of God to affix 
4 ſentence of mans conception and framing to divine ſervice,and 
denotnimare it 'a S entexice of Screproye ?-- In the Rubrick of che 
Common Prayet,the Prieſt is appointed to read one of theſe [er 
tences of Scripture which * follow: The very. firlit of which is, 
At what time ſoever 4 ſinner repenteth Lims of his ſin from the 
b:ttom of Is htart , 1 will put all his wickedneſſe ont of my ve- 
membrance, ſaith the Lord; the which is tefetred in che Mar- 
IHE ( ab are the following ſefttericts ro their places ) unto Exh. 
As iD. Boyes 19. 21, 22. (ro ſay nothing of the effe&, though gccidenral of this 
in his Expofiti- ſuppoſed Seripture J how many Have been deceived, really belie- 
on of the Li- Ying it to be a Sentence of Scripture, when'it is not found in all 
rurgy-p.1* the Bible ? 'Merfiidks theſe ten ſhould have obſerved how our 
[lite Maſters had thr ietedthis'groſs and obvioas fault in the 
SPAh Liturgy," bFte rhEy had Mus confidently rb1d ths world, 
They were perſwaded there vs nothing in the-worſbip cf England , 

hich 3! not aofvenDle ro rBeV Vert of God, + 

" Thedly, Ti the VVorſhip bf 'Enp/and much of Cam 
ical Sthzhroft Tr "Unit: d," arid fever tobe red (a fault com 
Pide. The plaid BPby HER OSHPHGE Gf rhe GomitiOn-Priyer- Book ) 
Preface of it. ., and much of the Ap cr eh Bbe-F ridiculo -s 4s #þpointed 


'r6 b&pabfickly reatl;xhe ble-FritM iri6n of che Pirlms,is 
The, titles of rhruft vile, and4 nioft corrupt Trarfarion bf them,omicring ſome 
che lalmes, whole Rrencts, adding w | verſes 3 aid filly tranſlath ma- 
Rl  , of pliceband Tere, 3 lfed aro hECommpn Pripet-Book, 
Pi. Tog, bh. AR ale phrtae? Sol Pant or Seiptire is Genie above 
, other parrstheredf; rhe G3ſþcl tuſtbe hohoured With the-/ an. 
ding up of the pe! phe, the Ep (16 way different iti the mat- 
er, Chriff c7#cified weeKon the hame and manner of Reye- 
lation from the'( ofpel'J is flisfited * ' Will the Gentlemen of 
Oxford ſay this is apree4ble to the V Vordef God > They mult 
prove its fot we [Kft believethern ;-and the rather for chat 
this groſs abuſe is palliaft4 by this falſe profWMon' in the Preface 
to this Book, That n:t51ng ts ord ofned to be read, -but the 
V Yard of God, the holy Scriptures, or that whith rs evidently groun- 
ded thereugon;and the rather,for that we find the Common-Pray-. 
Vide. The A- er: hook condemned( ini reſpe&'vf theſe. particulars ) by Dr, 
natomy of the Spark,, no mean Soti of the Chutch;. / = n 
on: the, 
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Fourthly , Will theſe Maſters and Scholars ſtand per- 
ſwaded , that the extraordinary Solems Worſhip appointed by the 
Common-Prayer-Book xnto holy dayes and their Eves, is agree- 
able ro the Word of God, wherein everyparticular hoty-day hich 
its diſtin and pareicular Collefts , Epiſtles, and Goſpels, as its 
Solemn Service appointed : not to inſiſt on the ſuppoled influence 
of chat reputed frnairy on the Six or Seaven days following , di- 
reQing the ſ:me ſervice' ro beimperrinently conunued , as in the 
Feaſt'of the Nativity, Eaſter, Whitſuntide , Aſcenſion, and 6- 
thers ;-nor the «wnwerrantable prebeminence given to ſome parts 
of Seripture above others ; or the irrational denomination bf 
ſome Prophetical and Hiſtorical portions of Scripture Zpiſtles, 
all which are well urged by many Non-conformiſts. I would en- 
quire, what part of Szcred Writ ſtam _ on Wedneſday 
and Priagy, morethan'the ocher four dayes-pf the week , and 

(co recain their Diale) that 
xead on thoſe d1yes, as on 


ſers rhero ynto a parity with- Sunda 
the ſame more Solemn ſervice ſhall 
thar day  'By what Scriprune-w: mediate orimmediate 
are other dxyes ,deſides the Lords made holy, or fanRified 
in honour 6f the Fainry ; {o asintheir nature toimerdi& mens 
labour intheir Þyful calling, engagemen to-the- exerciſes of Re- 
ligion as oft as they return, and become Subjetts of chat. So- 
Jemn Service ," which may not .6n other day&-be:offered unto 
God? Js not a Religious owning, and 0blervacionof ſometime, 
as { not appointed-by the God of our time,” whoſe fole Preroga- 
tive it is tO make it /)Solemn and Holy tune, -ro be Relig; y 
employed”, a plajnand formal Superſtition repugnant ro Eolpet 
Rules? Gat. 4. '10- Cdleſ.'-2: 16. T att fot ignorant” that 
ſome holy-&yes have Heen of anciexe | and" univerſal obſervari- 
on in the Churclr, and fiavelaid claim to Apoftolical tradition , 
and occrfioned.much controyetfie inthe Chureh , but I ſtand un- 
Gatisfieq intheir inſtiturion * -I'deny not-the juſt authoricy of the 
Chiurch or Chriftian Magiſtrate ovet, one time, but I chink there 
js a vaſt differenee between timEas the 46je# , and as the azjwmnit 
of Religion; -God only can makeitthe firſt,” hamane anthoriry 
may appoint holy Faſting , and holy Feafting ( thoſe tranfient 
aQts of Worſhip dependant on, ' ard fabſeryient unto Gods di- 
ſpenſations of providence to his people ) and ſo may decermine 
( clie ſecond) time (like the dayes of Parim.) as a — 
I 2 at. 


5E. 


- center in the work of 
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adjnn&t to thoſe as. of Worſhip -, bur to m2ke holy-dayes; 
Subjects of Solemn , Sacred ſervice, I h:ve-not ſeen any Commif- 
ſjon that dath authorize the Church thereunto ; Eminent Saints 
call for theeſteemof the Church , but the. keeping of them in a 
Calendar , an agpouning aOeen their ſeveral holy-dayes, ſets 
thema pitch roo high , and ſhews the Church.partial , reſpeRers 
of pzrſans, having ſome in admirazion , and (lighting vihers no 
leſs deſerving, or ſubjects hereunto an intolerable burden, þy ne- 


ceſlitzring every diy to be Holy,: TheNartivity, Circumdilion, , 


Paſſion, Reſurre&ion, .and. Aſcenſion-of our.Lord and Saviour , 
are all myſteries or matters-of, reverence , eſteem, and admira- 
tion tothe Church , to be- duly and diſtin&tly conſidered , yes 
(. under correction of better judgments) .che-ſ:yeral. holy dayes 
appointed eo the memorial of chem , is in my thoughts no leſs ir- 


rational than.irreligious : Ifty irrational ;, becauſe though ſome - 


of.them: be grear Myſteries, _ yet they, are not ſimply and. in 
themſelves mercies to the; 


mption , to which they do re- 
late as ſeveral diſtin& a 
fingor Mercy; and right. reaſon doth dire&t commemoration of 
all the partsin the mercies by them-perfe&ed and compleated. 7+ 
religious it ſeems! to me, as without any divine Warrant, nay re- 
dundant-to Gods own inſtitution., who hath' appointed, che firſt 
day of the week as the day forthe commemoration of the worlds 
Reſtitution by- mans Redemption : If this be the cauſe of the 
change of the Sabbath ( as we have been commonly taught) doth 
it not ſuperſede i appotutmen of the Church ? God doth nor 
mediately , what be doth immediately ; or by Commiſſion , 
what is done-in his own pgrſon 1 well know, ſomejg/their Con- 
reſts for -Holy-dayes- make.the Sabbath changeable at the Chur- 
ches plexfure ; :ndiftheſe ſeveral a&ts of Redemption be. com. 
memorated- in their diſtin&t holy-dayes , I ſee :not- how. we 
can avoid a r:turn to the Jews Sabbath, for the fourth com- 
mand. muſt needs be moral; .and this method takes away the 
reaſon of the alceration -of the day. . Now Sir if the, holy dates, 
the found:tion , be Supzrſtitious, fare Oxford will not ſay the ſu- 
-. - +l or Solemn, Special ſeryice, is agreeable to the Word 
od! 


Fifth 


c9 , but as they relate unto, and. 


hat compleat and individual Blef-. 


| 
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Fifthly, Again Sir, will the Malters and Scholars of Oxford 


ſay, tne vely craer aud meuthid of the Commun Prayer is agree= 

cbl: 10 the Weird of God? How do they ground their periwa- 

ſion concerning the U. rſicles, Popular Reſponds, Intermixtures, 
eAbbreviations, cA bruptions, and frops, and preſent polt, NSS on 

again, with a Let #s pray, wenn nothing but prayer is in hand , 

that they ate agreeable to the Word if God ? I obſerve thz firit $, {, the very 
Compilers of this Book, to leave a blot on this method, by ta- Papitts, 4nti- 
king away many: Verſes, - Reſponds, Anthems, and- the like ; #99:«+ 7eſpo3ſo- 
which aid interrupt the duty of reading th: Scriptures together, ©”. 7200 & 
and that for this very reaſon, but a quatexrns ad omne walet conſe- ej OT 
quentia: The number isnoc only to be abared, but-all-things tu »'c:ſaria; 
of this nature, obſtruKtive togandinconGfent with the Solemn, /mpediunt cxins 
and ſerious, entire performance of any particular A& or Duty /#7* #1 & 


of Religion, ought to be aboliſhed : Doth the VVord of God url rpmny 


allow mate ſervice, or-private devotion in-the publick Aſſem- ;,. arr. 96. - 


bly 2 Whar warrants there imthe publick ſervice of the Church. Yerſ-u/os, re- 
for a filent ſpace of time, that the ſecret prayers of the peo... onſoriac+ ca- 
ple may be ſent to heaven, . as is direed at the Ordination ? 4; wa nl] 
and Conſecration of Prieſts and Biſhops ? The reaſon there- yg cp 
in declared, 1s, That F;ſus Chriſt prayed all- night ,, before He gen:es ſepe ma- 
ſent our His Diſciples ;. and the Church of Antioch prayed, when rentur, Card, 
chey ſent out Paw! and Barnabas ; but they do nor te'l us whe. Quign90i%. 
ther Chriſt werein a» Aſſembly when he prayed alone, or whe- 
ther the Church of «Antioch had a filent pace inwhich they ſe- 
cretly prayed; nor whether the prayer of the one or of the other, 
were mental, of vocal ; but I obſerve it was Joyned with Faſting, 
in which our order agreeth not, . whilſt any S#»day or Holy-day, 
and Gn ſhorr ſpace thereof will bean opporcnnicy ſufficient for ſuch 
a work. 

VVhar Text of eicher Old or New Teſtament, allots to: the 

le other portion of publick prayer, ſave to. ſay Ames ? In 


reſpe& of which prayer is preſcribed to be in a kyown t3»gue to 5 Core 14035; 


their wnd:r(tanding ,_ How ſhall we make the peoples vocal re- 

ſponds, ſalutatinn , ſurplication for mercies , deprecation of mi» 

ſeries, meerly and only recited by the Miniſters, agreeable to the 

Werd of God ? Muſt it be bythe ſalutation of Bra and his Expoſition of 
Reapers ? ,or Mary and E1;zab:th, towhich Dr. Boyes referrethy the Liturgy. 


it:2..1t:muſt then de proved, that Boaz was in the publick Aſſem- $ we 


F 


bly, . 
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bly, andcele rating divineſervice; and ſofor ary and El;- 
zabeth ; and that 1t was not a civil complement , expreſſed in Re 
ligizs words on an ooo fp nal meeting each with other , as be. 
comes Chriſtian friends; and that inch pieces of civil reſpe& wit- 
neſſi1g reciprocal affeQion,are parts of Solemn Worſhip to paſs 
between the Paſtor and People in the celebration thereof, 

I ſhall not deny ſighs, and ſort ejaculatins, tobe ardent 
expreſſions of the mind and aff:&ion, and find acceprance with 
God; bur queſtion the ſuitableneſs thereof to (tanding, ſolemn, 
and publick Worſhip. ' I yield ro Dr, Boys, that the Publican 
did affe&ionately dart our his Lord be merciful to me @ fnner \ 
and the Wo:nan of Canaan, her Have m:rcy on me, O Lord ! 
and blind Bartimens, 'O Son of Drvid, take pity on me) Bur 
( by his leave) I mult ſay rheſe were per/0n4/, not publick ; oc- 
caſronal, not fixed, ordinary Worſhip 3* extemporary on the occa- 
ſion; not premeditated , much leſs > ps ; nay I will grant 
what he ſairh Angſtive Reports of the Chriſtians in Egypr, and 
which Hiſtory mentioneth ot other Churches : Yea, I could be 
eaſily convinced, thatin the veryficit Age of the Goſpel, many 
Chriſtians did in the Aflembly utter cheir ſhore exprefliors, and 
darting prayers, preces-raptim quodammodo e;acniaras : But 
yer it would be noted they were ejaculativns perſonal , expreſſed 
tn a ſacred rapture, on the ſudden ebo/itron of the Spirit , which 
without doubt wrought in prayer, as in Prophecy and in Pſalmes, 
the heat whereof required cheApoſtles reſtri&ion and regulation, 
affeRion leading into -confulio!1 3 and ſo can be no warrant for 
ſuchpremeditated, ejacu/ative expreſſions , tobe preſcribed j» ſet 
and publick-prayer, Wherein all things by a Rule reſtraining this 
very method under the fervency of the'Spirit, Lt all rhings be 


done _— and in order , are to be regulated ; that therefore 


might be admitred and exerciſed in the Church , and acceprable 
ro God, in privare, and tranmer 9" 55 , or on the imme- 
diate <bolition, or boyling up of the Spirit, and in the heat of 


affe&ion, in the infancy of the Church, which will norbe {> in 
the publick and preſcribed prayers of the Church'in her Adufr 
eftare,in which ſhe muſt appear more ſerious and compoſed, and 
ſo = not render this Order of Worſhip agreeable to the 
Word. | 


Sixthly 
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Sixthly, Will the Maſters and Scholars of Ox/#r4 ſay that the 
Rites and Ceremonies ann2x2d to the Worſhip of God, are agree- 
able 16 the Word of God, viz, The Croſs 1» Baptiſm, Sur- 
plice in divine ſervice, ſuppoſed to be eſtabliſhed > Or thoſe 
fince preſſed ; as, the Bowing at the N ame of Feſus: I araing 
Tables into Altars 5 and Bowing to them , ana pl:cing an them 
Candleitiths and Tapers : The Conſecration of, Churches , and 
the like ; though I ſhould (which I confels I cannot ) admic whar 
is pretended in the Pteface ro the Comnion-Prayer-Book , that 
they are apt to ſtirre up git dall mind of man to the remem- 
brance of his daty to God by ſome notable and ſpecial fignificati- 
on , whereby he might be edified ; yet I muſt enquire by what a- 
tho/ityare they appointed ? the higheſt pretended 1s the Church ; 
and I (ee no Commillion theChurch hath ro appoint ſuch things- 
If I mittake not, the powet of the Church is declarative, execu- 
tive, and Miniſterial , not jud-tial and magiſterial : She may 
publthe matter, andpreſerib2 the Order of Gods Worſhip ; 
bur nor conſtitute or ordain very matter, though never ſn mach 
tending to eaification, agair{t which ſhe is expreſly barr'd by the : 
ed.Commandmient, And if ſhe hath powet to continue out Cere- 
monies becauſe {g1ificant ; why, or how ſhall thoſe be excluded, 
| Which are more wnrient and Sramificant Þ Such as were the bept;- 
2ing for the Dead , putting Creams ard Horty into the h 
mouth of the baptized ; in(nfflation, and ſpitting art the Dbys! kl | 
ard the Worl1 ; and coming tobapti{min a wince Garment which - nu 
wat left behind ( and-profirably produced as a. pletice 2+ 
gainſt Elpidophorus, when Apoſtatized from the Faich in whic' 
he had been baptized ) and many fach like , which 7240; 29 Tertu! Coror, 
mentioneth as uſed in the Church, -in the Yeat of our Lo:d 5, il. p-. 449. 
in the times of the Apoſiks, than which, rhe uſe of the Crogg £9574 Harcon, 
catinot be more ancient, nor is it indeed fo ancient : If then ch4 #2 7: 2+ 255 
Church have nor-a power ro vfdainichem', on what baſis ds 211 
dur Ceremonies ftand, ſaverhar prophatie Mexime, No Crews. 
nes,no BiſhoppBzfore it be dzrermined that theſeCeremonies are 
agreeable to the Word of God, 1with ir may be determined , 

ther the appointmenc and Religious exerciſe of marrer ſigni- 

ficanr ( and (0 1n it ſelf tending roedification ) not ihſtirnted by 
Jeſus Chriſt, be not the very formaliry of Supeciticion 2 - | 


Seventhly,. . 
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 Seventhly, and Laſtly,ls it agreeableto the. Word of God, i o-- 
dination to divide the work, of the Miniſtry ? and give authority 
ro apply one of the Sacraments, and not the other ? ro baptize, 
but not adminiſter. the Lords Supper otherwiſe than as Aſliſtanc 
to him who hath miniſterial power of conſecration, asit is done 
inthe Orderivg of Deacons? Again, isit _— to the Word, 
ro d2nominate Goſpel Miniſters Prieſts ( which properly relate 
ro a Sacrifice and Altar? ) If ſo, why did our late Maſters altar 
the Title into Presbyters in the Scorch Ley It is agreeable 
to the Word, that the Miniſters c- Chrift /wear., .or So. 
lemnly promiſe obedience unto their fellow Miniſters, under the 
notion of an ordinary and Cheif Miniſter? Itis reaſon they keep 
order, and be ſubje& to the Aſſembly, .but parity of Office and 
Authority , -admits not.of obedience. Is it agreeable to the 
Word, that Biſhops ſweare , or Solemnly promile obedience wnto 
the Archbiſhops > If ſo , why not Archbiſhops to Cardinals 
or Patriarchs ,- and they to the Pope? Isit becauſe the Sea-Wunds 
our Papacy ? Isit.in the forme of ordination apreeable -to the 
Word, that the Biſhop ordaining , do a repeat the 
words of Jeſus Chriſt who hada power and-did effe& it, .( viz.) 
Receive thou the Holy Ghoſt ;, Whoſe fins thou dſt forgive , they 
are«forgiven, and whoſe fins thow doſt retain, they are retained? 
as yn Holy Ghoſt asa nm—_—_— for that Offite, 
and after this to -give authority of adminiſtration with a Take 
thow authority to preach the word of God, and to minifter the 
Holy Sacraments. Isit agreeable to the Word of God, by a ſpe- 
cial, Solemn, and Religious at , ts Conſecrate unto a depree 
convenient and ouly —_ for the mechod and Order of an 
Aſſembly? as if.it were indeed however others think, by 
reaſon ofthe variation ofthe word, I believe it was intended to 
be ) an actual Ordination to adiſtin&t Office of Miniſtry in the 
Church, like the CheifPrieſt-hood among the Jews? I amat a 
lokin-Ciwil or Religious Policy, to finde a warrant for fo Sacred 
a formein an advancement to a degree, yet I will not deny the 

formalities of the Chaire , Is it agreeable to the Word of God , 
that excommunication ( the laſt and greateſt of Cenfures ) do 
proceed without admonition ? and be inflited 5p/o fato, before 
obſtinacy the proper and only ground of it be deteted, much 
| leſs 
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eſſe convicted ? and that ſo dreadful a Cenfure be denounced-on 

the non-obſervance of Rites and Ceremonies declared ;ndifferent, 

and other light and frivolous occaſions? nay, on the very dif- 

charge of dury? As, ſuppoſe an exerciſe in a Market-Town, Canons 
or a Faſt kept in the Pariſh Church on the occaſion of ſome ſpe- 1693-Can. 72. 
cial exigency of -that Pariſh; or by a Miniſter in a privatefami- 

ly, whoſe domeſtick concernments may.call for the houſe and fams- 

ly to monrn apart, and intreat the aſſiſtance of their ſpecial parti- 

cular friends in prayer;and yet inall theſe caſes it is direfted in the 
Canons made by the Convocation .in London, of which the Biſhop 

of Londonſate Preſident, eAnne 1603. 

Sir, theſe things, and ſuch like, in the zy0r:&ip, Dsſcipline, and 
Government of the Church of England, are obvious; and have 
been often urged as nezding Reformation; and as Reaſons Apo- 
logizing for the Non-ſubſcription of the Sober, Learned, and Pi- 
ous Non-conformiſts, ever ſince the Reformation , as by Mr. T ho. 
mas Cart\vright, the Miniſters of Devenſvire and -Cornwal., the 
Miniſters within the Diocefs of Lincolne, and many others, whoſe 
Printed Bookscould not but have been ſeen by (at leaſt ſome of ) 
the Maſters and Scholars of Oxford; and might have convinced 
their judgments, that they had done amiſs by their perſonal ſ#b- 
ſcriprion to approve that all things in the four Specified. partice- 
lars, were agreeable to the Word of Ged. ; 

Sixthly, Their confidence thar all things in theſe four ſpecified 
particulars, are agreeable to the Word of God, and- need no 
Reformation, may well engage them to conclude , that they are 
much better than thoſe of Scotland , Which they wear to ſwear to 
preſerve : For , the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Govern« 
ment, in the Church of $cot/and, differeth -in all the particulars 
mentioned, and ſo muſt needs be diſſonant; if theſe be AGREE- 

ABLE TO THE WORD OF GOD: Yet Sir,methinks the 

good grounds on which they thought fo,, might (for their clearer 

Apology, and ſatisfaction of other ſouls called to ſwear the ſame 

Covenant) have been ſpecified and declared , the rather, for that 

they ſeemed to be in a ſtrait when they pointed unto the  account- 

ng of Biſhops Antichriſtian , and indifferent Ceremonies unlaw- 

ful, the making their Diſcipline the mark, of a true Church, 

and the ſetting up thereof the erefting of the Throne of Chriſt, 

as things tending towards Superſtition and Schiſme, and t kan 
Y things 


34, Reſon of 
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things in the Church of Scotland, which called for Reformation, 
rather than Preſervation. 

Laſtly, the Hazard of their eſtates doth ſeem indeed to be 
their great tumbling block in their way to the Covenant - 4/7 
Clerks are by the Lawes yet in force, requred t1 give their a[- 
ſent unto what by this Covenant 18 required to be refrmed, and 
that on pain of lofng th:ir Benefice : Which Sir , we ſhall ad- 
mit ( though it would admit a diſpute 1n reference to many , if 
not all the particulars mentioned; )) yet how ſhould this demurre 
to the taking of the Covenant ? Becauſe the Law requires our 
aſſent, it will not therefore follow, they need not reformation,nor 
it is not lawful for us to endeavour their reformation : Many men 
have 4ſented tothe Lew, who could nevergive the aſſent requi- 
red by the Law ; and by ſuffering ,. ſhewed that the Law is their 
burden, binding them to ſ»ffer, whilR ir requirech whac they in 
truth and good Conſcience car yeld :. Bur mult good men 
continue under this burden; and take no care to eaie themſclves? 
1s ita fin for men to covenant in their placesto endeavour the 
removal ofa burdenſom Law.? Or might not the Reformation 
covenanted, be fo endeavoured ? 

Nay Sir, on the confideration of che whole Reaſon, can ſuch 
endeavour be any wrong t0 mens conf, Clences, reputation, or eſtate ? 
and then there is no ſtrength in this 24. Reaſon of Oxford agai 1 
the covenanting ſuch an endeavour. But we proceed to their 
3d, Reafon of this Exception. 


The third Reaſon on which the Maſters , Scholars, 8c. of 
Oxford ſand diffatisfied concerning the Covenant, or Reforma- 
tion of England in DoArine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Govern- 
ment, is indeed the moſt weighty and conſiderable, if bur clearly 
proved: and iris, | 

Their manifeit danger of pryjmry ; the Covenant in this point 
ſeeming direftly comrary to the former Solemn Proteſtation : ([ 
preſume they mean that of May 5. 1641. ) which they had 
ſworn neither for hope or fear, or other reſp:i} ever to relinguiſh : 
or the Oath of Supremacy, which ——_— to the -Laws of this 
Realm, and the Statmees of this Wnwver ſity, they had ſmorn, 

Unto this Reaſon I eafily grant, that contradifory Oarhs do 
run the ſoul on mevifeſt perjury; and if the firſt were (awful, = 
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laſt muſt needs be ſinful , neither to be ſworn at fuſt, nor obliging 


at laſt, ifit be ſworn, ; 

2. | But the contradiftion muſt be manifeſt and clear; not 
ſeeming, and conjeRural , which mY y paſſionand pre- 
judice, to the fancy of ſuch as are willing to ſuppoſe it ,, ( :8 all 
things look yellow to Jaundies eyes ) andis notin,reality ſuch to 
impartial Readers. It ſeems this contradiction between this Co- 
venant and thoſe Oaths, wes, to the men of Oxford. but ſeeming, 
though to their beft mnderſtandings ( in their then capactyI pre- 
ſume ) and it muſt paſs into a cerraincy, before ir, &ſcharge the 
bond to ſuch as areunder ir, though ſeeming ſo ro be, might ſuſpend 
the at of them to whom ir ſo ſeemed. 

3. Bur let us ſee wherein ſeems this contradiftion : It is 
well if it amount not to as much as the Scorch Notions 
before ſpecified, which ſcemed to rend ro Superſtition aud Schiſme. 

Firſt then of the contradiction to their proteſtation , which 
I imagine can be no other bur that of May. 1641. and fo far 
as it concernes Religion, runneth thus, 7 A. B. ao in phepre- 
ſence of Almighty God, vow and proteſt to maintain and defend 
as farre as lawfully I may{with my life, power, and eſtate, the 
true., Reformed, Proteſtant Religion expreſſed in the de&rine of 
the Church of England, againſt all Popery , and Popiſh 
Innovations within this Realm, contrary to the ſame Doftrine, 

The Solemn League and Covenant in the Article under con- 
ſideration, runneth thus, Thar we ſhall ſincerely , really, and 
conftantly , through the grace of God, endeavor, in our ſeveral 
places and callings, the Reformation of Religion in the Kingdom of 
England,in» Dottr ine, orſhip, Diſcipline, andGovernment, according 
to the Word of God, and example of the beſt reformed Churches, 

Contraria contrariis juxta oppoſita mags eluceſcunt, Let a- 
ny impartial eye reade theſe two Oaths thus oppoſed , and ſhew 
me wherein /eeme the contradictionto lie : They may indeed 
ſeem different in their ſound and manner of expreſſion, bur 0.x- 
ford well knoweth, that /all diverſa, are not oppoſira , all diffe- 
rence amounts not toſa contradiftion , diverſa & oppoſita _ 
diſſentanea ſunt, ſed non #que diſſentinnt ;, they differ indeed, but 
not with the ſame difference-: -Z wiſh that on ſecond thoughts 
they willpleaſe to tell us whether the difference be Re, or Ratie- 


ne only , the ſame thing qeing A” in whe fir (though not 
Y Z in 
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inthe ſame words, and after the manner ) which was coyenanted. 
in the /aff : But they ſpecifie the contradiction, ( viz. ) The 
Dorine they vowed to maintain by the name of the true Prote- 
fant Religion, expreſſed in the Dofrine of the Church of-England., 
they took. to be the ſame now to be-reformed and altered. 

" ButSir, were they not, 5 raking it ſo to be ,, much miſta- 
ken ?- The Covenant binds to Reforme Doctrine in the K ing- 
dom of England; wasthere no {uch Doctrine openly diyulged in 
the Court Sermons and. Printed bucks of Mountague , Reive , 
Heylen , DoWwe , Coxens , Pocklington, and others before menti- 
oned? In Mountague, Apello ad Ceſarem : - originum Eccleſi 
afticorum , 2 parts : Anti-diatribe : Pocklingtons Sunda) no - 
Sabbath ;, Altare Chriftianum : Heylens Coal from the Altar, 
Hiſtory of the Sabbath : Sales is introduftion to adevont life: 
ry at five Treatiſes : Dowe againſt Mr.. Burton : Cozens 
his howres of Prayer :.. and. many other licenſed books publickly 
ſold in the Kingdom, and in the Vifration Articles of Biſhop 
AMountague , Bilhop Peirce, and Biſhop 7/ren ( on which ma. 
ny good men were yexed; ) which was diſtin& , and different , 
( it I may not fay ) expreſly contrary to the. Prote2ant Religion 
expreſſed in the. DoErine of the Church of Zng/and: Anddid 
not theſe need Reformation? Andis it not theduty of every good 
Subje& and Proteſtant in maintenance of this Religion , to en- 
deayor a Reſormation , alteration, . and total expunction of ſuch 
Dorine, and fo to Covenant? And then Sir, where is the con- 
cradiction? Inthisſenſerhe Proteſtation and Covenant do plain- 
ly cosncidere, and agree in one and the ſame thing. 

But,Sir, let us allow. them their ſence , That che Dodrine 
proteſted to be maintained , is the ſame covenanted to be refor- 
med : Are Maintenance and Reformation incompetible ? is there 
not a poſſibility of ſome adjunRs unto the ſubſtance of the Do- 
rine ofthe Church of. Zngland expreſiing the true Reformed 
Proteſtant Religion , and ſzperable without the deftruction there- 
of? - Or may notthe DoQrine of the Church of. England be re. 
formed as to thie ſcant, general, dubious, and difficult manner 
of expreſſion; and yetthe matter thereof be maintained and de- 
fended ?. Are choſe Articles which concern the Government of 
the Church, and Conſecration of the Biſhops and Archbiſhops,of 
the eſſence and formality of the true Reformed, Proteſtage Ke: 
gion | 
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ligion? Will not the aſſertion thereofrend more ro Schiſm, than 
Scotlands ſuppoſed making their Diſcipline and Groernment the 
mark of a true Church? 'Asdenying the Reformed Churches be- 
yond the Sea to have attained to the true Reformed , Proreſtant 
Religion, which yet they handed over to us ?- 

But what reaſon had theſe Gentlemen of Oxford to under- 
Rand the Do&rine of the Church of England in ſuch a latirude ? 
when the ſence of it is limited by them who were then known to 
be Legi{lators (and a power ſufficient to preſcribe an Oath, un- 
to which themſelves ſubje&ed) and were the beſt expoſitors 
thereof ( viz. ) the Houſeof Commons who thus declared : 

Whereas ſome doubts have b:en raiſed concerning the mean- 
ing of theſe wards | The true Reformed, ProtefF ant Religion, ex- 
preſſed wn the Doftrine of the Church of England , ate all Po- 
pery, and Popilh innovations within this Realm contrary to the 
ſame Dottrine | This Hos/e doth declare, that by theſe words , 
was, and is meant only the publick Doflrine profeſied in the ſaid 
Church , ſo far as it 1s oppoſite to Popery and Popiſh innovati- 
ons : eAnd that the ſaid words are not tob: extended to the 
maintaining of any form of Worſhip, Di{cipline , and Government, 
nor of any the Rites and Ceremonies of the faia Church of England. 

By which rheſe Gentlemen might have underſtood, 

I, The Realm, andCaurch of Exg/azd, were two differznc 
Subje&s; the one profeſling Do&rine in the other, wherein al- 
ſo there was Do&rine tending to-Pepery and Pojiſh Innovation, 

2. There were in the Doctrines profeſſed by the Church of 
E ngland ſome adjunQs of Rites, Ceremonies, Government, or 
ſome ſpecial order of Werſh P, which might need Reformation « 
and were not view'd to be maintained. R 

Sothat according to this ſence of them who preſcrib2d both, 
there is more of conliftency,than contradigion-betweerrthe P7.- 
teft ation and. Solemn Leagne' and Covenant : Sothat the manifeſt 
perjury.theyfeared, hath not ſo much as aſeeming groan, .- 

And as for the ſuppoſed contradiQion of this Branch of the 
Covenant unto the Oath of Supremacy,it will onexamination va- 
niſh as an apparition, a thing which f» ſeemed; but cannor be 
ſo proved: For they will not hiſs me out of their: Schools, I 
will grant them their Propoſition i the Oath; and aſſumption in 
the Sraruee by then quoted; and yer find a way to avoid the con- - 


Fuſion, , 
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cluſion, becauſe a meer on ſequituy on their premiſes ; and this, 
if they will have the Argument logically reſolved,by denying the 
conſequence of their major Propoſition ; for I will grant unto 
them, that the Oath of Supremacy doth bind us co our power , 
.. to aſſiſt and defend all Furiſdiftions, Priviledges, Preheminerces, 
and Anthorittes, granted and belonging to the Kings Highweſs , 
his heirs and ſucceſſors, or wnited and annexed unto the Impe- 
rial Crown of this Rea/m: And afſume with them , That. the 
King had the whole power and eAubority for Reformation , Or- 


der, and Correilion, of all manner of Errors, Hereſies, Sehiſms, 


&c. and yetdeny the ſequel, viz, That we may not exdravour in 
ovr places and callings to reform Religion, For the defence of 
the Kings power is no way repugnant with che duty of our parti- 
cular capacity. I hope a Minifter may by his preaching, or a Di- 
vine by his diſputation in the Schools, endeavour the correQion 
and Reformation of Error and Hereſie, Schiſm or Superſtition, 
and yer not intrench on his Majeſties Ecclefiaftical JuriſdiQtion, 
and ſo interfer with their Oath of Supremacy ? Yea, inrete- 
renceto judicial and authoritative Correttion and Reformation 
(which we will ſuppoſe can only be done by the King) mensen- 
 deayor may be in their places and callings by Counſel, Propoſal, 

Remonſtrance, Perition, Supplication, and the like, to procure 
. His Majefties conſent, and authorſty, to reform R;ligion inthe 


Kingdom of England , in Dettrine , Worſhip , Diſcipline ,* 


and Government; and then Sir, where is the Contradiion > 
Yet Sir, if I were co diſpute with a fingle (though Senior ) 
Sophiſter of Oxford, I would deny both Propoſitions ; the ma- 
Jor, asto its ſequel or conſequence, as before; andthe afſumprti- 
on, asthat which the Statute doch not prove , wiz. The whole 
power of Spiritual or Eccleſiaftical Juriſdittion for Corveltion 
and Reformation , is annexed ta the King, and Imperial Crown 
of thic Realm: For the power by that Statute, is ſpecra/ and 
particular,not general and univerſal; as themſelves have cited ir, 
IS, ( viz. ) ſuch Fur:ſdiflions, Priviledges, Supertorities, and Pre- 
hemmences, Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical, as by any, &c. (and as 
the Statute proceeds) Spiritnal or Eccle ibis power or autho- 
rity, hath heretofore been or may lawfully be exerciſed or fo 
Refore 
: 


Fiſtationof any E 49 mas State, or Perſons, and 


— 


power given to the King, is ſuch a pow- 
0 


en 
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& as Biſhops, Cardinals, or Popes had uſed ; not ſich 4s Parlia- 
ments ( who ever retained a Juriſdiion in themſelves over both 
Church and Crown ) enjoyed and exerciſed : This power was 
purely executive, not L:giſlative; over perſons and particular 
Societies, not over the Kingdom and whole Realm : I preſume , 
che Genclemen of Oxford were not 1gnoront of the power and 
Legiſlative Authority which the Parhaments of Evg /and ever 
held over their Biſhops, and the Spiricual or Eccleſiaſtical eſtate 
of this Land,rying them in all their adminiſtrations of Diſcipline, 
and Government, to the Cuftoms and Statutes of this Realme , 
as they may read at large in the Sratute of- che Submiſſion of the 
Clergy, 25. Hen. $. 19. wherein they confeſs, many of their 
({anoms and Conſtitutions be repugnant to. the Laws and Statutes 
of this Realm, whereby they tie not only Reſtrain the exorbi- 
rancies, andfrom timetorime Reform the abuſes of the Church, 
but alſo extend the Prerogative and Juriſdiion of che King, as 
in that Statute, 1 E/:z2.46, and Lin, Reftrain, and Repeal it: 
( as in the caſe of this individual, ſpecifical power granted in the 
words of the Statute quoted )-by the Stature 17 Caro: entitu- 
led, An Af for repeal of a branch of a Statmte 1o Elizab, 
concerning Commiſſioners for cauſes Eccleſiaſtical ; which clauſe 
repealed, is part of this very recited Paragraph, andinmmedi- 
ately annexed unto, anddependent on this very grant of power 
and authority : Norare thefe Mafters and Scholars of Oxford i1- 
ſenſible, chat there 18 a vaſt difference between Executive and 
Legiflative power and authority; and chat as no Ecclefiaftical per- 

ſons did ever enjoy (however the Pope and tis Biſhops di {cog- 

rendfor it ) ſono King of Ergland dig ever pretend , of. lay 

claim unto the Legifhitive power tercher than allowed by AR of 

Parliaments, who were ever Di&ators of a general Reformation 

inthe Land, Charch, and Kingdom ; as at this time in th2 Re- 

formation covenenced : Nor can they be ignorant, chat it is 

very bad Logick, from ſuch Juriſdi&ions, and Spectfical,, Exe- 

cutive Authortty,' to' infer; that the whole power of 'Reforma= 

tients (0 inthe King , that' the Parliament mzy not propoſe , or 

the people covenant in their plates and callings ta endeavor a Re- 
formation; but they muſt chth wirh che Kings Prerogative', and 


contradie rhe particular Supremacy they have granted and baun- | 


ded chem(ſclves to defend. . 
And 
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And now Sir, .I muſt deſire to know ( whilſt the Oath affords 
notthe Propoſition, nor th2 words of the Statute the aſwmpri- 
on) how they will do to eſtabliſh the Concls/ion, and*clear their 
manifeſt perjury from premiſes which,on trial,prove but ſceming- 
ly contrary, and really conſiſtent with the Oaths they had before 
ſworn? 

We ſee, Sir, notwichſtanding the diflatisfaRions of the Ma- 
fters and Scholars of Oxford, thz firſt Article of the Solemn 
League and Covenant contains1n-it nothing but what is goodand 
lawful ; nay, ſo iuſt, thatinit ſelfitisa duty , and therefore may 
be ſivorn ; andtheir ſerious exceptions will ſcarce ſuffice to A- 

 pologize their refuſal, which could not be Religiouſly refuſed by 
ſuch as defire purity of R:11910n, and uniformity in the Church 
whilſt the. Word of Godis propounded as the Rule, and the beſt 
reformed Churches as the pattern of this Reformation covenan- 
red; and will not uw thing avail,to acquit the obligation where 
itislaid, afforcing ſufficient ground to eſtabliſh the judgement of 
him that ſware, without any apparent reaſon of ſcandal or ha- 
zard to Reputation, Eſtate, or Conſcience 3 the perj#ry ſuppo- 
ſed ro be manifeſt, appearing at belt ro be but ſeeming , As jv 
on a fancied Contrartety, that amounts only-to 4 difference in the 
mMHner, not matter of the oppoſed Oaths, 


Subſetlio Sexta, | 

:Conſidereth Reformation cannot proceed -without a removal of what is 

the tile repugnant and obſtruRivechereunco: the ſecond Arudle of the 

League and Covenant, d therefore biad us.tothe extirpation of certain e= 

;Covenant, ils: we muſt then conſider in the next place, the juſtice. and 
lawfulneſs thereof, and thE wgighty exceptions made againſt ir; 

In this Article we are to, conſider the. 4 covenanced , 


AR is converſant, viz. Popery, Prelacy, Error, Hereſie, Schiſm, 
Superſtition, and Prof aneſs. | | 


S 

uot himſelf by an endeavorr of Extirpation,to be ſwotn in-. 
to Gods Throne,whoſe 9vly and immediate Att it is toextirpate 
theluſts, and principles of theſe impieties ont of the heart of 


MAN; 


” 
= 


An endeavor of extirpation ; and, the matter about which char 


Astothe AF, itisnot objeQed againſt by any, ſave-Dr. 
G audens Nephew. No Body, who. in his, new born- Doxbts and : 
cruples (( midwiy'd into the world by the Drs. Epiſtle ) would : 
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man ; or mounted intothe Magiltrates Chair, who only may 4y 
Bonds or Bani(hment, or Mulit, or D:ath, ext-rpate tha open 
exerciſe, and pub ick profeſſi5n of choſe evils, and the promoters 
of them ; as if Extirpation were no way a humane AR, or wichin 
the capacity of private men , though ot to effect, yer by Moral 
Perſwaſion, Rational Diſcourle,Scripture Conviction, Subaiiſlive 
P-rition, and the like , ſo much as #2 exdeavovr it with foxcerity , 
r:ality and conſtancy; th2 very recital of this reception 1s a ſuf- 
ficient confutation, and reſolution thart folly,or lome melancho- 
ly faficy, more than conſcience did ſtare this doubr,and and per- 
piexed ar this Scrvple wichouta grain of Reaſon, 

And as to the matter covenanted to be endeavoured to be 
extirpated, none that are ſezmingly Proteſtants, 1nd religious,w 
make queſtion of Pepery, Erroxr, Hereſie, S.h:\m , Superſtuton , 
and Profareſs, or what,oevr 1s contrary toſound Doctrine, or 
the power of go llin:(s : theſe are ſuch ſpreading Weeds,diſgraceful 
ro the Church ( Chriſt us Garden) and deſtruQtive to che prin- 
ciples and praQuces of all Religion, that al noſt all men will ap- 
pear the foremoſt in an endeavour to extirpate them ; and on this 
account Dr. G auden in hislate Epiitle to the Doubts and Scru- 
ples, would divert our endeavour for extirpation of the Prelacy , 
Covenanted azainſt, by direQingthe ſame unto Schiſme and Su- 
perſt; ion: Bur, Vir, by his leave, as we cannot own him as our Ma- 
ſer,tobe ar hi; pleaſure,appointed ourwork further than out own 
prudence will guide us; ſo we muſt tell him, that every Plane 
which onr heavenly Fath:r hath not planted, muſt be yoored ont ; 
that ſome weeds are more yiltble & ſpreading than others;and as 
they need more ſpeed and diligence,ſo they c1il for more Rtrengch 
and labour to remove them, b<inz deeply rooted by their long 
continuance; and therefore the extirpation of them muſt be 
plied with ezdeavovr, whilſt the Eutth is looſe,and they unſerled; 
and ic is more than probable , that many of the others, if not all, 
may come up with thisone, which either occafioneth Schiſms, oc 
by its ſhade defendeth Swperſtition and Profaneſſe, if I tay not 
ſay Popery : But tay, Sir, the Miſters and Scholars of Oxford de 
pluck me by che Ears, and cell me 1 am miſtakeg, if Ideem Pre» 
lacy a weed, which is undoubtedly the faireſt lower in the Gar- 
den of Chriſt his Church, —— to whoſe lan2uage I find 
# 3, r 
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D:. Featley's Ghoſt Canting in his League :Mlegal ; bur Sir, 

I ſhall defire to ler them know that Prelacy 1n its genzral and 
genuine acceptation, is undoubtedly « very fair flower, and far 
from being weedeJup ; andtherefore inthe Solemn Leagus and 
Covenant 1t is ſpecified, and a particular kind of P elacy ſprung 
up, and ove:-ſpreading the Church of E»glar4, is Covenanted to 
be extirpated: I ſhall be willing to give the honour of this re- 
trigion and ſp=cificarion to the ſpeech of Dr. Daniel Featley , 
occaſioned by thz over-hot preſſing of ſo:ne (ruly zealous for 
Retormation of what was amiſſe) 'that Prclacy in general (it 
having by appropriation to one kind obtained a vulgar evil ac- 
ceptation ) ſhoxld be extirp.ated ; only I cannoc acquir his acute 
Executor from the diſhonour of miſapplying his Uncles ſpeech , 


' (when dead) as ſpeaking againſt that which it had effeRed ; 


( viz.) andexpreſs mention of the ſpecies, and particular kind 
of Prelacy to b: extirpared ; that is, the Government by Arch- 
bi(h: ps, Biſops, their hance'loys and Commi caries, Deans, Deans 
and Chapters, Arch-d-acons, and all oth-r Eccleſiaſtical Officers 
depending on that H ie-archy; whereby the general recm Prelacy 
ro irnirel and reſtrained, ſo that I ſhallexpe& their exceptions 
to hi2 againſt the exrirparion of this ſpecies and kind of Prelacy, 
unto which rhe Covenantdoth bind us ; for we well know,deloſzs 
verſatur in a neralibus, Crafty men do deceive the vulgar by an 
Oat-cry of extirpation of things in cheie general nature good, bur 
in this or that ſpecial kind evil ; I ſhall therefore eſpcially con- 
fider the exctptions of the Maſters and Scholars of Oxford a- 
© inſt this ſecond Arricle,fo far as It telateth ro rhe Prelacy there. 
in ſpecified to be extitpared ; as choſe on which 1 obſerve others 
dep:nd, from which others have derived thats, and ro which on 
all occaſion they do retreat as to ther impregnable Fortreſs, 

' They therefore in the fourth SeAion of their Reaſons,for nor 
ſvearing the Solemn League and Covenant, do deface their ex- 
ception with an'exprefſion of theiraffeion rorhar Government 
co be extirpated,and firlt preſent us with this fair Encomiun of it; 


Viz, 

7 That Ancient form of Church-governnsent nnder-which 0gr 
Religion was at firſt ſo or erly wit out violence or ramule ," and 
fr koppilyreformid and hath ſince ſo long flouriſhed with truth 
andpeace, to. the honour and. kap;ineſs of our own, and envy ard 
admiration. . 


 ————— 
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admiration of other Nations : But Sir, good wine needs no buſh ; 
it is wellifthe Arguments be as cogent to the mind, 2s this glori- 
ous deſcription ot Englands Church-government is captivating 
to the affeRions, I hope Sir, ſerious Caſuiſts in (taring their Scru- 
ples, do not ſer a luftre on the objec by glorious Epithites o en- 
gage the admiration of the-yulgar : But Sir, 

I. Antiquity may beno Argument of itsglory, verity, or 
goodneſſe ; theſe learned men know this is the loud and common 
cry of Pagans for their 7dolatry ;, and Papiſts for their Syper- 
Fition and Papacy, which will in point of Age appear the Elder 
Brother to .Englands Prelacy -: Pope Gregory being before 
Auſtin the Monk, the firſt Arch-biſhop of Canterbary , and yet 
1s not owned as any addition to their glory , or demonſtration of 
their verity, for as true Religion is firſt received, ſo it is after-cor- 
ruption reformed by the Redreemed from the vain Converſation 
received by tradition from thesr fathers. 

2. Order is indeed very amiable inany At , but what 
they mean by the orderly proceeding of the firſt Reformation, 1 
know not;ſureI amthart the precedency of the Laity unto the Cler- 
Sy in a work of this naturein which h ſhould have been DiRa- 
rors, was more juſtthan regular : And whenI confider the firſt 
ſtep of Reformation-in the expulſion of the Popes Supremacy 
(ſupported by all the Biſhops unto a premwnire ) to have rang 
in Henery the eighth,from difcontent at the Popes dealing in' the 
buſineſs of Queen XK atharive,. rather than conſcience of its ſin- 
fulneſs, to have been fteered 'by policy, not piety; to ffand con. 
ſiſtent with a recention, and fiery inforcement of Popiſh DoRrine 
and Worſhip, unto the perſecution and burning of 7yndal, Lam 
bert, and others, andimpoſing of the fix Articles ( in which I 
muſt confeſs Cra»mer quit bimfelf like a faithful Biſhop, but 0- 
thersI find not oppoſing ) And when T obſerve the -Lixe which 
firſt ruledin Henery the eighth his dxyes, robe retained and ran- 
through the Reformation of King Edward the ſixth, and was 
roo much regarded in the time 0 n Elizebeth (who both 
ated from a more piqus principle, had but their Counſellorsca.. 
ptivated their policy, and the little knowledge of thoſe reform, 
ing dayes giventhem toTee, andfetupinitsluſtre and power, the 
ſquare an _ Rule of Reformation )) T cannot but ſay Geds 
power is much more manifeſt in — Reformation of x 
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land, than was mans order, and yet what order was, Hiſtory wic- 
neſſech to have been, chough under, yet without, yea, againſt the 
Foxe, Att and Biſhops ; The banared and eighteen thouſand eight hundred and 
Monumentsp. ferty pornas pid by the Biſhops ofthe rwo Provinces,Canterbury 
959- and York, for their pardon from the premwnire, doch proclaim 
their oppoſinon at the firſt. The x ro perſons choſen out 
of the Pachiament to confider and conthude Articles of Religion , 
and Cranmer and Ridleys Politich, plea agiinit pious Prince Eq- 
ward the f1xth, for the Mas of his Siſter ary, and the after- 
concluſions in their Convecations, do not ſpezk much of forward- 
neſsar the laſt, whilſt in the one, or in the ocber, they went nor 

any faſter, than driven by the Kings injun:ons. 
3. No marvel that they who could not ſee inchis.Reformati- 
on any diſorder, could not hear any. noiſe of tamnults attend it , 
and yet if I miſtake not, the Tarracancara-murmur of the Lin- 
cola-feire and York-ſhirc men intheir rebellicus holy. pilgrimage , 
headed by Dr. Makeree, denominated Caprain.Cobler, and abet- 
ted by many of the Clergy; not that I find r<ſiſted.or quieted by 
any Epiſcopal influeuce in the time of Hexry the eighth, ard 
the like in/xrreftions of Suffeth, Tork-ſbire , Ox fy wh De- 
von-ſbjre, Cornwal, and other Counties, againſt the Reformation 
by King Edward the ſixth, doth ſignifie unto mehat the Refor- 
mation was not at firſt more pregoſterouss- than wiclest and 1a- 
waltzers, houpti not in the Auchors, yet in the oppoſition and re- 
fucancy of irs ſubjeRs, occaſioning this note to be left upon it , 

| Tante nelis erat Romanum evertere ſedem. 

YetI mult not byreaſon of the one or other, deny it to have been 
happy ; bur defire freeiy to acknowledge that this Reformed Re. 
ligion in the degree attained, hath ſince happily flowriſoed unto 
the honour of our- mn, and envy of other Nations; only I fee 
' not wherein this Government ( the extirpation of which is Co. 
yenanted to be endeavoured ) did. either occafion, oraddunto 
the happineſs and honour thereof, I am ſureit isnoted by others , 
and werel the-firſt obſerver of it, I durſt undertake to meke it. 
g00d, That Religion hadſparkled and flouriſh'd.with more honor 
and happineſs, in an higher degree of Reformation, thanic yer. 
doth, if not retarded, and ſometimes! retrogaded by Englands 
Epifcopal Prelates, who have made it ſo mueh- pompous unto- 
ſenſe, and the Worlds admiration ,: bur ſo lizle powerful - the. 
PLIC 
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ſpirit : Bur, Sir, I loye nor to recriminate, or reproach things or 
perſons; 1 ſhall therefore paſs this 2pplauſe of our late Prelacy, 
with this Requeſt, That the Maſters and Scholars of ©xford, or 
any other, will pleaſe to tell us what there is in this Government, 
ſo ſpecial and peculiar for its efficacie, to the order and quiet of 
Reformation, that may not be ſound in another Form of Govern. 
ment ; for that only is of the eſſence, and ſo- muſt be the Empha- 
ſis of this Epiſcop:cy. 
Subſetio Septima. 


The apprehenfian of the worth of this Government, had, Sir, 
its full influerce on the affections of theſe learned men; they there- 
fore profeſs themſelyes. 

1. AﬀeFted with grief and amazement to ſee it endeavoured to 

be extirpated without any reaſons offered: ro their underftanding, for 
which it ſhomld be eels weceſſary or expedient ſo to do. 

2. Ranked with Popery, Superſtition, Hereſie and Profaneſs. 

3. intimated to be ſome Way or other contrary to ſound Dotrine, 
er the power of godlineſs. 

Unto all this I ſhall ſ:y in brief ; 

1. Thatif 'the conſtant Qiragſings of this Government, with Thei 

the Civil power and encroachment , o» the Royal Authority -in+,F m_—_— 
all Ages heving-not kept its bounds, bur hy exerciſing abſolute and amaze- 
ind-pendent Authority in their own Names, and under their own-men at Extir- 
Seals, ina Legiflative Neclarztion of what is Treaſow; and by P3ci9n of Pre- 
an Imperial power to preſeribe Oaths to beſwortfh as: in che Ca- lacy examined. 
nons of 1640. the Biſhops of both Provinces did preſume to 
do; if its innovation, defence and propagution of erroneous Do- 
&rines and Superſtition ; if its ſwppreſſion- of Trath, and. true- 
Religion , by _— ſuſpending tachful Preachers , if irs 4y0- 
lence, irregularity and injuſtice in High Commiſſion Genſures, ba- 
niſhing, impriſoning, confiſcating, ſhigmatizing, and'excommuni.. 
cating of t beſt of men for meer tnfles, things indifferent , -o 
judged by themſelves) at theleaſt ;- nay, many time for ing: 
profaneſsand ſuperſtition; yea, for- performing their duties in 
praying and prezehing; and the like-evils which did actend ir, 
though (I ſhould ſay) but accidentally, by the corruption of fone 
rague, Lande, yren, Pierce, arid theit Companions, -be written in 

feb ſenſible ARs;and 'JegibleCharaRers , that ZBngland —_— 
my ce 
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fcel, and the World read them; I think there ned not be much of, 


Reaſon offered to ſhew, not only the awpediency, but neceſſity of 
extirpatios ofa Government, though in ic ſelf good, yet capable of 
ſuch envrmities, unleſſe it be-of an immediate and undoubted di- 
vine right, 

- But, Sir, Had not Oxford their numbers in Parliament ? and 
did they nor truſt them with their underſtandings ? or muſt a Par« 
liament offer Reaſons of the neceſlity and expediency of every 
AR they impoſe on the Subject, before the Subje& yield obedi- 
ence? and yetthe Vote of the Houſe of Commons paſt the 10th. 


of Fung, 1641. viz. That this Government hath been found by 
long experience tobe a great impediment to the perfeft reformation 


and growth of Religion, and very prejudicial to the Ciwil State; to- 


gether with the learned Speeches of many Members in the Houſe, 


rinted , tooffer Reaſen withour, as well as within doors, might 
avelaid ſomerhing before the judgments of theſe Gentlemen. 1 
preſume, Sir, the Subjects obedience muſt not (in the judgment of 
this Univerſity) be ſuſpended untill the Reaſons of State producing 
the reſolution be known to, and and apprehended by every perſon 
and ſociety. 34 
r>;22; ,-If this Prelacy judged thus evil; were but contempora- 


Ty;,with Popery.,: $werſtition, Hereſte,, Schiſme and Prepbaneſs , 
X ator iy : 


preſyme it -good, I hope it may be ranked a- 


manglt its fellows , and taken uponſuſpition, it may be a greef, 
but no- wrong to ſtay.an honeſt man found in pou ob 


Thioves; when ke bath cleared | himſelf, juſtice will let bim 


——— _—_ 
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ſame Arguments and Authorities which are urged by Bellarmine, 
and the Council-of Trent, for the defence of the Papacy (in ,_ 
all which reſpeRs ir muſt needs appear, that the differcnce be- _ 9 wp 
tween an univerſal Metropolitan or Dioceſan Biſhop, is in d& 7,4, qi. 2.6: 
erees and limits, not in kind; for is there not the ſame reaſon fot ,89, 590, to p, 
Arch-biſhops over Biſhops, to receive their Oath of Obedience, 61s, 
as for Juridical Biſhops over Presbyters ; and ſo the ſame for Cat« 
dinalz over Arch-biſhops, and Popes over Catdinals? ) do ſuggeſt 
itto be; andif ir were the Foot-ſtool or Sticrup of the Papacy), 
as Salmaſins doth at large demonſtrate in his Apparatus ad 
Papatam; andas Bezadoth affirm , when he tells us , Eprſcops 
Papam prpererunt, Bern. Epiſt, 59. Thope it can be no great 
wrong to ranck ic with Popery, which might be its proper name , 
though chrough uſe of a larger hgnification, 

And if, Sir, its Rule whereby ro ſquare ir, and Reaſon of 
ſuſtentation be that which is not more openly Canred by ſome , 
then indeed generally praktiſed ; ( viz.) No Ceremonies , no 
Biſhop, whereby the Croſs in Bapciſm, the Alrar, the Sayplice, 
and other matters innovated into the worſhip of God, the uſe of . 
which ( how edifying ſoever ro the Charch of God )) is a for- 
mal Superſtition ; it cannot be-much abuſed to call Superſtition 
ics companion, * l PE IRE * I 

Andifit have been found to indulse Hetefie, by: publiſhing 
and printing cum priveligro, all Heretical Notions, and fflencing 
the Pulpit, and Ropping the Pref: from alt prfiibitiry of Confu- 
tation ; or if by innovation of Superſticon 'tnco worſhip,” ant 
obtruſion of Error in Do&rine on the ſouls of men, it hath 
provoked Schiſne, Thope:rhefe is ho oreat'canſe of complaint 
for putting theſe togerher with ir; oor ob | 

And if ithave been' approved 2 ptoteRion and 'promorion | 
of Revels, Chnrch-ales, Clerki-ales, Sports and Put imer on the The aa 
Lords day; ſo that irs Deans and Chaprers, or ocher Colledge dark 
and Conventions, have proyed like wifto Bifhop Pierce his Sepru- of Somer/ttſhire 
aginc in their wort net oor Richardforfs order” fot in their unani« 
ſuppreſfing of thefe arid thelike proftneſs; certified if letter xg 90us conſent | 
the lare Arch-biſhop,, dared the fifrh of November, 1633. and nine | 
fuppreſſing all Miniſters that refidſe co fiir up firch icentiouſneſs, Church- ates, * 
az did the vifirations of the Areh-bithop of” Canterbury, Biſhg &c 
Pierce, and vihets ; it futt'can'be no grear wrong toratnk it yi 
SYTK J Profaneſs, 


ys The Faſtning of $, Peters Fatters, * . 
prof ancſs,and intimare it to have in it /onve contrariety to the peut; 
er of godlineſſe ; to which ( whatever ſome few, very tew, Biſhops 
might do) the current of Epiſcopacy did never yield much 
countenance, or ſpeak much amiry. Sir, in theſe and the like re. 
ſpe&s, the exrirpation. hereof muſt. be endeavoured by all thar 
will not partake of cther mens ſins, and I muſt be free to rell 
them, that in their Parallel caſe propounded ( which yet will noc 
ſquare) tne alteration, yea,exti7pation of the Civil Government 
of the City, capable of ſuch proximity #+to Treaſon , Murder , 
eAadrltery, Theft, Conſenage, and the like, would be dy all inge- 
nyous men judged both juſtand reaſonable ; bur T 1afilt roo long 
in abarement of their affetion, who offer Arguments by whic 
they were perſwaded to adhere unto their obje& ; let us there- 
fore weigh them ſeverally. 


- Sub/eflio Oftava. 


This:Preface being paſt, they proceed to the Reaſons why 
they cannot Covenant as endeavour to extirpate Prelacy ; thac 
istoſay, The Government by Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, their Chanccl- 
logrs, or Commiſſaries, Deans, Deans and Chapters, Arch-d:acons 
und all oth:r Eccleſiaſtical Officers depending 0nthat Hierarchy : 
And they, propound five. Reaſons ; -two- relate unto the Govern- 
ment, the third and fifth unto their own capacity, arid the fourth 
unto the eſtate of the Church z accorcing to this order I ſhall 
.canfder them : And, 


Oxford frft 4 They cell us, They are not ſatisfied how they can with 
and ſecond ex- 4 good conſcience ſwear to extirpate Epiſcopal Government, which 
ceptionto the ſay they, we think.to be, if nor Jure Divino, the ſtrifteſt ſenſe 


J 
extirpation of þy , reſs. command, yet of eApoſtelical wftitutt:n ; that is 
Prelacy. la ny - rf a. x 


aj, was eſtabliſhed 1# the the eApoſtles, according to 
he Are rp the example of their nh! » Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and that. by wertne of their or y power and authority deri- 
ved from him, as depmied by bim Governonre of bis 
_ leaſt that Epiſcopal Ariitoeracy may 

Or at leaſt that Epiſcopal Ariftocracy maylay a more jaft 
tithe and clains to «Dios infiterion, than Papal M, : ; 
Prerhyterial Democracy , and. Independents by particular 


Congres 
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Congregations, or gathered Churches, 

| 2. We are afſured by the nndoubted teſtimony of Anci- 
' ent Reccyds, and later Hiſtory, that this Forms of Government hath 
been continued mi:h ſuch an univerſal, uninterrupted, unqueſtioned 
ſucceſſion in all the ( hurchkes, and in all Kingdoms that have 
bren called Chriſtian, for fiftten hundred years together ; that 
there never was 1 all that time any conſs4rrable oppoſition againſs 
it ; that of Aerius was the greateſt, which grew from dif- 
content, and gain'd him thereputation of an Heretich,* 

From which antiquity to depart, they fear by this extirpa- 
tion to give advantage to the Papiſts by contempt of antiquity ; 
axd ſhould diminiſh the Antbority due to the con/entient ps Ae 
ment and prattice of the univerſal Church, Cc. 

Sic, this is a very fair and ſpecious exception ; for Divine 
Inſtitution, ard ancient univerſal practice are very ſtrong bars 
againſt any Oath ; and Rrong conjeQture of the one, and cer- 
tain aſſurance of the orher,do forcibly ſuperſede any mans aRing 
ro the contrary ; yet Sir, X. 

I wonder that theſe learned men do but think of a Divine lnſti- 
txtion,and yet are aſſured of ancient unverſal prattice, uninter- 
rupted for fifteen hundred year 3 methinks the laſt ſhould rather 
have r:maineddoubrful; for conſcience can only be ſatisfied in 
the certainty of the former : A think ſoin a Divine Warrant, is 
both ſinful and dangerous; and I :h5zk_ the univerſal uninter- 
rupted praRice of the Church for fifteen handrEd years mighe 
well run back untothe times of our Lord and Saviour,and atleaſt 
the Acts of his Apoſtles ; and the Sacred, as well as Eccleſiaſtical 
Story, might make mention ofthis Government, and ſo create 
an undeniable certainty ; for the one, isa very uncertain ground 
of aflurance wichout the other : But tay Sir, I forgot the year in 
which theſe I:araed men wrote, it was 1647. and ſo indeed one 
hundred and forty years might return before Ep:;ſcopal/Government 
appeared in.the World ; and yer they may by antient Records , 
4nd lter Hiſtories, find the practice of it fifreen hundred years ; 
but this will more weaken, than ſtrengthen the Divine Riphr; for 
without doubr, the moſt primitive and pure eſtate of the Churchy 
was in the firſt one hundred and forty years. ' | | 

. 2. Their Argument loſerh. irs force, by che ambiguity of 
their rerms; for 1 am Sir, atthe ſame loſs with) them , for the 
og M [Raris 
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Ratio formalis objetti , the thing to be extirpared, as in my ſaft 
Saint Peters - gyirh Dr. Ganden. They tell us of an Epiſcopal G ov r»ment, and 
Bonds abide. p. Epiſcopal Ariftocracy, but do not deſcribe it ; it is no marvel 
” 3'-thar the PopesLegares ſhould intercict the diſpute inthe Council 
Hittory of the Of Trert,concerning the Divine Right of Bpifoepal Supertort: y,or 
Countil of dire it into ſuch general and uncertain debates,that there mighr 
Trent, Edit. 3. be of it no derermination ; bur, Sir, I chink tt very ſtrange that a 
p. 591, 59% ProteſtantUYniverhty rofeſſedly ſecking ſatisfa@ion to their con- 
ſcience, ſhould ſo ſophiſtically by general terms of an uncertain 
acceptation,miaintain to themſelves doubts to which they defire 
reſolution. They well know Epiſcopal Government may denc- 
minate the Governtnent Commun: Concilio Presb yterorum,by all 
Miniſters in the Church, who are the very true urdoubred Scr:p. 
tare-Biſhops; unto which, or whom there may be or4inis cauſa, 
for method ſake , a Superintendent Moderator or Chair-man ; 
and this Epiſcopal Government is undoubredly of D;2:ve 1nfti. 
tution., and axtient praftice, preſcribed by the Holy Ghoſt , and 
propounded inthe ſacred Rory of the As of the Apo les, Chap. 
20, 28, where, as in other Scriptures, Biſkops. and Presbyrers are 
terms ſynonimous,denominarting perſons inveſted with the ſame 
Office and Authority, and en Joying the ſame gualifi: atior.s , and 
by cemmon confent ruling the Church of Chriſt ; and then, Sir, 
we muſttell them this 1s not to be endeavoured to be extirpatec, 
nor doth the Covenant ſo propound it ; which if it do, Iconſenc 
to reject it, 

Bur if by Epiſcopal Government , they mean that ſpecial 
Porm and Frame of Government wherein one perſon is advas- 
ced into adiſtinit order of Aimſtry above other Miniſters, and 
is inveſted with Prince-like power over them , enjoying an Au- 
thotity peculiar to him , eonomine, as Biſhop, of ſole Otdinati- 
on and Juriſdition , unto whomall. other his Fellow-Miniſters 
ate Subjefs, and muſt ſweat tohim obedience , who muſt have 
# Council denominated, Deans, Deacons, Prebends, Chapters,and 
the like, ovet and among whom he fitsas Lord; and yet over 
him acknowledgeth a more ſwperiovy oxder under the title of 
MFrch-biſhop, ro whom he oweth and ſweaterh obedience 3 and in 
this ſuperiour order, and lordly matiner, he r»/eth all Paſtours, 
and People, ſomtimes by himſelf, ſometimes by his Chancellor 
or Com{[ ary, his Surrogates, Deans, and Arch-deacons, with all 

| Officers 
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Officers of Stateand Power within ſach prefixed bounds and li- 

mits, which is called his peculiar Dicceſs , and either they muſt 

mean this, or miſtake the meaning of the Covenant ,, which yet 

doth yery plainly deſcribe the Prelacy te be extirpated, to be a 

| (Government by Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, their Chancellonrs,Commiſ- 

ſaries, Deans, &c, And then, Sir,l muſt deny, not that they think. 
(for I mult believe the profeſſion of their thowght, rhough I think 
it ſtrange ) bur chat chereis any good ground for ſuch thoughts : 
and the opinion of an Univerſity, will not without good demon- | 
{tration in this point, beget ſuch thoughts in me , That the A- "Il 
Peftles by wertue of their ordinary power and authority derived 
from Chriſt, and depated'Governoxrs of his Church, did ever eſt a= 
blit this Epiſcopal Government , or that it was according to the 
mind , and after the example of Jeſus Chriſt, who himſelf did ne- 
ver exerciſe 4 Pompous and Princely power over bis Diſciples ; 
but converſed with chem as his Peers and Equals, and gave them 
in charge that they ſhould not affet Speriority one over anather , 
er Prancely power over Gods Heritage. 

I muſt put theſeMaſters and Scholars of Oxford, to prove by 
plainand pregnant Scripture, That the Office of the Miniſtry may 
in Ordination be divided, and only ſome part of it be thereby com- 
'Mmitted;ſo as that the Deacons may preach and baptize, but not con- 
ſecrate the Lords Supper, 

Thar there are more orders of the Aſiniſtry than owe, the | 
Biſhop or Presbyter , or more Officers in the Church , than | 
Elders and Deacons , appointed by Chriſt or his Apoſtles 
by their Apoſtolical Authoriry , who have only deſcribed their | 1 
qualification, and directed the Ordination.of theſe two, and no 1 
more, That the Presbyter (in whom is required the ſawe qua- 

lification ; to whomis to be yielded the ſame obedience, ſubjeftion 
_ andrefÞe, who receiveth the ſame Ordination, and is charged 
| with the ſame duty, andinveſted with the ſame * ox of feeds ng 
and governing the Church of God, with the Biſhop , and none 
other) is 4n_order diſtinft' from and ſubjeft to the Biſhop , ſo 
to be ruled by him, and not to exerciſe his Office, but by the Z;. 
ſhops Licenſe, and at his pleaſure, and that the Presbyteris bound 
to ſwear obedience to the Biſhop as his Ordinary. 
That certain particular Prieſts or Pacactindd by Papal con- 
ſtitution and Princely indulgence without the counſel and common 
M 2 {uffrages 
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ſuffrages of the Colledge of Presbyters, baſpeaking their conſer;, 
The force of 23 conſent of the common people, be conflitured a Colledge or 
Prelacy cove- Cathedral Connciltoche Biſhop, to adviſe with him, and rule un» 
nantedagainſti der him, by the name of Deans, Deans and Chapters, Arch-dea- 
con and Prebends, to Ele& the Biſhop in vacancy ,. and hold 
Courts, confiiture Canons, and exerciſe all Juriſdiciion over all 
Churches and Miniſters, not being ſo much as choſen by them , 
| or having their conſent, much leſs commiſſion ſo to do. 
| That any one Miniſter or Biſhop doth ſtand charged with all 
the Congregations and Paſtors of them its one County , 7 many 
Counties making one Diaceſs ; and bz by verive of « ffice bound 
to the inſpeMion, and paſtoral Corre&on and Government of 
them ; and that theſzveral Biſhops of a Kingdom be themſelyes 
ſubje& to one Aﬀetropolitan Church and Arch-biſkop, to whom 
they ſhall ſwear obedience, and ſhall be ſubje& ro. be by hims 0- 
verſcen, ordered and corre&ed ; ſure if the Word of God'con- 
clude ſuch ſuperiority over the Church in one Kingd m , it will | 
conchude a C atholick ſupercority over the univerſal (hurch ; and. 
advance the Pope as watrantably above the Areh-biſhops, as the 
Arch-biſhops are above the o—_ s, and the Biffops above the | 
Presbyrers ;. for theſe are not » Few of kind, but of degree ; 
nor1s there pleaded for Divine Right, or Apoliolical Inftirution | 
of the one in the Church of Eng/and, what 1s not pleaded for th2 
other by the Fathers ofthe Council of Trent; and by Bellar- 
Bellarm,de Cle- mine that Cardinal Popes Champion ; and who can deny a 9w.a- | 
ricis. lib. 1.3 rtexus ad omne, &c ? : 
"ys 34. Laſtly, That Biſrops and Miniſters of the Goſpel may ex- 
erciſe their Office and Funttion by UV icegerents and Deputies,Com- 
mi ſcaries or Chancellours ; or that by any Apoſtolical dire&ion 
. they may, and have a*:hor:ty to Commullionare any ſuch; or that 
the determination and diſpoſal of Civil Aﬀairs, Matters of Mar- 
riage, and Adminiſtrations, belong to them ; that they muſt by 
chemſelves,or joyning unto themſelves, Profeſſors and Students 
of the Civil Law, keep Courts, on which Proft-rs, Apparitros , 
and the like are dependent ; and ſo judicially rule and govern in 
theſe caſes, 
This 1s the Form'of Government theſe learned Caſuifts 
muſt think, is, if not of Divine Right ' by inamediate precept 
fromGed, yet eſtabliſhed by the Apoſtles, according to the mind * 
th | >; 
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and after the example of their Maſter, Teſus Chriſt , and that 

hy wvertue f their power and authority, as deput:d Governours of 
the Church ; or otherwiſe their thoughts are very vain and impet- 
riuent ; for not an Epiſcopal Government wherein all the Bilhops, 
Miniſters ofthe Church within any Ciry, Country or Kingdom , 
inveſted with equal authority and dignity, being all of the ſame 
Ocder,' do. by common Council govern the Church ; but 244 
ſpecifical Prelacy, preſumingir ſelt tobe an Hierarchy, or holy 

Government, and chief Prieft.hood, not to be gain-ſayed 

without high profaneſs ; or with-ftood and deſtroyed without 
facriledge, formally exifiing 1n eLrch-biſhaps, ſuper:our Princes 
ro Biſhops; Biſhops , Soveraign Lords to all Minifters or Preſ- 

byrers ; and enjoying the ſtanding Cathedral Council, and ſub- 
ordinate Judges, Deans, Arck-deacons, Dears and Chaprer, and 
cranſmiceing their power, and Epiſcopal authority ro Chaxcellorrs: 
and Cotes} and ſo ruling with all ſtate, and porhpors 
attendants ; not only mens profeſſion of Religion, but their propre- 
ety of civil exjoyments,is Covenanted to be cxtirpated.l hope Sir, 
that theſe ſerious men, would not cozenthzir own Conſciences;- 
and chzat the World ; by their obſervation che Covenant would 
bind us againſt Epiſcopacy and Biſhops in gencral ; and not take 


notice hoy 1tis I1mited to one particular kind z and then Sir, I 


muſt be free to tell them, That the Drv:ne Right, or Apoſtolical 


I: ftization of this Epiſcopal Government, is but a 7h: ſo, of no - 


more value than a dream ; for I-not only h:zk , bur am ſure, the 
libraries of learning, in all that famous Univelity, will never lay: 
us down this Form of Government in the Chrch of Epheſus , 
(chough I ſhould grant Timothy to be a Biſhop therein) Azrroch, 
Philippi, Creet, or the ſeven Churches of Aſia ( ſuppoling their 
Anzels to have been Biſhops ) inall which Ideny nor a Govers- 


ment by Biſhops, andthoſe made bythe Holy Ghoſt\; to whom TI 


will preſume r9think, had Ithen lived, and been inveſted wick 


that Minifterlal authority I now by Gods grace enjoy, poor, ſim-' 


pl: I, might have ſtood up as a Peer, or at leaft Biſhop Snffrag an ; 
and if they give not ſome Scripture inſtance, / think Eccle aaltt- 
Cal (tory will never prove the Apoſiles eſtabliſted\ this Form of 
Government inthe Church ; or at leaſt, not by their Apoſtoli- 
£al fower and authority, as deputed by Chriſt governours of the 


the 


Chnrch ; andLam ſure, not after the example , por according to \ 


I 5. fol. 163. 


called Flam- 
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tl e mind of Teſus ( hriſt their Mafper ; it being direAly inconſit- 
ent with the quality of this Kingdom, and digated parity of hig 

Miniſters. | 
Sir ( with Reverence may I ſpeak it) T.chink i bad been ye- 
ry ſutable roche learning and gravity of this learned Aflembly,co 
tave laid down 1n this caſe of conicience, ſome clear Reaſons 
for their cojeRure of this Divine Right, and Apoſtolica! Inſt itun 
tion aud Eſtabliſhment : And the rather, for that Pope N:cholas 
hath affirmed, Ommes five Þ atriarche cujnſl:bet apicem, ſive Me 
tropo/ean primatus, aut Epiſcopatunm Cathedras vel Eccl fiarum, 
ſive cujaſcurque ordints dignitatem, wt ituit Romana Eccleſia: 
That Kone appointed all Eccleſiaſtical Dignities of Brſhops , 
Arch-biſhops, Deans, eArch-deacons,& ec, And Pope * Lucius and 
Apud Gratian. Clement, with wbom agreeth Peter Lombard, and our own Hifto- 
Diſt. 22.cap- I ria1s, That King Laciws inſtituted three eArch-biſhopricks, and 
* Dittin& '8o, * (wcnty five Biſkopricks in the room and ſtead of the three Arche 
lib. 4. dif. 24, flamens, and twenty five flamens : And that Dewvotus , the Biſhop 
_ Brit Hiſt. lib, of Wincheſter, faling into the ſeat of the flamen thereof , had 
q— g-126,Po- .,Þ} the poſſeſſions within twelve Miles emopaſs, containing thiy- 
mw 4. ty two Villages, conferred on him and his Clergy : And the Arch. 
P.cers Chri- Piſhops, Bithops and Clergy of England, in their Iyſtitution of a 
R;anography. Chriftian man, dedicated to Henry the cighth, have cold all the 
oxe ſaith 28. World, It 5s out of all d1ubt , rhat there 15 n9 mntion made, nei- 
chief Prieſts, hy i» the Scriptere, neither in the Writings of axy authentical 
mens: Ats and Doftor, or eAuttor of the Church being within the time of the 
———, p, Apoſtles ; that Chriſt did ever make or inſti tte any diſtinftion 
. 96. or difference to be in the pre»eminence of Power, Order, or Turiſ- 
Fol. 59, 60. diftion between the Apoſtles themſelves , or b tween the Biſkeps 
themſelves ; but that they were all equal in power, authority , 
and juriſdiflion ; and that there is now , and ſince the time of 
th: Apo(tHes, ſuch difference among the Biſhops, it was deviſed by 
the antient Fathers of the primitive Church, for th: con'eryation 
of good order and nuity of the Cathelick, Church; and that ei- 
ther by the conſent and authority , or elſe by the permiſſion and 
ſuffering of the Prince, and civil power for the time ruling, the 
ſaid Fathers conſidering the infinite multitude of Chriſtians ſo 
greatly encreaſcd, taking examples from the Old Teſtamint g houp ht 
:t expedient te. make degrees 0 bay s, axd to limit therr 
ſeveral Diaceſſes, bounds of Fur:ſaiftion and Power : And then, yn 
{9717-1 
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this Form of Government will ſeem tobe more Jewiſh, Papal, 
Paganith, or at beſt poirical and civit , than Apottolical ; the la{t 
of which,the Statures of our Kingdom do declare it ro be, affirm- 
ing that the Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, Arch-deacons, and other Ec- 
cleſiaſtical perſons have no manner of Jartſarttion Eccleſiaſtical , 
but by, under, and from the Kings Koyal Majeſty ; - and Pat:ick, 
Aadam/on , Arch-Biſhop of Saint Andrews in Scotland , Anno 
1591, inhis Recantation at the Synod at Fife, profeſſed fin- 


nititur verbi fundamento : AndI think it had been bur Reaſon 
ſome fatisfaRory anſwer had been given to Gerſom Bucer his 
D:ſſertationes de Gubernation: Eccleſie ; Dideclavins his Altare 
Damaſcenum; Cartwright's Exceptions ; Pazl Bains his Dioceſan 
Tryal, Smeflymnn ; and efpecially Mr. #i.1liam Pryns publick. 
axd poſitive wget, 598 the unbiſhoping of T imorky and Titns , 
which 1 :hink_will be ad Grecas Calendar, before they think ſo 
of an Univerſity had been publiſhed as a ſtumbling Block to the 
peoples ſwearing of the Solemn League and Covenant, when 
thereunto called by Parliamenr. 

Bur ic may be, Sir, I run too faſt ; merhinks their th 5»k /+ of 
Divine Rizht and Apoſtolicale{tabl'ſhmentr,is aſſerted very faint- 
ly; and therefore it 1s reftrained and limited with a» Epiſcopal A- 
riſtocracy , hath a fairer pretenſion , and may lay a juſter title 
and claim to a Divine Inſtitution, than Papal Monarchy, Presby- 
terian Democracy or In at - Yet I muſtſay, fiir pretenſi- 
on, and comparative claims are very weak props againſt Partia- 
mentary Reſfolves, and the rofan Oath, it muſt be plain 
and undeniable Divine Right muſt Rand againſt chem. 

Burt what is that they call Epiſcopal Ariftecracy ; Are nor 
theſe learned men miſtaken in their rerms ? hach nor E»glends- 
piſcopaty been ever deem:d a Monarchy ? and of the ſatte 
kind, but lower degree with Papacy ! How can.ic be conformable 
to theGovernment of the Nation,which theſe very men cell us,is 
AMernn Imperium,an Empire, Monarchy p.1t 2 and eftabliſh chat 
Maxim ,no B:ſhop xo King,ifir bean Ariftocracy!Whoever deem- 
ed Presbytery a Democracy? Ot on whar colourable ground can 
it be ſo deemed ? doth nor chi Form fix rhe Governmenc in the. 


ſemjores and illuftrier pars poywh : The Officers of the Church vt- 


d&ring 


8 


26 Hen 8, cap, 
26.31 Henr, 8. 
Cap. 95 10. 37 
' ___ Hen 8 cap. 17. 
cerely, ex animo, That Biſhops and Miniſters are by the Word of 1. Ed. 6cap.2, 


God equal, and the Hierarchy or Snyeriority of the Biſhys, null» 15>8,Eliz,C.te 
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dering all, and ruling the whole Church, excluding the Congre- 
gation from all Aas of Government: fave 4 ſhewing their juſt 
exception to any Order, Office , or C enſure ? It Presbyrery be a 
Democracy , what-can Ingependency be judged ? 1 find theſe 
learned men by the nicery of this diftinAion , \at « loſs for jts 
name , as well they might, and ſo 1 ſhall leave ic, and ſuppoſe a 
willingne's in the Univerſity of Oxford to aflent ro Door #hij- 
takers Theſis, That Regimen Eccleſia noneft Monarchicum , nee 
Ariſtocraticum, nec Democraticum, ſed Democratica Moyarchic a 
Ariſtecratica ; That the Government of the Church is a Forma? 
Ariſtecracy, qualified with ſomething of Monarchy , which he 
means not tobe the ſuperiority of Prelates, and Democracy ; by 
which is not meant the ruling power of the people ; let but this 
learned DoRor explain fhimſclf, and Mr. Thomas Cartwright ex- 
pound,nay,rranſlate his words ; and we ſhall-find a Governmenc 
which will 1!ya very fair claim untoa Divine Right, S; welimus 
{hriſtum ip wm reſpiſcere, fuit ſemper Eccleſie Regimen Monar- 


-Whitak. oper. chicum ; ſi Eccleſia Preibyteros, qui im Doftrina & Diſciplina [n= 


Tom. 2. de as partes agebant Ariſtocraticu nn; ſi totum corpus Eccleſia qua= 


"Rom. Pont. renus in Eleftione Ep:i/coporum & Presbjterorum n ſuſfragi P fere- 


Quelt- 12. de pary ita ramen wt euregia , ſemper Presbyteris ſervatur Demo. 
clef” Cart= Craticum; which ( ar:wright thus renders , The Church « g0- 
writhts firſt verned with that kind of Government, the Philoſophers have af- 


Reply ro Whi- firmed tobe the beſt ; for in refpelt of C hriſt th: head ( not his 


eaters gift, "Vicar or Supetiority of ſingle Prelates) 5: « a Monarchy ; i» 
Fe Ancients and Paſtours that govern in common ; 
(all the Presbyrery ) with like Authority among themſelves ( not 
a. Superiority over them ) ut #s an Ariſtocracy; and in reipett 
the people are not excladed, but have their intereft ( unto exce- 
ption.) is Church-matters, ut #6 4 Democracy : If then theſe men 
will take down the towring power of Prelates , and turn their 
Magiſterial Throne into.a Miniſterial Chair ; and bring into the 
Cathedral Council ofDeans and Chapters,all che Presbyters,and 
ler theſe lofty perſons Rand amongſt their Fellows, rill by com- 
mon conſent,for common orderone of them be ſer in the Chair- 
co gather $ are the Aſſembly,declare their ſentence, 
nd ſee to the execution of their Decrees, and ſummon them ro- 
gether ,- they ſhall conflicurea Governmenc, which 7 rþ;nk will 
pot paly fairly pretend unto, bur plaiply appear to have - = 
o/i6 
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ftal ical Inſtitution and Eſtabliſhment ; and there are very many 
boch ancient and moderne Authors of my opinion ; and then 
we need no more diſpute the matter of extirpation of Prelacy ; 
for in this-fenſe the Covenant will rathereſtabliſh ic. 

Their think, ſo of Divine Right turns into an aſwraxce of 
univerſal unimerrupted ſucceſſion of this Form of Government in 
all Kingdoms that have teen called Chriſtian , fur fifteen hundred 
years 1ogether, without any conſiderable oppoſition, ſave that of 
Aerius, which ſþr ang from diſcontent, and gain'd him the r. puta- 
tion of an Heretick, 

This is,Sir, the old, only, and uſual guard of Prelacy ; I will 


ob 


not deny Antiquity its due Reverence, though I put not on it, The Antiquity 
nor conſent unto it an author'ty equal with, or as the Papiſts I- of Eng1unds 
dolize it, abovethe Scriptures. I confeſs in matters of Fa&, ir Pr<lacy ob: 


may give a clearer convi&tion, than dire&ion, and aſſert things '®* 


paſt done , rather than that they ſhould be done and- conti- 
nue. 
It is well ff their certain aſſurance in matter of Fact, be a- 
ny better bottomed, than their think ſo, in | nr of Divine 
Righe, I know not what might be their #»doxbted reſt imony 
of ancient Records, and later Hiſtories, for they mention none ; 
and therein their faith muſt beunto themſelves ; but by ſuch An- 
cient or Modern Hiſtories asT have obſerved,ir is very difficult to 
find this Form of Government ( which muſt relate unto chat to 
be exti:pated by the Covenant, orelfſe iris vain) to have been ei- 
ther wnverſal, or wmnterrupted in all Kingdoms that have been 
called Chriſtian, for half fifreen hundred years ; fot if they ac- 
count backward from the time of their writing, they will find a 
violent interruption,and indeed extirpation of this Formof Go- 
vernment by Chr. ſtian the King of Denmark, in the year 1537. 
as contrary to Chriſt his Inſtitution ; and then they will loſe more 
then one of their fifreen hundred years without interruption, and 
that in a Kingdoms called Chriſtian ; and this Sir was toſenſe , 
whateverit was'to reaſon, 4 more c :/iderable oppoſition thay that 
of Aerizs 5 notto mention the izrerruptions and extirpation in 
Scotland ; which I preſuifſe may bero then of li:tle weight, that 
e in th-ir eye ſcarce appearing Chriſtian, 
And ifthey will account forward, from the Nativity of our 
Lord, aheir fifteen hundred years of unrover{al, uninterrupted, £- 
N piſcopal 
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p1ſcopal Governmen! by eArch-biſhops, Biſhops, D:@ns, D:ans and 

Chapters, will riſe very heavily; for lex 1t b2 conſidered, that the 

diviſion and diſtribution of Churches into Pariſhes and Dioceſ= 

ſes, came not imothe world for mote than two huncred and ſixty 

Polid.Virg. In- Years 3 and untill thattime, ſmall Towns and Villages had their 
vent, 1, 4: c. 9+ Biſhops, and all Biſhops were before and after that choſen by che 
!e, rot by their Princes ; and ſo long there could 

| >a Cw Metropolitan, eArchiepiſcopa! feat, nor Ca- 
Archiepiſcopt vero 'u _ thedral Epiſcopal Dioceſs, And will they. give a1 Iriſh. 
_ 27 —_ niſtog man leave tortell them, that Saint Patrick leur into 
conſecrabant don"cFohann:s Ireland by Elemth rius , more than two hundred years 
P npjris Romane ſedis le- after Chriit, did conſecrate as many Biſhops, as be did 
gatus ad venir, Hic g.Pallis conſtieute Churches inthat Kingdom,three hundred and 
In uberniam portavite 8 foxty five of each ? and that fron his-time, to the 
coming in of: Fohannes Papriv, the Popes Legarte , 

Girald. Cambr, Topograph, Awns 1152. there were no Arch-biſhopricks in that 
Hibey, diſtin. 3. cap. 17. Kingdom, and yer it was called Chriftlan ; and ifthe 
. Vid. The Religion profſ- inflance may not offend them, 1 would mind then , 
ſed by the Ancient Iriſh in thar Biſhop #ſter,, the late Primace of Armagh , in 
bs S:- Chris. bis Treatiſe , De-Primordics Eccleſiarunm. Br.tamnica- 
pher Sipthorpe, Knight, pag: 749, Pag. $oo. doth affirm out of Jehr Afa;or, D: 
5. - + Geftas Scvtorum, That 1n ancient times , th: Scots 
| w.re mitruthked m the Chriſtian Faith by the Prieſts 
 . - and Minks, and bad no Biſhops, before the coming of 

Palladius, into their Conntrey; - and after tha: Palladius made 
Biſhops, they had no D.oceſs, untill Malcolme, th: third King of 

Scotland ; but every Biſhip did exerciſe his Eniſcopal Funttion 

wherever he came 5 who citeth alſo John Fordon, Scotichronicon. 

hib, 3.cap.'8, on the Tame -account ; ſo that then we ſhall nor 

findch's Form of Government by Dioceſan Biſhops , Cathedral 

Chmrches, and by Arch-biſhops, to have been received in ſome 
Kingdoms half fifreen hundredyears; and what then becomes 

Of the aflurance of theſe learned men ? SE 

Moreover, though the oppoſition of eAeriu ſeem in their 

eye 1nanconſiderable meyer ic 1s ſuch as ſtated a principle, which 

being once admittee ( as it carnot be denyed ) and obtained but. 
liberty to be improvedto thedire&ion of the'Governmenv to be - 
praiſed witllubvert | 7 and Jugs down the ſuperiotj- - 

cy of Archdiſhops, Bilbop, Deans, andthe like ; for if atl 2 


mers : 
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wiſters, Presbyters and Biſhops be of the ſam: order , «ffice and 
authority ; we cannot but infer, #hoare ye that advarc: yoar 
ſelves inthe houſe of Go.l , and Lord it over your Brethren , and '" 
Gods beritage ? and natwithiianding that this principle be cloud- f 
ed by the occafion on which ic was civulged by him, th: mans di,- | 
content ; We mult ſay that Diſcontent us a better Dittator than ; 
Tudge ; and God knoweth how to make mens gtudges grind ont | 
the knowledge of his truth , mind and wi!l ; I hope ic will be 
deemed but a poor defence of the Popes Supreamacy in E-g/and, 
co ſay that King Henry the eighth in a diſcontented humour did 
calt 1t off, and was for itexcommunicared ; and here the Reaſon 
is the ſame;a great noiſe is made,and advantage taken,that Aer:- 
uw was reputed an Heretick,, for affirming the parity of Precby- 
ters with Biſhops ; and yec Sir, it would be well noted by whom, 
and by what authority he was branded as an Heretick ; it was nor (| 
by any Council, or Primitive Fathers ; I only man, Ep:- FW 
phanius, though to be Reverenced in the Church ; yet by this ad- 4 
minigers little cauſe of regard : I chink many in Oxford will be il 
loth to have Arminian notions ( more oppoſite to the grace of ; 
God, than Aerius notions to good —_ publickly dimned as « 
Hereſie, which yet were a—_ by the Synod of Dort ; and ; 
though that were not a general Council, it wins more Authoriey 
thanche ceniure of Ep:phaniws ; Saine Auguſtine therefore re- 
peating the opinion of Arrins, as recited by Epiphanirs , doth 
more modeſily denotninate ic Proprium Dogma; and others re- Auguſt.de here: 
peating the Hereſies of Aerie, make no mention of this among {bus cap. $3 
them ; nor indeed wasthere Reaſon, if in th: Council of Trexe, 
Michael of Medina were deſervedly chidden, for ſaying, Hirroms 
and Auſt mn fell into the Hereſie of eAcrius , and affirmed uhe de- Hiſtory of the 
ree of a Biſhop, was no greater than the degree of a Prieft : 1 > eng of 
| Bout that is not Hereſie in Aerios , which 18 Orthodox in An- Pe 597. 
ſtin, Jerom, and others ; truly SicI chink the ingenuity of the * Colle&eq by 
Maſters and Scholars of Oxford, might have led rhem to haye Mr. #illiam 
conlidered, and indeed publicklycontradited , * the Caralogue _ as an 
of teſtimonies in all Ages, evidencing Biſhops and Prexbyters ty be |, ** jr Yo 
one equal, and the ſane in Furiſdiftion, Dig , Order and De- ing Timothy 
gree, whereby in five ſeveral ſquadrons, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and Tirus, 
lgnatins, Policargus,, Anacletus, Tuſtin Martyr, and many of the 
ancicat Fathers, Peter Ws 7 Gratian, Hnge ( ardinalic,and 
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The Foſtning of St, Peters Fettess, 
many othec Canoniſts and Schoolmen ; the Waldenſes, Alphor- 


ſus, Caſtro, Gerſoms Bucer , and a multicude of Forraign Di- 


vines and Churches ; our own, Scdulus, Anſelme, Beda, Occham, 


. Ewmlk,, Fuel, Reynolds, Whitaker, and almoſt who: nor, in every 


place and age, are produced,as thinking the ſame rhing, which in 


Oo 


- A-riu« is called Hereſie; for certainly ſo general a conſent to a 
- concluſion ſo weighty, is a v:ry conſider ible oppoſition direQty re- 
- pugnant to their confidence of an wmverſal wninterrupred ex= 


erciſe of this Form of Government ; for row had Eriphanins more 


. warrantably,and on better grounds called this a» Hereſie,T {hould 


not much regard it ; nor will their affurance of this Argument 


. avail, to eſtabliſh.chis kind of Pre/acy,_ or to anticipate the pro- 
' miſe ox Oath of a due endeavonr to extirpate it. 


We ſee, Sir, there is nothing of weight-in the Government, 
eicher on the ſuppoſed Apoſtolical Inſtitution,or ancient univerſal 
uninterrupted pratlice, that could bar from taking, much leiſe 
bind unto-the breaking of this ſecond. Article of the Solemy 
| Leagne and Covenant ; let us-conſider what is in the Gate of the 
Church of E»glard, which may bind the perperuation of this 


Oxford fourth Government, or be of force to bar the extirparion thereof ; and 


EXceprtion to 
the ſecond Ar* 
ticle of the 


Covenanr, 


that.in their fourth exception to this Article, wherein they- rell 
»-US3 

"fa hh 2p of the Church of Enzland, they cam ſwear ts 
extirpate this Government , for three Reaſons, 


' t. The Inconveniences which attend: all' change in Go- 
vernment ; and in this is like to be great, it being deeply rooted 
;n the Laws, and of ſtrong influence on the Civil State, 

2. Repugnant to the Declaration of the Commons-in Par- 
lament, 

3. Anda ftriking at the foundation of this Famons Church 
ef England. 


Unto all which I cannot but briefly ſay, Thar the two firſt 
ſeem in my thoughts very little ro reſpe& the (harch , for the 
alteratios which might enſue in the- Civil. State, might conſiſt 
with, and conduce untothe being, and well-being of the Church; 
and the declared purpoſes of the Houſe of. Commons might 
£ortradifted Without any great refle&ion on the Church. 

2. Jealous 


The Faſtning of St, Peters Fetters, 

2. Pealouſies of inconvenient effeftts , muſt not intercept 4 
duty; TheſeeffeRts may be accidental, the duty poſitive, and it 
is the prudence of Legiſlators to fore-ſee, and prepare againſt 
ſuch jncoveniences, as may happen on the alteration of Lawes , 
and Forms of Government ; I queſtion how farthe care thereof 
lieth on private perſons or ſocieties; And if thefe jealouſies were 
of weight for continuation of Epiſcopacy now , why nor at the 
deſtruction of Monaſteries and Abbies, and excluſion of the Popes 
Supremacy? ( which,was the root , to which Prelacy is bur a 
Branch fince continuzd ) in conjunRion with, and influence on 
the Civil State, by Magnal harra. , - the grant of the glorious 
King Saint Edwsrd , and moſt of the ancient Lawes from 
which- this Government doth at. this day draw its ſap and 
ſtrength. 

3. TheDeliration of Parliament ple:ded as a Bar to this 
extirpation, doth offer Reaſons for its alterations,which1 think 
are of weight; (viz.) its ſtrenuous ſtudy and endeavour to ef- 
fet a conjunttion between Papiſts and Proteſtants , in Defrine , 
Diſcipline and Worſvip, being before agreed in judgement: its Ty- 
rannical impoſing a Liturgy in Scotland , nd enforcing it after 
an happy pacification. by his late Serene Majeſty, with the Bellwm 
Epiſcopale , its. violence and crueky to Religion, and Religious 
men, inthe Star Chamber , and High Commiſſiou Courts, and 
what themſelyes obſerve, its influence on the Civil State ,. which 
made this Prelacy odious in all Apes, and was a very likely provo - 
cation to its extirpationin England, asin Denmark., and if they 
wall but pleaſe to conſider , that finful ſuperiority over the Mir 
—_— the <a wy which is the avima animans, very form of 
it , and cannot be capable of any remedy, but by its ruine, all 
which having been publiſhed: in print ,, by many Petitions to , 
Speeches in, and Declarations from the Parliament, might have 
offered Reaſons for the extirpation. to counterpoiſe, nay , weigh 

own all. feared inconveniences which might ariſe, had theſe 
learned men pleaſed to have obſerved them , ſo that if the Houſe 
of Commons did any way declare. the continuance of it ,-.it was 
from their indulgence and willingneſs by all fair means,if poſſible, 
_ it , rather than any. merit of the. Governmenc 

IT1CH, 
.4- But the ſuppoſed repugnancy'of this branch of the Co... 


' venant, . 
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he Fgſtriing of $4. Peters Fetters, 
yenant, untd the "Declaration of the Howfe of Commons, is not to 
meſo viſible; theſe Gentlemen refer usunto the Remonſtrance of 
December the fifth, 164.1. and tell us, That rhe Howe of Commune 
Remonſtrated , that it was far from their purpoſe or deſire , to 
abolit the Church-government , but rather that all the Members 
of the Church of England ſhould be + gs by ſuch . Rmles « 
Order and Diſcipline, as are eſtabliſhed: by Parliament : Whi 
. words, by the variation of the charaRer I imagined, to be the 
words of the Remonſtrance, but on ſearch, and ſecond re:ding 
of the Remonftrance, I find no fuch ſentence in the ame; ſome 
pay - =_ _ in nr rag _ , themſelyes have 
cranſcribedin the Margin, and it is this, 7bey mmfuſe into the 
ple, that we meas to aboliſh all "herd dec which Vext 
will not-juſtifie or allow their inference , for it proclaims not the 
Parliaments purpoſe, but Malignants policy ; not that it was far 
from their Jour or defire to extirpate this kind of Govern- 
ment; but that rhe-malice of th ir enemies did intuſe would 
aboliſh all Government : Surely Sir, prejudice was very prevalent 
in theſe learned men of Oxford, which made them read inſtead 
of a complaint of grievance, 4 Declaration of purpoſe; and from 
.the complaints of a general charge , to intend to abok/b alt Go- 
ernment, © infer a purpoſe of preſervation of this ſpecifical 
Government, as if all Government were includedin it; had 
pleaſed to have read the whole ſentence, they wonld have ſeen © 
that the words were much more general , «boliſh all Government, 
and leave every man to his own fancy, for the ſervice and wor- 
ſhip of God, which they might not do, and yer extirpate the Pre- 
Lacy, and late Epiſcopal Government of Z xg/an4, no marvel 
that this miſtake makes them imagine, and inſertinto the Reaſon, 
.« rather that all the Members ſhonld be oetufanatte, which 
defire is not therein expreſſed, but only a profeffion of their know- 
1 T hat His Majeſty was under God entrufted with the Ec- 
cle aſtical Law, to regulate all the Members of [4 he Charc h of 
and by ſuch Rules of Order and Diſcipline, as are eſtabliſhed 
by Parliament : T think Str, a profeſſion of his Majeſties Preroga- - 
r5ve, is vaſtly different from « Parliamentary proportioning of 
the Prelates "gs apr and the Kings Sapremacy may be 


d, when the, Biſzops- are degraded, and ſet among 
their Peers: And now Sir, this a. the 
ovenan- 


The Faſtening of St. Peters Fetters, 


Covenanted extirpation, and Parſiaments purpoſe of perpetuati- 
on, appexreth a think;/o,, of like nature- with the Apoſtolical 
Inſtitution of this Epiſcopacy ; and it would be enquired whether 
it be more malignity to ſuggeſt ro the people a pwrpoſe in the 
Parliament by them never declared, and ſo make them obnoxi- 
ousto the ch of [elf-contradition, or infuſe into the people 
the verity and plainneſs of their meaning, not' to aboli/h all Go- 
wernment, but toextirpate this kind, which through the whole 
Remonſtrance they had declared to be fo oppreſſive and dange- 
rous; if they will evade the infla»ce, compaſs and danger Of 
the fourth Article of this Coyenant 5» the firſt caſe, I direle- 
cure them ſrom it inreference to the ſecond. | 

5. Butthe mainthing which concerneth the Church of 
England, is her foundation ; which if it be removed, What ſhall 
the Righteors do ? And theſe ſerjous- Cxſuiſts do tell us, Thar the 
holy Church of England was founded in the Fang of Prelacy , 
within the Realm 0 _ and they provedit by the Law, 

u 


( for Goſpel without doubt they had noneto prove it, thatlaying 


the Prophets and Apoſtles for the foundation, -and Chriſt ( an ene- 
my to Prelacy:) the corner ftome ) and in their Margin they cite 
the Statute of Carlite, 25. EA. 1. Recited 2y. E4'3.0n-which 
they profeſs, They dare wot by extirpation of 'Preldoy , forike at 
_ foundation of the Church, which they are bound to »p- 

{a. | | 


Government of Eg. 
{4d be a fandzmental point'of Religion , the very eſſe of 


ms Ros may not Seor{ynd make her Govertmnent 4 note of | 


#he eſt b&j3, &+- Jt" we emer! deny: the 
*declarin 


The Faſtning of $1, Peters Fer, 
and common .Halls, than. -the — Sing houſe. 
Two things are to be explained. What they mean by holy 
"Chanch ? = what forndation this is, to which the Statutes 
relate? .- : 
Theſe learned men wel know, that by holy Chxrch, inthe 
acceptationofthat Age, and of thoſe very 47s, the Statute of 
Edward the firſt at C.rli/e, and the Statute of Edward the third , 
. was meafit the Pompous, Popiſh Eccleſiaſtical State, whereof Ab- 
bies and Priories were n0'ſmall Members, asin Magna Charta, 
and-other Grams of Kings, which had chen ſuch influence on 
the Civil State, as that no A of Parhametrit could bind , or be 
deemed valid, without the ratifying cenſure of holy Charch , 
whoſe manner was-by her authority, to curſe all chat ſhould not 
keep ſuch [.awes as were agreed, I wiſh the Maſtersand Scholars 
would ſpeak out,and tell us, whether they think they are bound to 
uphold this .hg/y Church? or that the Church of Chriſt may not, 
yea, do-not fUbſiſt in Z»g/and, now holy Church is driven out, 
the.Church fimply Chriſtian, is very different trom the powpoxs 
popiſe, holy Church. © | 
. Again Sir, the foundation mentioned in theſe.Statutes., is 
Foxe, his As ſucable-1o the Fabrick, hety Charches; viz, the temporal en- 
and Monz= dowments whereby ſhe was made fo { es "any . the Langs, M an- 
ments, P. 2? ors, and large Revenxes given by the King, or Nobles of the 
Land, as the queſtion occaſioning the ſame, doth plainly evidence, 
which ws, Whether the exatons of the Srft foodie of 'Charches 
and Abies, und. wil Bengfices.in England, and the profit of vacun- 
cies by Pope.Clement, were juſt? and vs the very words and ſcope 
of the Starure of 25. Edward 3d. dech plainly, declare ; providing 
for the advouſance, and diſpoſal. of all Benefices, and the* profits 
thereof, in manner ,as the f onnders, thatis, firſt donor's had eſta. 
bliſhed ;1and.fo haPrelacy: iy which it, as founded, is an, 7r- 
"dependency a5; t9r Rome , anda; fole, Power. an Procogative which 
Pnglent had free, and within her ſelf; jn-reſpe& of which ,' ih 
the yery words of the Statutes chemſelyes, iris ſaid, The Biſhopof 
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Rome -4/urping 4h, Seigmores: of ſuch -Poſſeſſions. and Benefices , 
dath give and grant the_ſame to Aljens, which did not , an Car- 
myalo x34 a 5 9735 in, Bngland.;i as if he had. bien 
Patron ox, Atv ove of the ſaid; Bevehicerg 1g he Mas, not of right 
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The Fatnint* of $3, Peters Filters] p3 
After the Law of England , ſo that this Prelacy is, oy Politi- 
cal, and the foundation more profitable chan pious, could thefe 
learned men beſo abſurd, as to mzke the yery beingof the Church 
roftand on ſuch;a foundation ? were there not Churches of Chrift 
before Patrons, Poſſeſſions 2nd Preſenrarions ? 'and may they nor 
be when theſe large endowments are t:ken away from rhe pl:ces 
to wich they are affixed? This Prelacy will. determine the 
Church of England by the fall of Monalteries to hve been 
ſhaken in the foundation ; and by vertue of this Political Prela- 
cy , the Kings of England have given the poſſeſſions of Biſhop- 
11cks to their Chancellours, Treaſurers, Secretaries, Kinſmen, 
meer Lay-perſons for increaſe of their means , and have kept the pryus Cara- 
Epiſcopal and Archiepiſcopal Seas void, for 2,3,4,5, 6, 7, 10, 15, logue of Teſti- 
20, and ſometimes 3. years together, by what loadſione do theſe monies for the 
learned menthink the hot) Church did ſubſiſt, when her Prelates Parity of - >| 
her foundation in their ſenſe was wanting ? or can they make us - vaypereet 
believe Denmark, or Scotland have loſt, or the Reformed Churches wy” 
neyer had the being of a Church of Chriſt, becauſe they neyer 
had or haveexpelled their Epiſcopal Prelacy ? Eccleſiaſtical pre. 
lacy £ like the Perre and Repes, as in thetimeofKing Henery 
the third ) have ever heen ſuch "ſwelling foundarions to the 
Church, andin the Srate , chat they have conſtrained the Kings 
and Parliament of England; as of all other Nations, inall Apes, 
to exerciſe an high Prelacy over them by rift Laws and ſevere 
exattions to keep them within their bounds ; anda laſt ro Cove. 
nant the extirpation hereof, wherein the Oxford Reaſons wauld 
make us believe, we mee {ae oranges 1 on: bur 
deſtroythe very Charch , it we have not. witenoughto ſee how - 
would cofen us by the Law of man, inftead of the Law of 
God, and a falſe gloſs on fait words. 
yay ſolittle weight in what isurged from the Go 
vernment by Epiſcopacy, ofthe eftate of the Choybof Bika p 
we ſhall not expe& much in what is incumbent upon themſelves 
againſt their Covenanting to endeavonr to extirpare this kind of 
Government , yet that licrle we fhall conſider, and it relaces un- 
to their perſonal. capacities in their third exception,or more publick 
Obigationsin their fifth exception. | 
Inreference to their perfonal caprcities, they fay, They are 
wot ſatisfied how it can ftand with "ow , ingenuity or hamaxi- 
, 


a — 
= 


Ee. Aa 


SL ——=" _ 
— = ——_—_— —  —_ — _ 


—— —_ _ _— — — 
— ———c 


94 
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Oxford Rea- ty, to require the extirpation of this Government , wnleſs it had 


ſons third) ex been proved unlaveful, 


whagSir, if it had been proved inexpedient? 


ceprion againſt ; gvould have been conſiſtent with. Saint Pais Fuftice, Humani 


extirpation of 


Prelacy. 


and Ingenuity ; for to him, Allchings might be lawfs/, buc were 
not expedient, was a Rule; but cheir Reaſons mtghr reſtrain theſe 
learned men, and they are five in number, 


1. They bad by ſubſcribing the 39. Articles teſtified their 
approbation of th#t government. h 
2. Received orders from their hands. 
3. Petitioned the continuance thereof. 
4. Htld their Livelyhood under ſuch titles, andin the exer. 
Ciſe of that Government ,or ſome part thereof. 
5. Had ſworn as Members of ſuch ſocieties to preſerve the 
immunities, liberties and profits of the ſame. 


Vnco all which ſhall fay very briefly : 


1 It is worth their enquity, whether they ſubſcribed the 
39. Articles judiciouſly and judicial, and io gave their approb3- 
tion to this Government; we grant, that in the 39. Articles cam- 
monly publiſhed, there's one ( viz. ) the 36. which relatech' to 
the Book, of Conſecration of Biſhops ad Arch-biſbops, &c, But 
that it affirmerh that Book to contain in it nothing contrary to the 
#4 Ged, I findnot, in either the Latine or Engliſh Co 
icleswhich1 have ſeen;; theſe learned men fare rea 


E> y Articles with the Parliaments 'Remonſtrance before men- 


tioned,and fo miſread them-both, bur ſuppoſe the Article had fo 
«firmed, 'it had laid no bar to the alteration, or extirpation of this 
Government , for it might be ( asindeedall our Stattues do ſug- 
geſt ) a meer Political, Civil conſtitution, and fo ( though an 
eAdiaphoron ) not contrary any more-than conſonant to the Word 
of God, andalterable at the pleaſure of Eng/ands Parliaments :; 
and then Sir with whatever judgment theſe ere ſubſcribed 


this Article, I am ſure there is not much in pleadingit as a Bar to 

the'duty enjoyned by Parliament. + 

 _  YetI muſt confeſs I am not fatis' ed that the Books of or 

gering Pricyſs and Deacens, and Conſerration of. Bilbops and eArch- 

$i/hops,did. contain in them nothing contrary to the Word of ads 
| or 


The Foſtning of St, Peters Fetters, 


forT not believe, nor 5s it evident to me by Holy Scripture, or 
ancient Authors, that from the © Apoſtles times there hath bees 
theſe orders' of Miniſters in Chriſts Church, Biſbops, Priefts and 
Deacons; for I find no Prieſts in the new Teſtament; and con- 
ceive Presbyters and B 
nations of the ſame order; and make not different orders any 
more than Paſtours, Te-chers, Stewards, Anpels, Stars, and the 
like; and if there were theſe orders, yet itisI think contrary to 
the Word of God, to add a fourth, Arch-bif2ps, and if they be 
not an order, how come they to have the fame conſecration with 
Biſhops ( a contended for order of the Miniſtry ) and how come 
Biſhops to ſwear unto them obedience? neither the one, nor the 
other is common to a gradual preheyvinence; the Speaker of the 
Parliament, or Lofd Chief Juſtice, hath no fuch like Solem- 
nity. | | | 
: I queſtion whether the word will allow an Ordination #9 
ſome part of the Miniſtry , and give Authority to apply one Sacra- 
ment or Seal of the Covenant, and not the other, nor am I clear 
the Deacons Office doth at all conſiſt in Miniſtry of Word 'and 
Baptiſm, and-afſiſtance arthe Communion, the Scriprure ſpecially, 
points them to the poor, and to ſerve Tables, ee 


= 


1 queſtion whether mute'ſervice in « publick, ſolemn "Aſ- 


ſembly be - not contrary to the Word of God, where all ; as well 
prayer 8s preaching ought to tend ro Edification, ' © © - 
[queſtion whether a Magiſterial and Authortrative* giving 
the HelyGboſt ( peculiar to: Chriſt, who did it in reality ) $e'nor 
contrary tothe Word of God ?' or accordingtothe words of the 
Article, Superſtitions and ungodly. 
And whether Miniſters ſwearing Caronical obedience to the 
Biſhop, or Biſhops to the Arch-b;/bops,be nor plainly Papal and 


ly? -- -- | Ss, 

if theſe lexwrned menconſidered , and were convinced of the, 
conſonancy of theſe, and the like things with the Word, I hope 
they — this Article judiciouſly * yet I muſtenquire how 
judicially> TI imagine the Satute of Queen Zlizabeth will nos 
be produced as their warrant for ſubſcription to this Article; for 


;/bops to be no more than different denomi-- 


9 


the Avricles thereby enjoyned, 2s only concern the confeſſion of ; 3.Eliz. 12, 


the true Chriſtian Faith, and Doftrine of the Sacraments , and 
this particle on/y; is excluſive to Diſcipline and Government, which 
O2 by 


Fe Faſning « Si; Peters Feiters; 
by.che whole curzenc gf oucLaws are concluded co be Political in 
wn ohly clehaltical naciave ab,e{ti,& ar the pleaſure, 
wherefore: could not. be made an Article of 
C41 wth; 1 bope fach asJeavethis Accicle out of 
Rr be hutouc, ofthe Chriktian Church. 
Now.gr, were there any force in (his exception to the Co 
venant, I vopldiadviſe thas ſubſcription to be taken into. ſecond 
dell bd Ic 15 as  pondszous as the next. | 


wh hen racemied, Ordurs From their hands, ;: 4ud ſhould ill. r6+ 
gue thee for laying their hands on. them, rolay toth-1r hands 
19.y0ot theme up, and cannat cel for what. 


*: bat they. hould ror Phew #p who had laid their hands 
01 theys, was not required.; they might continue Men, Miniſters; . 
ic Th lik better Chriſtions,. and more painfnl Preachers , when 
they were.not Biſhops ; L hope Prodarts and: Prclacy were not 
jr mis that the one. mult be ruined m the removal ofthe 
r ;..and gut. my, « - thething, not perſong in which 


hey. could. do them ; who. bad they 
The Annals reaped pron of Richard Hawver mg Arch-bijl op 


of Ireland in . of *,Thata Monger, - heavier than the whole 
"a wb food eminen y aloft upon his breaſt, from the weigh 
£45169; | whereof he choke racer to co pr dwfreccd hens a4 _ 
© All che goods Wo nhe wa thought this . 

yas nochipg but che Bihoprick of Daub/ », and ſo forchwath -re-- 
Fan -9457-4 Or had they.cnjoyed the Spirit of eAnoning,C-. 

| hiked Archebiſhop of F lorence, © who refuſed (on fear of hazard- 
« ing his ſalvation )to acceptit ; aud when.thundreg into. it by 
7: che counſel of eo pnyes wen of the MagiRrates, and the 


— Oach and Horſes, and kept his uſual method of 


* favour to thruſt him I his Biſhoprick, wherain he continu» . 
"ed Ms uv very ret. They would acknowledge Find- 
anole; yerwere - upkindneſs, theſe Gen- 


their comtinuence able .to withſtand the pleaſure of. 


end. 5, 


— —_— 


Wer tg Bull, kept only eight perſons, no (tately furninure in - 
© 
« deyatian in his Family, ſaying, They ſhou!d do hin « ſpecial 


rr Lapwaatet m——— . ratuude; they-bave petitioned - 
their Guperions, « on W de pleator their whole epjoyments did-: 


almoſt faid Papacy. 
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dzpend; nor had they been without Parallel ( if not a plea of 


Juſtice) © For the Arch-Biſhops, and Biſhops of England ( Ro 
* cheſter excepted ), inthe time of {7 he eighth ,. had vo- 
© luntarily ( without che command of the King or Parliament JFoxe his As 
* {wornto root up the Pope ( the Apex of this Epiſcopacy ) fromand Monu- 
whom they had received their Palls, Properties , Power, I badrcoent —_ 
Their chicd Reaſon I paſs as an expreſſion of their affeQion , 
only wiſhing it may have its dependance on right Reaſon ;, yer. 
confeſs petitioning isevery mans liberty. 
And for the fourth and fifth. 


T hat they held their livelyhoods by ſuth titles, and Were 
ſmorn ta preſerve the immunities , liberties., and profits of the 


ſame. 


I only ſay they beld them at the pleaſure of the Parliament , 
whoſe power is over the enjoyments of all perſons , and publick . 
(much more parcicular)ſocicries,againſt whoſe Laws,no Domeſtick 
Laws or Oaths could bind ; and ſoheir plex in this, 1mounts to no 
more than what might be {aid for the Afonafteries and Abbies, 
(. which I preſame they will not ſay were wickedly demoliſhed ) 
nnleſs chey prove Arch-biſdips, Biſaps, Deans, Deans and Chap- 
ters, to be built on a better foundation, which I would not adviſe 
them to ſeek inthe Statute: of Car/i/e, repeated.in the 25. Ew. 


34. n which they are conjoyned. 
Their fifth exception is, | 
In refeft of their Obligation by Oath and Dwuty' to the Orford Reas 
King, and therein: their diſſatisfattion doth ariſe from the ſons, fifth Ex- 
Oath of Supremacy , o__ b» the 
CamaienOad, the Corennar. 


The benefit this Government brings unto the Kings Hononr and 


e 


Aer ab [cncſe of this Government to the Civil Conſtitution of 


ingdom. . 
That hh [ner briey doth acknowledge the Ki 

t the Oath'of Supremacy doth acknow ngto 
be the.0nly Supreme Governonr in al Eccleſtaftical Cauſes, and 


over 
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over all Eccleſaſtical perſons; and that by th: 'Oath of Supre« 
macy, andthe or ge of the fifth of May, they and Ly 
bond to maintain the Kings Honour and Eſtate, and Puriſdiftion, 
we freely grant , butin ſwearing ro endeavonr the extirpation of 
this Government by Arch-biſhops, Biſh:ps, &c. Iſcenotthedan. 
cer of diſloyalty or injury to the King, or double prrjery to onr 
ſelves, or contradittion to the Parliaments declared and: profeſſed 
knowledge, that the King is evrafſeg with the Ecclefiaftical Laws 
as well as Temporal, and therefore wiſh the nature of the Kings 


Supremacy may be well conſidered, 
That the King is Supreme Head and Governour of the Sub- 


. jects, diſtributively or particularly conſidered, no ſober man will 


deny ; or that he is che Supream and 7 opmoZt. Branch and Apex 
of all that Honour, Power and Amthority, with which the Col. 
leRive Body of the Nation, thethree Eſtates in Parliament Aſ- 
ſembled (inreſpe& of whichthe Lords and Commons, Merhd- 
diet MajeFtatis canſa, apply chemſelyes unto Him under the Title 
of Oar Soveraign Lord ) noRegular mar will deny; and that 
he is Supreme in all Exhibition .and adminiſtration of Fuſtice . 
ſo that the Judges are by and from Him, andin His Name and 
Authority, and fo all Submiſſion, Honourand Acquieſceney in 
Judicial Proceedings is to Him, no good Statiſt or Ciyilian will 
deny, and thatHe is Supream Head and Governour x things 
Spiritual and E cclefraſtical ( Ratione ob jetti, Or circa E celeſiam ) 
the Executive Adminiſtration about , not in the Church , within 
His Dominions, in oppoſition to- all Papal and Forraign Power, 
no Free-born Subje&, Good Chriſtian, or Proteſtant will deny , 
but that Heis /o S»prearn, as to have in Himſelf /ole Legi/lation to 
the Charchin things Palitical, but belonging to the Church , ſuch 
as is the publick National profeſſion of Chriſtian Faith, in ſuch a 
Form and Method of Articles; ſucha National wniform nd 
publick method and order of worſhip, and ſuch a National Di- 
ſ[cipline and Government of all the Churches within His \Realm , 
ſo as that the People in Parliament Aſſembled, may not 
conſulr, conclude concerning them ; and /edente P ar/ia ih , 
put in execution by preſent /#perſedeas of formec Acts, -and by | 
preſent Votes and Orders of Reitriftionand Regulation, as /in 
other Affairs of the Nation, I think no Loyal Subje&, -Wiſe Po- 
litician, Good Stateſman, 0: True-born Engliſh-man nay > 
rm 
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fiem, for that the Supremacy of the King is affixed by the power 

of Parliament; and inall Writs of Summons they are called to 

conſult the ardent Aﬀairs ofthe Church, no lefsrhan of the Ci- 

vil State ;' and the thirry nine Articles, Form of Common Pray- 

er, and the Goyernment of the Church, lay claim to Acts of Par- 

lament for their Civil Santion , and the Parliament in the Re- 

monſtrance of December, 1641, 0ned and cited by theſe learn. 
. ed men, do declare the King entruſted with the E i + op 

Law, to regulate all the Members of the Church of England by 

ſuch Rules of Order and Diſcipline as are eſtabliſh:d by Parlia- ; 

ment; and the yery Statute enjoyning the Oath of Supre- 

macy , and the Admonition of Queen Elizabeth, in Her 

Injuntions appointed by Statute to be the Expoſition thereof , « Th; ;s t6 
doth oppoſe the King to rhe Pope, and * Forraign power, not to the ſay,under God 
Parliament; and makes Him the executor of all 7#riſdiion , *0 have the So- 
Superiority and Preheminences by any Eccleſiaſtical power or au-\ 15 7 
thority which heretofore hath been , and may be lawfully exerci- ,anner of per- 
ſed; which was always direfted by power of the Parliament of Eng- dead 
land : And I remember the Lord Chief Baron Bridgeman, in hisin her Maje- 
late learned Speech, concerning the Kings Supremacy unto the ics _ 
late condemned Traytorsat the 0/4 Baily, did declare theKing je ha 
to be Supream, that is, beyond the Coercrve power of His ;people , Eſtaxe ſoevers 
but not to haye the Zegsſlative power in His own Breaſt, ſo asto Eccleſiaſt'cal 
Rule at His own Will , andthe known Eſtate of England is to® Tempo.al, 
be Ruled (and the Coronation Oath binds the King accordingly )* 2 £2572'8n 
in all Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Affairs by ſuch Lawes, q#as populus bughr yo 
elegerit, as the people ſhall chooſe , ſo that His Majeſties: Supre.. any ſuperiority 
macy is not denied, when His Prerogatiye am by the Sta- over them. Ad- 
tute of 1 Elizabethe, Ca. 1. is contracted and abridged by — 
the Statute of ( aroli, 17, Or whenthe Parliamentdo ſeegood g..; —_ 
by their Votes, Reſolves, Orders, or impoſed Oaths, to alter or macy, quinto] 
extirpate the Government which the King was empowred to ex. £346. p. ins 
ecuteand adminiſter ; His Supremacy being parely exeextive, and 
that ſubje& to the Legiſlation of Parliament , upon which ac- 
count the Peoples Oath of maintaining the Honour, Eſtate, and 
7 ariſdiftion of the King, may þe voided as to this and that parti- 
cular mode and thing , and yet the Parliament not take xpon them 
to abſol've the People from that obedience they owe nngder God un- 
to the King ; noris the limitationof the exerciſe of Supremacy , 

as 
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a5 to this or that particular, andin this or that Fecies incqnſiſtent 
with,, or deſtructive to the Kings Spremacy rightly under- 
ſtood. | 
And on theſe Confideratiors let it'be obſeryed that the Ki 

Coronation-Oath to gramt, keep, and confirm the Laws, Cuſtomes, 
and Franchiſes granted to theC Ys by the glorious King Saint 
Edward; and preſerve to the Biſhops their Churches all Canonj- 
cal priviledges, &c. which theſe: mendo cite, is limi- 
red unto the Laws of the Land, which the People.in Periimene 
aſſembled ſhall chooſe; according to which-che King is bound ro. 
Rule, for otherwiſe this Coronation Oath will not-only bind the 
perpetuaticn of this Government by Pre/acy,; but alſo to the 
Reſtitution ofthe Abbiesand Monaſteries demoliſhed, and the 
Popes Snpremacy expelled D all which were granted tO the Clergy 
by the glorious King St. Edward. . | þ V3 Fes 

2, Butadmic wethefelearned men the ſenſe they ſeem to 
put upon the Kings Suprem: cy ; methinks the modeſt expreſſions 
ot the Covenant might have anticipated this exception, it only 
binding 'us within owr places anacallings ( which might be by 
hamble.advice and ſupplication to the King, by vertue of His Su- 
pream Authority to effe&: it )' to endeavour rhe -extirpation of 
this Prelacy ;, that is, the Government by Arch-biſhops, Biſhops , 
Deans, Deans undChapters, and thelike ; but ſuch was their af- 
fecion toit, that they cold not +” wh ; nay, they could not bur 
brig of God thet he warld not ſufftr the K + Sa aſſent there- 
to , Which affetion we mult not think to abate, untill their 
judgements be becter inform'd. 

3. Asto the benefir Which did redownd to the Crown by 

the Collation of Biſhopricks and Deanaries , by their firft fruits, 
and yearly tenths, and profits in vacancies, though ſome queſtion 
the Kings propriety, notin reſpeQ of the Law of the Land, bur 
ofthe Law of God, Ihall not infiſt on that, only ſay, That the 
conſtant enjoyment of the full poſſeſſions of them, will make' a 
wuch greater revenue, and maintain tothe King x greater Ho. 
our and Eſtate, than the fir ft fruits , tenths and profits of vacan- 
cies,alrhough ſuch vacancies as the Kings of England haye by ver. 
cue of this Argument continued uw ny ns » TO, IF, 20.0r 
' ſometimes thirty years together, taking ts to themſelves, 
or beſtowing them on their attendants; and undoubtedly there is 


the 
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the ſame capagity to extarpate the mhole Goyernment, as ſome 
Epiſcopal Seas ; and to enlarge the Reyenues of che Crown by 
the Ryverſivn of all the profits of the Goverument , and the abo- 
liſhment thereof, as to continue (> long vacancies; moreover, 
I would deſire coknow what is in this Argument more prevalent 
for Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, and their Cathedral Churches,than for 
Abbors and Pcors their Monalteries and houſes. | 

. As tothe agreeabl:neſs of this Government in the Church 
tothe Civil conftitution of the Kingdem; I only ſay thatI queſtion 
whe her the Lord Chritt, who declared bis Kingdoms: not to be of 
this World, Will allow, or do appoint che Governments. of the 
World to be the ſquare of Government 1a his Church ; and: I 
confeſs I can hardly reconcile it to his Regal Power, and Faith/nl 
Adminiſtratioa in his Houſe ; and 1 mult have a better Com- 
ment on the Text than I have yet met withall, if ic be not pra- 
hibired in theſe terms : The Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe de- 
minion over them, and they are great , and exerciſe authority up- 
0n them, but it ſhall not be ſo amoxng-you ; but- whoſoever w:1l be 
great among yw, let him be your OM nifter ; and whaſorver will 
be Chief among you, let him be yuur ſr vant, Muth, 20. 25.29, 
27. Mark 10. 42, 43,44. Luke 22.23,24.- The ſenſe where- 
of made Pope Gregory write himſelf Serwus Seryorum Drs ; 
Whi:ehead, and others, refuſe, Coverdalle, and many others 
decline their Biſhopricks, as having in them «liquid conmmne 
eum Antichriito; Ichink the Clown his queition to the Biſhap of 
Cullen, were worth confiderivg, hat will become of the B. ſheps , 
when th: Dukes be damaed? 7 Ro: 

Yet the agreeableneſs of Prelacy with Englands ill Govern« 

mertyhach nor been ſo obviousro others, as theſeGentlemen ſup» 

ſe ; the vigi!ant eye, and{trong band, wherewith in all Ages ic 
ath been —_ theſe Perre, and Rypes Winchefter and Ri- 
valls ia the rine of King Hemry the:3d. were judged very dan 
geronr , when they conſtraingd a Covenant without aud againſt 
the Kings conſent, to remove them as evil Counſellours',  Mat- 
thew Paris our old Hiftorian, **notes Bilhops'to have evet: been 
© the Mike-bates between the King and People, (crewing up rhe 
* Kings Prerogativeþeyondthee oniticutions of the. > Ai F 
© andliberries,. yea, lafery af che SubjeRs; and. chargeth all chs 
« Wars, Broiles, Miſchiefs and Evilsof the Barots Wars, . have 
| P prung 


Vore of the 


oth of June" 
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*« ſprung from, and been aRed' by the Biſhops And when ngKi 
6 hs lay on his death-bed ch read His ſon, If He. _ 
Rule by his Nobles, He muſt keep his Biſhops low, 

The premuniries by which they have ever b:ea awed, and 
their lare High Commiſſion , author:zing them to a avy ap- 
pellatio, provocation, privileage, exemption, proclam: tion, law, ſt a. 
mute, what ſoever- notwithſtanding ; and their bold Kſurpation in 
their own name and authorities, and under their own ſeals to iflue 
forth Proceſs, Excommunications, C2nſures , and other Judge- 
ments, and their /mper:4l Canons in 1640. do beſpeak them pres 
1#ditial to the Civil Government aud Conſtitution of the K ng- 
dom; and 1 think a private ſociery ſhould with very much of mo-. 
deſty affirm the agrecableneſs of this Goyernmenr, aftec the Par- 
liament on mature deliberation and debate , as. moſt proper 
Judges , had voted this Govrument to have. been found by 
long experience very prejudicial to the Cr1l State of theſe King- 
dams. | | 

Now,Sir, as tothe ſo often:Canted Aphorjſme of King 
Fames, Np Biſhop, No King 3 with which the Prelates and their 
Prieſts do too much trive to rivet their Government un:o the 
Crown ;* I-muſt befree ro ſay, that itis more po/rtich, than pions 
andof no more 'watrant or authority, than the Spaniards one. x- 
nivir{al Emperovir, . and one Pope, or univerſal Biſhop ; and when 
the Scots loyal adherence to,and advancement of His mol} Sa- 
cred Majeſty, uncothe Ruine. oftheir Kingdom, Los of their 
lives. and Eſtates, Exile and Impriſonment of their Nobles , and 
Conqueſt of their Land ; together with the #n:eſſant ftraglines 
of the Covenant Intereſt, under Sequeltration, Impriſonments , 
Banifhments, and death-of many ; nor ceaſing till chey bad ( by 
Gods bleſſing ) effe&ed rhe Happy and Honourable Reſticution 
of king and Kingdom, be well confidered, I hope theſe I:arned 
Maſters and Scholars of Oxford will ſee. ſome proceedings thac 
may at leaſt weaken their b+lief in this political Maxime, 

: We have ſeen, Sir, the ſtrength of theſe learned exceptions 
unto the'fſecond Article of the Covenant, the great eye-ſore of our 
Age; and find lictle or nothing therein, ro charge the matter 
thereof' with falſp10d or ' 1rjuſtice > but that notwithllanding 
the grudging of proud ant] profane'men; ir. fands in this reſpect 
efabliferd 3: they have: herein beer? I6tis and conſtramed me to 
TP | ? ltay 
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Ray too long in conſideration of what they urge : bur as they, ſo 
I ſhall be more brief and contraRed in their following excepti- 
ons, wherein they ſugge(t many to be great ones, bur profeſs to 

tak2 up with few, which we muit-needs imagine not to be of the 
2alt weight, 


Unto the thirdArticle they except nothing as to the matter of Su5jeXio quins 
che promiſe, only they ſtumble at thoſe words relating to the de- ta. 
fence and preſervation of the Kings Majefty, Perſon and Autho- Oxford Rea- 
ricy,is the preſervation and defence of the.true R eligion, and liberties | _ 
of th: Kingdom; hich they conceive to be a /imnarionof our ablo- article xr” 
lute duty, by a corditjon not allowable, Corccane 

Setj'o quiata. 

'Theugh ſome endeavour to juſtifie theſe words, as # © *> 73» "4: 
condition put upon our duty by the power of Parliament, who may 
li nic the Prerogartive of the King,as well as extend 1t, and think 
itwill abide a Di. pute, I am nat of their opinion ; for I do pto- 
f:fs my ſelf convinced that owr allegiance, and fo the preſerya- 
tion of the Kirgs Perſon and Aithority is an abſoluteduty found- 
ed in the Relation, without Regard to the Quality Prety or /ns- 
piety of the Perſon ; who is bound alſo to Hisduty, bur not on 
the condition of the Subj &s duty; both King and P-ople owe a 
Reciprocal duty each to other, ' and are bound to God to perform 
it ; burtheduty of the one's no_ /1micing condition tothe other; 
and therefore 1n all thoſe conteſts for the Covenant in behalf of 
ny ohy-- _ a only l but other Miniſters have undergone 
in the oppolition of the late ſinfnu/ Engagement; - Theſt-words hn 
have been underfiood to be Mo edinEs of the capacity in +=. alone | 
which the Kingdom, Parliament and People then weregunder the ccrning uſur- 
oppoſition of Malignants, who divided the King from the Peg-iP*4 powers. 
ple-; and ſo the meaning of iris thus, Ye being in the preſervati- 1 mg oy 
on and defence of the true Religion, and liberties of the King= Alle = b 
dams, ſhall endeavour to preſerye the Kings CMajeſties Perſon and the Ame - Ig 
Ambhority. Iwiſh therefore that it may be obſerved.,” That che Þour. | 
words fall-into a plain parentheſis z and the ſentence is entire ; nice and 
without them, and they are fixed at the end of the Obligation, 'f,./* Is 
which relates unto the Rights and Priviledges of Parliament ;; > mg he 
and liberties of the Subjeft, as well as the. preſervation of the late Engage - 
King, and yet theſe cannot be limiced ; and this ſenſeisnot only cn. | 
P 2 conſonant 
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conſonant to principles of right Reaſon and trueR -ligion, bur al- 
ſo the Declaration of the Partiament in their then proceedings ; 
and the ſcope of this Covenant, and this very Article, which clo- 
ſerh with a molt Solemn Appeal to the-World, to bar witne/s of 
our loyalty , and that we have nothoughts to diminiſh. His Ma- 
jeſties juſt power and greatneſſe; and I hope theſe ſerious Caſu- 
its will grant, that. where the words of an Oath, ſeeminely 
doubtful, may, th-y muit be mnderſtcod ini a good and inft ſenſe; and 
then their exceptions touch a limicationanthe Covenant,do va- 
 niſh with the Hypatheſis on which they are built and inferred, 


Unto the fourth Article of the + theſe Maſters and: 
Scholars ofO-xford do ſuggeſt ſottething in Politicks,which ſoun- 
deth alice lu my. cars,2s cheir paſt] Divinity; indeed they de-- 
cermine it not, but only defire it may be corfidered, 


| I - Whether this Article la) noe. a neceſſity on the fon to acenſe 
his Ts 2 and polixk we him to deſtruttion, in caſe he ſhould be an 

t, cr evil Inſtrument, as is in this Article 
rhe obicha 'y conceive to be contrary to Religion, Nature and 
Humanity? 

_ 2... #hether the ſmearing this eAriicle, do wit open avready way 
tichildren ard hnshands that are ſick of their fathers and w ves, by. 
appeaching thens. of Alalignancy, the letter to eff eluate their un- 
niak 1Sentions and de fignes?. 


-To theſe I (houkd have only defired it may be confidered, 


Fs Wheher alt penal Statutes. in point of Treaſon and Fe- 
leny, open not as ready a way. for children and hnsbands to be rid 
of their f arhers and weoes >: a. the danger of concealment be nor 
a pO omg, For the ame ; are therefore contrary to 

HY Natiro paul Humanity t Have never heard of fuch 
ednefle?knoy they nor arrFronae/ is an impoſſibility of _ 

RES eqn => we Muſtthere-. 
| fore theſe arutes be voided as wicked, 'and rhe hike be preyenced 
_ fortimetocome?-- 

; 44 - Did nor theſe learned men rake the Oath of Alleviance? 
| Co therein ſwace , 7 har rbey wi 101ht.BeFE of their ay 
Clo[E 
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diſcloſe and make krownunto His Majr fly, His Heirs and Suce 
ceſiors, all Treaſons,and Trayterous Conſpiracies which they ſhould 
k:ow or hear of, to be againſt Him, or «ny of Thm: May na- 
cural affeRion inrerdict this duty ? or are naturalRelations ex- 
empr from this diſcovery ? may nor miſchievous men find open 
a ready way £0 appeal ſuch as ſtand berween chem and their de- 
fires ? or did chele Gentlemens learning and loyalty lead them to 
conclude the Oath of Allegiance is aga:n5t Ry1igion, Nature, nd 
Humanity ? 

3» May one time make contrary to Religion, Nature and 
Hum..nity, that kind of promiſe, which at another cime, may be 
conſiſtent rhetewithall ? Theſe Gentlemen pleaded the prote(ia- 
tion of the 5th.of CMay,164r. as a bar to the ſwearing thisCo- 
venant, and tell us ofcen they ſwar: that, and therein they ſware 
in this Form of words ; To my power, and as far as lawfully 1 
may, 1 will oppoſe, and by al good mean's endeavour to bring to 
condigne puuiſhment all |uch as ſhall euher by force, prattice , 
counſels or conſpiracies, or otherwiſe, q1 any thing to the contra- 
ry of any thing in this preſent proteſtation conta:ned: Will they 
pleaſe to tell us whether theſe words be ro: as dircRly contrary 
co the fourth, as the fire-gorng promiſe of this proteltarion was - 
unto the firſt Article of this Covenant ? or doch not th's Pro- 
teſtation lay as great neceſjiy,and give as fair anorcaſinn for the 
fon to accnſe the Father, and perſue him to d:ſtruttion ; and 0 
appear as much againſt Re/1gion, Nature and Humanity, 25 doikr: 
the Sulemn League and Covenant ? 

4. I ſhould have prayed the judgment of theſe learned men 
6n that Law prefcribed by Moſes ro 1ſrac/, in Dem. x3. 6, 7, 
8. 9, 10. If thy brather, the ſon 0 thy Mather , or thy ſor, or 
thy daughter, or the wife. of thy boſome , or thy friend which i 
as thine own ſoul, entice thee ſecretly, ſaying, Let us go and ſerve 
other gods, &c, thou ſhalt not conſent wato him , morh:arhen 
unto him, ueuher ſhall thine eze pity him, neither (halt thouiþare, 
weither ſhalt thou conceal him ; but thaw ſhalt farely bl him ; 
thine hand ſþall be firſt upon him to jut hims to death; and af- 
terwards the hand of all the people, &C; and all Ifractſhal hear 
and fear, and ſhall ds 10 mere fo wickedly; did not-this Law 
bind co the ſame at ? , give the ſame occaſion ? lay the fame ne. 
$eflcy which is laid by this Arcicte of the ea; h 
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" . che Covenant, 


The. Faſtning of St, Peters Fetters, 
And was it contrary to Religion » Nature and Huma- 
nity ? 

Didtheſe Gentlemen think we;expeR to be preferred by this 
notion of Policy ? or if they ſuggeſted this exception by a firit 
of Prelacy, will it not beſpeak that Governmenr prejudicial to 
the Civil Stare, which condemneth Converticls in adts of piety, 
but admits Families, the Subje&s how/es, the places and natural 
affcion, to be the protection of Treaſonab'e, Seditious Conſpi- 
racies ? 

But they adde againſt this Article, that it binds to ſuffering 
puniſhment by an arbitrary power , without Law or M.rit, comra- 
ry to che liberty of the Subjeft declared for by the Houſe of 
{ ommuns, Let us,Sir,but read the words of the Covenant, and 
that will evidence 4 contradift:on to the Parliam:nts Declaration, 
of the ſame nature with thoſe we have before obſerved; the words 
are theſe, That they may be brought topublickh Tryal, and receive 
condigne paniſhment,, as the degree of their offences. ſhall de- 
ſerve, or the Supreme Tudicatories pi bath Kingdoms reſpeftively, 
or others having power from them for that eſfett, (hall jndge con- 
vement : If Sir, condigne puniſhment on publick, Tr yal, accor- 
ding to the degree of the offence, be without law or meric, and 
Tudicatory, Supream Tudicatory, be gpm High Courts of 
Fuſtice, and their proceedings will be Juſt and Regular, and che 
Uibzrty of the Subje& ; for I chink them ro be more Oppoſites, 
than the Proteftation and Solemn League and Covenanc, 


Oxford Exce- Unto the fifth .Article of this Covenant, they profeſs a 


prion to the $ to .confederate , but, they pretend to a double 


Arrtiele of Remora, 


t. They do wot ſee the happineſs of ſuch a bleſſed peace 
between the three Kingdoms ', Ireland being at War within it 


Tr 4s: IN 
To which I ſhould bave ſaid no more than this : 


Gentlemen, where are your eyes, and what obſiruQs your 
fight? when you ſware the Proteſtation, you ſware, By all juſt 
and honourable wayes to endeavenr to preſerve the union 


peace of the thre: Kingdoms, of England, Scotland and Treland; 


Was 


The Faſtning of St, Peters Fetters, 
Was not Ireland then at War within it ſelf > Or have you forgor+ 
ren that it was ſo?or is not the Peace now concluded by both Par- 
liaments, and confirmed by this Covenant , agreater happineſs 
of ſertlement than was then obrained ! Sure ſome Rrong patlion 
aed theſe learned men,. ro make Monztains againitihe Cove- 
nant, what were Mole-hills wilen they ſwore the Proteſia» 
tion. 


But their ſecond Rymora is, That no peace can be firm and 
well-grounded, which us rot bottomed on juftice, whoſe proper and 
adequate aft, 1s jus ſuum cuique, wnleſs the reſpeftive Authori. 
ty, Power and Liberty of King, Parliament and Subjett be pre- 
ſerved full and entire. 

To this 1 ſhould ſay no more then this ; Specifie the defe&t 
of this Covenant, as to theſe particulars; for I cannot read or 
underſtand, if they be nor all ſecured by the ſame ; Suggeſtions 
without plain Demon(tration, doproclaim jealouſie and prejus 
dice; but make no Argument 07 g00d AFology againſt required 
Cuty. 


Unto the ſixth and laſt Arricle,being an Obligation of :dbererce 
to this Covenant againſt all eppo/. tron; they ſay no more then what 
muſt be expe&ed,that »»r1ll they'b: ſatisfied in thePremiſes tated tn 


Concluſron; which we muſt needs admir them, hopins that a more 
cool '& ſerious ſurvey of theCovenznt, &ſecond thoughts on their 
Exceptions thereunto,may ſatisfie their conſ-icnces,and lead them 
to bewail their unhappineſs 1h throwing ſuch Rumbling blocks 
b-fore their weak Brethrer,under the Name and Authoricy of a 
Famous and Learned Univerſity ; and for their groundleſs diſſent 
and refuſal of an enjoyed duty, relating to the Honour of God , 
Reformation and defenct of R-ligton, Honour and Happineſs of 
the King , Peace and Safety of the Kingdoms, in a Solemn 
League and Covenant ; which, Sir, we find , notwithſtanding 
theſe ſo much admired Exceptions, approves it ſelf lawful”, 
in reſpe& of the matter therein ſworn to be preſerved or purſued ; 
and will the better ſtand under all defeQs and miſcarriages in 
point of manner and form of making ir-; which isthe next thing 
t9 be conſidered. | 


Oxſord Exce- 


, 6xthArticle of 
the foregoing Articles of tkeCovenantt hey could mit ſu ſcribe to this the Covenant. 


Seo + 


' The Faſining tf s. Peters Fes, 


SeAio quarta, 


Propoſition, 4+ The Form and Manner of mak ing the 
Solemn Leagne and Covenant, was good and allowable, 


N the Conſideration of this Poſition, Iintend nor to conſider 
k the Form conſtituting it an Oath , which is evident, and 
known to all, to have been a Solemn Calling to G od to witneſs, 
and avenge the violation or n:gleft thereof ; 1n _reſpe& of which 
its obligation is eſtabliſhed, againſt whatever defeRs and miſcar- 
riages didatrend the agitation thereof; from which nevertheleſs 1 
would deſire ic ( as much may ) beacquirred, for it is pity ſo 
good matter ſhuuld be blemiſhed by the circumſtances which at- 
rended it, 

Nor ſhall I inſiſt 0n an Hiſtorical Natration of the publick 
Aſſemblies, in which it was taken, the Solemmty thereot in re- 
ſpe& of the quality of perſons ; the Parliament, both Lords and 
Commons ; the C,mmiſſioners of Scotland , the Aſſembly of Di- 
vines, making the firſt Aſſembly char entred inco it ; nor the Or- 
der by Solemn Humiliation and Prayer, and ſerious Inftrugion 
and Exhortation which attended it ; not the wniverſal alacrity, 
joy and content of the moſt ſerious in England and Scotland , 
which accompained this firſt AR of making the Covenant; nor 
the after particular Solemnities , both for number, quality, and 
diſpoſition of perſons, and religious compoſed order, in which 
it was takenin the Ciry of Londongche ſeveral Counti:s and Con- 
erceations of England, then which I may boldly ſay, no publick 
AR ever paſſed by and among the people of E-gl/and, wore ſo- 
lemnly, or more religiouſly; which.though it be now darkued and 
deſpiſed, doth ſera luſtre on this Covenant to abiie under the - 
oreateſt contempt and reproach caſt upon 1tzand will moſt Rrong- 

ly bind in the preſence of God and men. ; 

But my intentions are todefend thoſe ations as good, I do 
not ſay neceſſary and allowable, which were , and might be done 
without fany fin, or any debiliration of the Covenant, againſt 
which I find the Exceptions of the Exemies to the Covenait melt 
ficongly 


The Faſtning of $t, Peters Fette/3, 
ſtrongly bnt, that thereby they might repreſent ic vile, if not 
render it v»id; and theſe are etther, 

I. The order of the words. 

2. Nature of the thing, 

3. Amuthority which enjoyn:d it. 

Or the ation and geſture of the body uſed in the ſwear- 

ing of this Covenant, 

All which I humbly conceive will b2 found ſuch , as might 
well ſuit ſo ſolemn an AR, as is*s National ( oavenaxt ; yet I find 
ſome late oppoſition thereunto, and in ſpecial, by the Oxford 
| Reaſons , and the League [llegal ; I ſhall briefly try their 
Frength. j 


r., Sir, As to the orderef the words, I find Dr. Feathes ' 
ghoſt in ths League 1l:ga/, like ſome helliſh fury, repreſenting £. oeatnet 
the Dr. to have bzen a man ſo haughtily devored ro the punts. dicaredagainft 

lio's of order and honour, as not to brook, or keep his hands from Dr. Featliey 
| | tearing a Liſt, Catalogue or Regiſter wherein they who were below League Illegal 
. Gbim, ſhould be ranked abrue, and named Fir him; ia ſenſe 728 14 
whereof he chus breaths againſt the Covenant 5 Not to take ad- 
vant ege of the | repoſterous order in ſetting down the parts of this Co- 
venant, wh.ran he that runneth, may read a double S1lecrſm; for in 
it the Church of Scotland precedeth the Church of England ; and 
the Liberty of the Sub jeFt is ſet before the Royal Prerogative , and 
Imperial Dignity of the Prince, 


Sir, admic wethis; Is it not an high crime? and beſpeaks 
it not a ſober ſerious ſpirit in Dr. Featty, a Member of the Af 
ſembly of Divines ( who by a motion might have had this order 
inverred, aseafily as he obtained to have Prelacy ſpecified in the 
| ſecond Article of the Covenant after it was paſt )ropick a quar- 

rel in the order of the words? although we deny nor, That ach 
4 ſacred and venerable evidence of fidelity is the Covenant, that 
matter, manner, phrafe and order ought to have( as 1 preſume 
they were ) been maturely adviſed ; yea, I with ne and period , 
word and ſyllable ( which might be the Printers Errats ) had 
been ſo ſcanned , that a captious Momus might not find a Colon 


or Comma,at which he might boggle and pleaſe his humour; yer 
It is bur a poor advancagefrom the -—- of order and bonoxr . 
| | to 


Fe Foft ning of $1, Peters Fenters, 
ro argue againſt marters of moment, duties andeverciſes of R-. 
ligion; and by miſplaced werds to make an Oath or Solemn 


League illegal; I, butdo I nor run too faſt? chetells us be will nor 


take th: advantage ; an honeſt man is indeed as good as his 

word ; but I.cannot truſt him ; for his ninth Argumene, The; 

Canenant. 15 deragatoryto the Henour of the Church and King. 

1 age 28. dow of En, land, is thus proved; The ( harch of Scotland, is ſer be- 

= ſore the Ck wncb of England. I like not that mans grace, thar 

with the ſamebreath will rem: 4rd rorort an indiſerction ; yer 

Sir,l cannot bur enquire whether the preferring of the pompon, 

gay-uloatb'd Church of England before the poor Church of Scox. 

land, look not like a tfecies of that impious pargiality, condemn- 

ed by the Apoſtle 7 ames, Chap, 2. 1,2,3, 4, 5*" Can we think 

this Dc. had the fe!thof our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in reſpe& of 

perſons, ar was acted by ſuch a ſpirit of Contradition ? No, this 
language was ſpoken after he was dead. ; 

2. Buritheſe Solec:/ſms are notto me ſo obvious ; Iftand: 
fill, and cannot read them ; though 1read the Covenantwirh 
all obſervation and regard; yet IconfelsI find the Charch of 
Scotland ſet befere the Charoh of England ;-and the {iberry of 
the Sbjct, before the Sts of the King, but they are- 
propounded with Relation todifferent As; the Reformed Re- 
ligion of Scarland to bepreſerved; of England to be Ref.rme 
ed ; I hope ts no Solecifme ro pur the fattum before the fie- 
71; andto ſwearthe preſervation of good acquired, before an en. 

*- Page 39. Aeav:nÞ to obtain the ſame, or better ; or to prefix the pattern, to 
_ * Mira divine whwtisto be thereunto confirmed ; when this Authors ſecond 


ful confiat rhewghes had obſerved this ſalv9 to his ſugpefica® Soleeiſme, he 


bfpenſatiorvs repos that Scorland ſhould be ded as 4 Pattern of Re- 
_ farmationto England ; for which he had little Reaſon, if vene= 
_ lies ſcienti« rable Be4a ſpeak.crue, in that he reports, That * chat Nation dig. 
© gr c0g- at firſt cammanicate _ Svrence of _ uote : p6 mg 
wit10738 10eneer e 0n envy wnto the people of England ; Ihope it is no Sole- 
err os om; to propoued thew a4 4 > of Reformation, who. 
By mwicare how firR obtained it, ad from whom Chriſtianity it [elf was 
xvit, Bed: abfuſt to us tranfigitred.. 

Keel, Hil. ev @ =—The ſecondſuppoſed Seleriſmryis no more. viſible than this 
Ang l-5.6-23- fink; for if the liberty ofthe people be the end and excellency 
of the Precogative of the King, as all wife Statiſts. and Politict- 

ans. 


5 


The Faſning of S. Peters Fattors, 111 
ans do affirm ; he ſure will admic co be the firlt i» ratention ard 
endeavexny, although thie laſt 5» execution and exjoyment ; and the 
rather, for that it is ſo dire&ed and diQated by the Maxime of His | 
lite glorious Majeſty , declareg at the pailing of the Petition of 
Right, The peoples Liberty ſtrengthens the Kings Prerogative, and 
the Kings Prerogative 15 0 d-fendthe perpl + liberty. Tamiſure 
more fcrious and publickStateſmen than he or I ſha'l ever make , 
have judged ir a Soleciſme in Parliaments, to ſupport the Kings 
Prerogarive by ſupply of moneys, before the oppreiſions and bur- 
dens of the people have been relieved,and their lib-rries ſecured; 
and I believe I could prove that this is-nort the firſt Covenant 
made in E-glang,preferring the Peoples liberty before the Kings 
Prcerogative, wityout which the King may 7 yrazmize over flavesg 
not Real: over ſr:e-ment; which laſts, and will be His greatet& 
honour. 


The ſecond thing in reſpe& of which the: Covenant is ble- 2. The nawre 
mitſhedand reproached as to the manner of making it, relates un- _ o& ; 
ro the nature thereof; and the name is the: noration of its mutwre, nanny 
and iris calleda Solensx League and Covenant, againlt which the oxferdReaſons 
Matters'and Scholars of Oxfed do except,ſtambling av che name. Sc&.2.pag.z- 
Covenant ; they were Izarned men, and mult alittle tandon the 
propriety of words ; they cherefore except agpin this denomi- 
nation, becauſe impoſed with a penalty , which impoſition: ſay' 
they, is repugnant to the nature of a ( ovenant',. which bring a 
contratt , wmplicth. a voluntary mmtnal conſent of the contrafters , 
wherennto men are to be intluced by perſwaſion', not compelled by 
ou ; pattum eft duorum pluriumve is idems _placituns con= 

exnſua. 1 
| TothisSit I grant,, that a Covenant in the firi accepration 
of it, mult, be aw agreement by: notual conſent; yer I muſt et» 
ire of cheſe men whether the Magjſtetial impoſing, of 
olure duty, or aions otherwiſe indifferent, by Superiours 
on theit Inferiours, andthat under a penalty, may not be I: 
Covenant > What think they. of that injun&Rion to Mankind in 
Adam, Of the Tree of good and evo! thaw ftalt not tar; . for in 
the day thoueateit thereof, thow-ſhalt diethe' death; we read noc 
of any fipnlation i» Adam: And Divines.tefl us ic was neither, 
neced ary nor proper,be-being bound to accept the conditianshig1 
| | Q 2 Creacour 


It2 ' The Faſtning of St, Peters Fetters, 

- Creatour would put upon him;I am ſure this is gererally judgeda. 

Covenant,and that we common!y cill the Covenaxt of Works. 
Azaio,In the Primitive Times of the Church, adult perſons did 
anſwer certain queſtions propounded,as bredis *credo;abrenunci an. 
abrenuxczo ; to which the Apoſtle Petey is thought to refer his. 
bf og '  evveidWowss df 2allis wnpaumua ws. ©53y? which Bezx renders \ Stim 
or: pnlatio b ne conſcientie apud Derm, and from this order Tey« 
tullian concludes: Anima non lavatione ſed r:iþonjione ſancitur, 
Do theſe-learned men (as the Anabaprifts ) think the Cove- 
nant of Grace is nat paſſed berween God, and the Infants of be- 
lieving Parents in their Baptiſme , who are nor capablz of ſuch 
conſent ani ſtipulation, bur were dedicated by the Authority and 
Intereſt of the Parent ; and are accepted by the extent of the 
Covenaut ? or is confirmation an effential part of-the Sacra- 
ment, and neceſſary ſupplement of Bapriſme ? I find a like caſe 
in Scripture called a Covenant, Gen. 17.13. My Covenant ſhall 
te in. your fleſh; the (tipulation of Godfathers and Godmethers 
will not relieve the caſe, unleſs they be deputed by the Infants, 
though they were (which doth not appear ) commiſſioned by 
the Lord ; ſo that ſome Covenants are impoſed, and paſs with - 

our mutual conſent. 

2. Maynotan agreement between two different Nations, 
paſſed by the mutual conſent of the Princes, or Body Politick, be 
for further ſecurity ſake, :poſed by the Authority of each Narti- 
on on the individual Subjetts thereof, and that wnder a penalty? 
which may be a good pirſwaſion againſt their peeviſhneſs and 
pettinacy, who bytheir privare intereft may obſtruc, the more. 
general'and pubfick good;and yet be properly denominated a Co» 
venant; as ſuppoſe berween England and Spain, which the 'Mer- 
chants of both are bound to keep ; and I ſee no cauſe why they 
may not be compelled to ſwear ; I hope the caſe will not differ 
between Scotland ard England , who are diſtin Nations, though. 
under the ſame King;it is Sir no hard matter to mak: this the caſe 
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.. © Bat thefe learned men do except againſt the Authority ex- 
Lops = | oninges: Covenant, which is che third particular, in the ner. 
> Covenam: oF thiking the Toyenant , ſuppoſed to b+ miſcarried; andhzrein. 
vindicated. Dr.Peatlc's Ghoft doth follow them bur ſo Dec.” 
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The Faſining of St, Peters Fetters, 

| ſuch palpable contradiion, that I ſhall-not ſpendtime and paper 
in obſetving the ſame ; bur ſpecially take motice of what 1s ur- 
oed by the Oxford Reaſons from which he borroweth- his 
ſtrength. 

Here,Sir, I ſhall defire-ic may be noted , that I do: not aſfirme 
the authority to be full and compliat , but to have been /awf:/ 
ard («ficient to 1mpoſe an Oath ,, and thereby bind the people 
( wherein notwithitanding they ſhould have been defeftive and 
Fall, cious, yer this will not diſcharge the obligation laid, as I have 
in my Analepſis, pag. 13, and before in * this Tra&t obſerved ) 
againi it , therefore as- ſuch I ſhall endeavour roweigh the Ex- 
ceptioas, 


Tie firſt whereof is, That this impoſing of this Oath was g,f4,4 Rea- 
contrary to the _ of the Subjett, expreſſed in the Pctirion of ſons. Seft. 
Right , to which liberty tHe 1-9poſition of a new Oath, « her than þ$+ 3; 


is eſtabliſhed by AR of Parliament , ts thereby declared con- 


trary. 


- Unto this, Sir, I ſay , I cannoc but obſerve what Arength of 
prejudice ated theſe learned men in making to themſelves theſe 
Doubts and Reaſons againFt the Covenant 3 which leads them ak 
moſt throughout their Book to infer generals from ſpecials ; as I 
have before noted in our Arguments, ſo in this; the words 
themſelyes do quote out of the Perition of Rypht , are theſe, 
Whereas many of them have had an Outh adminiſtred unto thews 
wot warrantable by the Laws and Statutes of this Realme, they 
do humbly pray that no nan wen 2 be compelled to. take foch 
an Oath ; according to which words, it appears to be- ſome: ſþec:- 
all Oath that was complained. of , and: unto- which-the? relative 
doth refer ; the which, if they would pleaſe roobſerve , the' con-= 
nexion of the words will-be found to have been 2 pariiculay card 


ſpecifical Oath; the words-in the P/aivt run thus., By means Petition of 
whereof Yonr People . haws. been in divers: plartsafembled,, and Right 


required to lewd certarn moneys uno Tour /fujiſty; and of then, 
apox: their refuſa{ fo to do , have hid an Oathiadminiftred unto 
them , ' not. warrautable by the Laws and Statutes of this Realm 
ſo: that-it: appears to have been-as Oath of diſcovery of their 

Ettate, wpov refuſal lend manejs, or forme Oath ex effitiv', unto 
. i: ſelf- 
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The Faſtving of S. Peters Feller. 
ſelf-accuſation, beyond the-Srarwte of rhe 25th, Henry th: third, 
whichis tathis point comp.aied of, as violated ; and the prajer 
of thax Petition: doth no. l<is ſpecific this Oath by the Relative 
SUCH, which referreth unto the qualicy of the Oath complained 
agaiaſt';, {0 doth aiſo the concatenation of the prayer, which 
proportionally to the Plaint, is, That no man be compelled to 
make gifs, or loar, 8c. Or be called to make anſwer , or take 
ſ#ch. Oath; fo that this was an Oath to make anſwer unto the 
damage of a mans own Eftare, Life,for Liberty , which is repug- 
nant to Nature,,and herein aggravated, as not warrartable by the 
Laws and Starmies of this Realm; a more full deſcription where- 
of,theſe Gentlemen mighr have received in the Stature 17.Carols, 
Concerning Commiſſioners for (, aujes Eccleſiattical, Now Sir, 
from this. ſþcc/ah to: argue againſt- ali Oarhs that paſs not by At 
of Parliament, is a plain no» ſenqrrar, and unjuſt inference; the. 
Compances 1n- London, or it may be ome Colledges inOxf-rd,aie 
confticuted by the Kings Chaxcer or Patent, and the Malter and 
' Wardens of the one, or Prefident and Fellows of the other; give 
an Oath toall that become Members thereof, and expe& co par- 
ticipate-in their priviledges; will theſe learned menſfay , that 
theſe Qaths: not impoſed or. preſcribed by eAtof Þ artiament, 
were contratytorthe: P etitionof Right , which never complained 
of, or prayed -again:ſuch Qaths? 1 do notthink theſe men would 
 _ Caterai, enjo _=_ _ 
:of 1640. was: againſt 'the. Peritror of ». Which 
certeinlywould belpeak the Biſhops ſower hing: pre rx. he te: the 
Cir! State, and: yet It, wasmever paſled by Alt of Þ arliament, 
Moxzcover,. theſe learned men ſubſcribed; and ſwear tothe Pro- 
trſhatzopr ob! May, 1647; they dig; not: ſure then think that ſab- 
mitting to'ſwaarthat Oath, they did:violate;, or betray the /ibex= 
ties of: the people, expreſſed. inthe! Peririan of Right ;. they. ſhould 
do well to tell us by-whac A# (1do not.ſay Anthority) of Pay- 
liament'it. 245 eft abliſhed.? 1 bumbly: gonceive that there: is: a * 
vaſt difference berween.an-Oath of exaB81on, ſeif-diſcovery;or ace 
cu{ation,, whichis-wickedin itsnaturey.. and more wicked; when 
xerrganry from.the Law: _—_ yer oaf 0s har | 
not cublihed by -Z of fron it 1s ke one 
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The Faftnins of 'S, Peters Fetter, ns 
an Oath,as may impeach che perſons, or endangerthe Eſtates of » 
the Subje&, which was the Peoples grievances; nor is it the for- 
mality of an AR, but the full conſent of the people 1n Parlia- 
ment, makes an Oath lawful, and preſerverh cheir liberties-in the 


impoſing of it, 


But theſe Maſters and Scholars of Oxford fear, by owning \, 
this Covenanc, they ſhould ew» « power in th: impoſers thereof, © 
then for ought that appeareth tothem., hath been challenged in 
former times, or can conſiſt with their former P1 teſtation ( if 
rightly underſtood ( in ſundry the m:ſt material Branches of it. 


Unto this Sir,I muſt ſay, that I know not what did appear to, 

them to have been the power of the impoſers, and challenged in 
former times; only unto me, and many others, it did appear not 

£0 be the weer natural Pomer of the People prepoſterouſly, afd: 

ina tumulruous manner aſſembled, who yer doappear to have 4 

powerto impoſe on themſelves an Oath; and ro whom I find 

ety So ſelf ( ro ſpeak it with due Reverence ) in ſome 

meaſure ſubje&ed, and irs obligation ſuperſeded ; if nor made 
_—— barred from execution ; if but by the impoſſibiliry. 
putchereongas ic was in the caſe bo? ng rrengrgny2o09 rk ſha 

only-report 1 the words of Biſhop Hal,Saul hath ſmorz Jonathans 

death, the people comrarily ſwear bis preſervation , his Kingdom 

was not ſo Fofolure yer more abſolute than —_— ) that he His Contemy, 
could run away with ſo unmerciful a juftice, their Oath, which P: 193% 
ſauarred of diſubedjence, prevailed againſt bis Oath, which ſa- 

voured of too munch cruelty ; and ſo long as his heart was not 
falſe to his Oath, be could not. be ſorry Jonathan ſhenld live : 

Ido not in any caſe juflifie the prepdſterous and tumultuous AC. 

emblings and Afſumptions of the People, whereby they tay on 

themſelves Bonds which muſt not be broken, and cannor welf: 

wichout much difficulty be kept; yer I cannot but obſerve many 

times whereby, the Yox par, is Vox Dei; asin thevery change 

of the Government of 1ſrac, on which Dr. Hall Notes [t was 

Gods ancient purp ſe to raiſe up a King to his Peoplt;, how dothy.Page to. 24. 
he taks occaſron ta de.ie by the wnraly deſires of Iſrael ; bur 

( bleed be Cod.) this was nor the cafe of che Coveyanc ; the 
anpoſers did not aflemble on their own heads, and by vio-- 


lence. 


- A ID 
- - , 
Og — l 


i = 
— pp 2 * SV” © 5 
FRA ” . EE EEE. i A 
_ RD _ Babs £ ES 
THEE; Im 2m 


116 


The Faſtning of -S1. Peters Fetters, 
lence -and diſorder . aſſume unto themſelves "an unuſual 
power, 7 

The power 1mpoſingthis Covenant, was a Parliament, the 
Colle&ive Body of the Kingdom ; Duly Summoned, Regularly 
EleRed and returned ; Righcly Conlticuted , and Readily Em- 
braced by King and Kingdom, and animared wich more than or- 


- dinary Parliamentary power, by the Bill fer their. continuance a- 


Ariſtot. Polit, 
{b.5.C,10211. 


ainſt all Caſualrirs, (0'as not tobe Prorogued, Adjoyrned,or D'ſ- 
olved, nithout their own conſent: And can any True-born En- 
{iſh man( in any meaſure acquainted with the conſtitution of 
this Kingdom, or the Authority of th2 High Court of Parlia- 
ment ) deny theſe tobe a j«uf ard lawful Authority to reſolve, 
order, andenyjoyn, yea, and execute their Reſolves, Orders and 
In;urRions, during the being of their power ; though not to 
eſtabliſh Lawes to be executed, when they were diffolved and 
2ONE, 

*. * Sir, I cannor withour ſad thoughts, remember the unhappy 
difference between His late Majeity, andthe late /o»g Parlta- 
ment; which occaſioned the. unhappy oppoſition of the Peoples 
Liberty, and the Kings Prerogatige;as I cannot but wiſh they had 
bzenacted ſo conjuntty,that they might have ſeem'd to vulgar ap« 
prehenhon, to have been but oze ; ſo I cannot but judge it pru-. 
dence that a period be put to the diſpute thereof, upon the now _ - 
Happy Re-union of his moſt Sacred Majefty, and theſe too lotig 
diſtracted Kingdomes ; 1am cleatly of gpinion with eFr:forle, | 
that Prince, of Politians, That Regal! Government is beſt efta- © 
bliſhed, where the Princes and People do participate of it ; and 
that Theopompus the Spartan, in tranſmuting ſome of his Pre- 
rogative to his Ephori Princes, might well maintainthe excreaſe 
f his Dominion , whilſt he mad: it longer by making it leſs : 
I think therefore that the wiſeſt men,and beſt Subjes,will rather 
think, then aſſert, a Prerogative inthe King above His Parlia- 
ment ; andIfor my part ſhould bz content to find in the Parlia» 
ment ſufficient pow:r to 1#p0e an Oath onthe Subjeft , with- 
out the K ings conſent , rather than to aſſert their Superiority unto 
Him, in all points and particulars: And when Sir I conſider the 
Power, even over and againſt their Li in the Princes, and che 
CollcRive Body of the People Recordedin Scripture, as in w94- 


king War,Joſh, 22. Judg, 20, Changing the Governm:nt.1 Sam 8. 
: Gn ts - Chooſing” 


— . 


try 


'Cheoſing and eftabliſting, not only their firſt, but ſucceeding Kings, 
cn. Jr you inted, and ſometimes —— God 
asinthecaſe of David, Solomon, and Rehoboars, and others, 5x 
removing fron the King Favourites and Counſelors , as David 
was 4 the mind of Achithe King, diſmiſled by the Princes 
of the Philiſtines, 1 Sam. 2.9. in reſtraining the Kings purpoſe 
of deſtruction, confirmed by an Oath once and again, as in 
the caſe of Zonathan, or of proteftion, as inthe caſe of 7eremiab 
the Propher, concerning whom Zedekiah the King ſaid , He 5 
in your hands, the King is not he that can do any thing againſt 
Jon, Jer.38. 5. In theleandthe like caſes, 9/ phi tells us, 2, 23h, Antiq. 

the King might not do any thing without ,  &r againſt the ſen- Fd.lib, 4- cap. 
tence of the Senate or Congregation-: Methinks a divine defence 18, 
may be well made for the power ofthe Parliamenrin this caſe ated 


andadmitred ; though without, and againſt the conſent of the 
Rad when Iconſider whatis Dogmatically aſſerted by Poli. 


titians, and no mean Lawyers,in reference to the power of gene- 

ral Councils and Conventions of Kingdoms in general , as of 

Englanxds parliaments in particulary as in the Council of Bafl a- *9** Ats and 
gainſt the Pope, the whale Realm hath more Authority than the "onanens. þ 
King. The ſame aſſerted by Zſarins Salgmoning, who by many ; 
A_— dothdefend it, he was a Roman Lawyer and Philo-  ._ 
ſopher; Holingſhead and Vowel in their Deſcription of Zng- 19m bs 
land, declareconcerving the Parliament, That this Court hath the © COMIN 
moZF high and abſolmte power of the Realm; and that not only 

. without, but againſt the King, by it offenders are puniſbed , and 

eorrupe Religion refer med or dbſamulled,, and that whatever the 

People of Rome might do centuriatis , comitiis, Of tribunitize; Yot. 1.cap.1, 
which 1 am ſure was to impoſe an Oath, ble vs is, and maybet-73. 

done by Parliament ; unto which may be added whatis ſpoken to 

the ſame eff&R, and almoſt in the fame _—_ Sir Thowns 

Smith, Secretaty of Stateto King Edward the ſixth, and Queen 
Eljzabethand a Doctor of the Law,in bis Common-wealth of Bug 

land, and Horne, an Eminent Lawyer in Edward the 

Reign, in his Adirrour of 7uſtice, cap. 1. p. 7, 8, 9. and For 

teſeue, Lord Chancellor to Hexry the ſixth, in .his Book : 

Larnd, Leg. Angl. cap. 9. and Bratton, quoted by theſe learn- 
ed men, who certa A dC ade - > 


IS _ 


| hahet Superiorem Denm, item legem, per quam fattus eft Rex ; 
1 item curiem (nam (viz. ) Comites & Barones, &c. Et deo fp 
1-3 Rex fuerit fine freno debent ei frenum imponere, and above all, 
is the Soveraign Powers of Parliaments judiciouſly defendedin our very 
caſe, by that profound Lawyer, Mr. willzam Pryne , approved no 
leſs Loyal to,and Zealous for the Xi»gs Prerogarive,than Loving to 
the Peoples Liberties. I ſee not how we can avoid this Concluſion, 

That the Uotes,Orders,and Ordinances of the Lords and Commons in 

Parliament, even-without or againſt the Kings perſonal command, is 

to be obeyed and obſerved. 

Laſtly, When I obſerve the-TranſaQtions of Parliament in 
thetimes of Tortiger, Sigebert, Ofred, Beornerde, Edwin, and 
Eagar, andother Saxon Kings, Deo diftante & anxuente popnls. 
the power of Parliaments in the times of King 7ehn, King Hen 
ry. the third, Richard the ſecond, and other Kings of England 
refuſing to aſſemble at the Kings Call , aſſembling without the 
Kings Writ, eſtabliſhing Laws, correcting Vice and Miſdemez- 
nour, executing Juſtice, and entring into Oaths and Covenants, 
without and againſt the Kings conſent, and when I obſerve in 
all Parliaments a power of regulating the Kings Court and 
Council; of reſtraining, limiting, and enlarging the Kings pow- 
er of Juriſdition and Prerogative; nay, of making void or 
valid a Title unto the Succeſſion to the Crown, as in the times of 
Henry the eighth; in caſe of his many marriages , and that 
during the Sefſion-of Parliament, all Laws are under coyert at 
their feet, to be by them eſtabliſhed or deſtroyed, and are by any 
Vote or Order ſuperſeded, before a formal Repeal , and that in all 
.Ages,and on all ſides, it is confeſſed,and cannot be denied, that the 
authority of Parliament is exercis'd in al Votes,Orders and Ordinan- 
ces of the two Houſes ,anto the deciſion of preſent controverſies, upon 
A—_—_ other Courts of Judicatory , whergin they can, 
and may anthorize Examinations on Oath,and make a final judge- 
ment, unto the eaſe and relief of the Subjeft , not otherwhere re. 
lievable; unto the enforcement of any AF to be at preſent done 
ard executed for the good of the Kingdom , - or any particular 
perſonsor ſociety thereof, without ſo much as deſiring the Kings 
conſent and. concurrence; and if this power ſhould be denied", 
-what could the frequency of Parlifments, provided for by the 
old Law.of King A/frea, and after by the Statutes of 4. Z.3. 4- 


36. Ed. 


The Faſtning of S, Peters Fetters, 
36.Edw.140.twice, Or at leaſt once every year,on this very ground, 
that the people might receive right by holy judgment ( fuch was the 
judgment of Parliament deemed ) and that the miſchiefs and 
grievances which daily happen , might be redreſſed if need be, 
On which account Proclamation was wont to be made in the 0- 
pen Palace, before the breiking up of Parliament, 7 herher there 
be any that have delivered a Petition to the, , Parliament, and not 
received anſwer thereunto? Andrhis powet removed, what will 
avail the Triennial Parliaments conceded by His late Majeſty, or 
of what benefit was the continuation of this late long Parka- 
ment, againſt al Caſualties what[cever that might fall out to 
diſſulve them ? Can it be rationally imagined , - that their being 
ſhould be continued and ſecured, ro fit within thoſe Walls in 
Council and Debate, without any power to order or executethe 
Emergent Afﬀeairs of the Nation ? Theſe things well conſidered, 1 
ſ y, 1 ſee not how theimpoſing an Oath can be an eſming,or the 
peopleſwearing, an acknowledging of a greater power than hath 
in former times been challenged. It theſe Gentlemen will con- 
ſi]t our own Hiſtories in the caſes before touched, they will find 
a power much yroner, not only challenged, but afſumed and ex- 
erciſed ; the which the ſeaſon, and preſent ſtate of Afﬀair do for- 
bid meto recite, in hopes that there will be no need- t97ip wp or 
wounds newly healed ; and theſz generals may,I hope, ſufficiently 
juſtifie the /»fficiency of that authority which brought us into Co- 
venant. 

But theſe learned men ſuggeſt an incon/ency of this power 
with their former Proteſtation in ſundry material Branches : 
Methinks,Sir,they ſhould have ſpecified thoſe Branches , and the 
rather, becauſe material and many. The Proteſtation contains 
not many Branches; and thoſe few ſeem to be fully conform to 
this Covenant inall the particulars, and wherein they have ſup. 
poſed a contrariety,we have before evidenced only a diſſonancy at 
the moſt;and that Ratione,not Re,in the manner ofexpreflion,not 
th2 thing ſworn ; they then proteſted to preſerve the power and pri- 
viledges of Parliament, and ſhould nor. covenant atiy more, nay, 
ſcarce ſo muck in this Oath, for they herein promile to preſerve 
the Rights and Priviledges, which is ſomething ſofter than pow- 
er , and I wonder they that then ſaw a powey to be preſerved, could 
not now ſee a right : I will only enquire whether they thought the 

R 2 __ _ \Parliar 


Ti9 , 
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Parliament had a power to i1spoſe that Oath , and not 1 right tg 
impoſe this? There was no AQt of Parliament,nor Aſﬀent of the 
Kingtothar,[ obſerve the King in HisMeſſages to the Houſ:s,doth 
note it to be their own ProteFation, as if Hehadnohandinir , 
nor conſent untoit; andif by power they ſhould mean naturg/ 
frength, not political _— it hath beenurged by many as 
their grievance, and by theſe Gentlemen themſelves in the fore- 

ing Exceptions, that they had roo much of that : Iris the us- 
Logs of a ſcrupulous conſcience torun it ſelf on contradidts- 
03 18 attions,as well as aſſertions; to ſwear as /awfnlly called at one. 


time,but not to dare to ſwear an Oath containing the ſame matter, 
though called by the ſame authority anottier time. 


But that which was the greateſt doubt with theſe learned men, 

was, the King eo Hu Proclamation, Oob. g. 19. Carol. had 

Pag. ibid. & 4- expreſſely forbidden the entring into this Covenant, it being in His. 
power to make void the ſame. . 


That fach anInterdi& had been publiſhed by His late Majeſty, 
League 1llegal, we eannotdeny; butnot as Dr. Featly hzs ghoſt ſuppoſeth, on pais 
p.16, of Treaſon; for no Proclamation of che Kings of Zxg/anddid cl:im 
the formality ofa Law,fo far as to faſten. 77ea/0u0n the non-obſer- 
yance of what isthereby enjoyned. 
.. - 2, Tam notfatigied bow reg»/arly His: Majeſty did iſſue 
 forththe ſaid Proclamation; which isnot uſually done, but by the 
| advice of His Council , who are vailed by the Seſſion of Parlia. 
at; and all Proclamations then uſually run by the Advice of 
+#ht Lords and Commons in Purliament aſſembled, and if atan 
timethe — D—_ either 0 Ama —_ their Sell | 
out Orders,not only rel4ting to the Eſtate they .repreſ 
—_— others, the Subjects of this Realm , it hath a vr 
ſzal for the a p/ omg Authority of His Proclamation,to thwart, 
oppoſe, and yoid them; and ina cafe of thisnature,a good obſeryer 
may find,the Parliament have judged the Kings oppoling.or taking 
notice ofany thing by them debated or ordered, before it is regu- 
krly pro to Him by themſelves, to. have been a breach of 
viledge,and ſo to have been acknowledged,and as ſuch recrated 
Hisfate Majeſty, the little pleaſyre I have inthe Rory, forbids 
inſtances hoping general bints may anſiwer the learned and ſober. 
qe, , 3.Nor 
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3. Nor am I convinced that it was in Hs power by the 
equity of the Law, Numb. 32. ( they mean 30. 2.) toannull and 
make void the Covenant, for admitting the equity of that Law 
by Analogy to reach us, I hope no adult child ſhall on obſervati- 
on of irregularities in the Government of a Family, be barred 
from vowing i» his place and calling, to his power and capac ity 
Logynon conſtantly to endeavor the Reformation thereof , 

Z. 


Vi ueniuam qm gandet uſu rations ita plene [ub alteriue 
poteſt ate eſſe quin ut ſit quantum ad aliqua ſaltem ſui jaris, is 


Dr. Sanderſon's Rule ; though the effef# may., yet the lawful 


endeavour cannot be out of the childs reach; if the child or De Juram. 


wife ſwear nothing but pofitive ducy,or what is within their pow. 
er, and ſo limit their yow; I hope the SuperioursinterdiRtion, will 
favour more of paſſionate miſtake, than ſtrength to avoid the 
yow. 


Yet I muſt confeſs I am not clear , that the equity of rhat 


Zaw will reach our cafe, I wasever willing to yield His Majeſty 
the Reverence due to a Political Parent; but in this caſe of con- 
ſcience wherein He is abſtratted from, . and oppoſed nnto the Par- 
Hament, 1 find a defe& which makes me fear the Smile will nor 
ſquare; and chough Ican own Him 3s a Parent-to be by: Hin 


correfted and diſpoſed , yet methinksthe Parital power is placed : 


in others, at leaſt conjun& with Him ( viz.) the Parlizmenc, I 
am ſure LZeg:/tatior is Paternal power, and Execution more pro- 


per to the other Parent ; and thar che Lords and Commons have - 


a ſhare, if not the greate!? ſhare, in Zegi/lation, no true Engliſh- 
man, nzy, no ordinary Polititian, can or will deny ; when I ob- 
ferve the King ſwornto Rule according tothe Laws, quas popmlas 


clegerit, which the people ſhall chooſe, and the Writ for their E- - 
teion to require that they be furniſhed, and have plenan & uf- - 


ficientem potefFatem pro ſe & communitate, . &c. ad facienduns 
& conſentiendum his qua tune & ibidens de communi in confolas. 
difti Regni noftrs contigerint ordinari ita quod pre defettu po- 
teftatis higuſmodi, &c. difta negotia infefta now+ remaneant.: 
Paternal Authority, power to conſent and make Laws in the 
grext Aﬀairs of the Kingdom, as the Family, and whenlI obſerve 


Polititians and Lawyers, even men, generally to con- - 


clude the forma mformans, form animating the Law to be the- 
Conſent. or choice of rhe people , whence CMarins a . 
xd C : 


222 
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that-great Lawyer, defining the Law, fab, itis , ExpreſaCi- 
vium Conventio;, and makesthis the Reaſon ot their obligation, Li- 


De principaty, gatmr Populus legibus ſuis, gue patts (convent, que vere ſunt 


ttb.x.þ. 3536 leges ; whence T heodoſeves t | 
Rome, doth declare conſenſus nniverſornm, to be the formality of 


Inftin.Cod, nx. 


: Tit, I 7.Ltx. 3, 


> 


\ 


e Emperour, writing to the Senate of 


thoſe Laws that he would eſtabliſh; to which our. Hollingſhead, 
and Sir Thomas Smith before mentioned , doth. fully afſent and 
- concur, as likewiſe Forteſcxe, who makes the King te be 4s the 
Miniſter in Marriage, Who may eftabliſh and declare it, but 
the conſent of parties gives it being , and the common Diale& 
- of our own Statutes being , the Aſſent of the Lords and Com- 
mons, and Authority of Parliament, wich no leſs frequency than 
the Aſſent ofthe King; and that. the contriving, debating, fully 


forming, by frequent — ſerious conſideration, and full di- 


ſputes, is the peculiar work 0 the two Houſes, whilſt a A7inifte- 
rial Declaration ( though ina Dialect, and form of Majeſty ) is 
theproper and only work of a King , though I deny not a Parental 
power and Prerogative to the King ; Fcannot but judge it more 
chan probable, thatthe proper Paternal power is-in the parlia- 
ment, orat the leaſt in thethree Eitates, and then,Sir,weare un- 
der this unhappy queſtion, Whether ts. obey father or mother,when 
they falling out, colnmand different, nay,contrary things this| 
confeſs isnot more the diſtraction, than the confuſion of the 
Family ; yetcertainly in ſuch an unhappy chance, prudent and 
rational children, muſt, and will cleave to the principal /eg;/ſlarive 
party, who hatha confelled authority. and power to extend or re- 
train,” augment or diminiſh the Prerogative and Miniſterial pow- 
.er of the other, bound to ac according to their appoint- 
ments. 

- Sir, 'Dr.Gandens Appealto the Oxford Reaſons, hath led 
meto this Diſcourſe, and unwilling diſtinRion , but my prayer is, 
and hence-forward ſhall be, that England may honour father. and 
mother; and know no difference ,, for the Caſe is now. altered, and 
this Argument is of no force; as'T. thought I had ſufficiently 
hinted in my laſt; for His 'ate Majeſty -forbade- the A&,but never 
xfumed an Authority to void the Obligation ; and His moſt Sa- 
cred Majeſty by His own ſubjeQion to 1t, Declaration for it, and 
Oath to endeayour the Eſtabliſhment thereof, harh -( as is before 
aoted)-made it valid; and I hope ſuch as call Him Father, 
ard | will 


Th 4 nmne © ©'L&L wer, _ 
will weigh the equity of this Law, Numb. 30. 2, andnoton- 
ly acknowledge their brethren bound = ,. but themſelves be- 
come ſubje&t ro the ſame bond,. which had before a lawful. 
and ſufficient, but now hath a compleat and perfet Auho- 


rity. 


4. Thefourth and [aſt particular in the manner of making ,, 71. peſture 

the Solemn League and Covenant, IS, The attion or geſture of the in making the 
body uſed in the ſmearing thereof to arclare the aſſent. of the Covenant,vin- 
minde-, by which prophane ſpirits do endeavour to reproach dicated, 
ir, for that it was not ſworn after the ordinary manneruſed among 
us, by laying the hand on. the Bible, butby lifring up the hand 
towards heaven, Amongſt thoſe who have- of late appeared 
againſt the Covenant, I find none ſpeaking againſt this geſture , 
ſiveonly Dr. Featlies ghoſt, who (like it ſelf , more ſcurri- League Illegal 
louſly than ſeriouſly ) pretends to Anſwerone Text of Scripture, ?:** 
which he ſuppoſeth to be che only one for defence of this gelture, 
Rev. 10. 15:. The Angel lifted up his hand and ſware, &c. 
Unto which he ſaich-; 7 hat might be a fit geſture for an Angel 
menacing a fatal doom to the world , which yet may not be thought 
ſo fit a_ geſture for men entring into an holy League for the pre- 
ſervation of two Kingdoms ,, It they can, as the Angel, ſtand up- 
on the earth and the ſea at the ſame time : let them imitate the An- 
gels in lifting up their hands whenthey make their Covenant, How- 
ſoever, I think it a fitter geſture, in taking this Oath, than after the 
nſual manner to lay the hand on the Bible , for this Oath and Co- 
venant hath no greundor foundation at all in that Bock; and the 
lifting up of the hand , very well expreſſeth the purport of the Cove- 
nant , whichis a lifting up their hands againſs the Lords Anointed 
and his Church. 

The very tranſcription of this isa ſufficient confutation; Who 
can read it, and not runard read a moſt malicious heart venting 
it ſelf by a moſt weak, head! Sounds not this Argument-like 
Dr. Featley? Sure his Executor thought his name: enough to 

| _—_ acceptable the dulleſt notions could drop.-from his own - 
ain, 

I ſhall deſire it may be conſidered, | 

1, No particular geſture is neceſſary and appointed of. God 
to be_uſed by men, in making Oathi and Covenants, and there- 


fore men have choſen what 


kt ] = 


geſture of the body to them ſeemed 
good to declare the aſſent ot the rind; as Abraham and Zacub,the 
putting the hand under the hallow of the thigh , our Countrey ordi- 
narily uſeth the Laying the hand on the Bible , and kiſſing the Bock, 


- but other Countreys, the holding wp of the _ hand. May not 
© the Magiſtrate, preſcribing an Oath, preſcri 


what geſture ſeems 
him good? They muſt needs be eager bent, who will fight with 
a ſhadow. 

2. »Is thelifting up of the hand a geſture pecaliar ro an An- 
-gel? only uſed in menacing, and when he ſtands on [ea and 
Lend at the ſame time ? Did this man never read nor hear it v- 


fed in other places of Scripture? andon other occaſions? or was 


ie the vehemency or werity of the threatning, and doom denoun- 
'ced, which was witneſſed byitr? What thinks he of Abrahens 
inGen.14.22. I have lift up my hand to God, I will not take 
any thing that is thine.? He wasno Angel, nor threatning any 
judgement, nor did he ſtand on fea and land at the fame time : 
-Or, what thinks heof Zzck, 20.5. 7 lifted up my hand unto 
«the ſeed of the Henſe of Facobh? God was not an Angel, nor 
then menacing ary fatal doom, but promiſing the greateſt bleſ- 
ifings which 7/7ael-could enjoy, If he had pleaſed to conſulc any 
i. 097m 0 ſam dre. p30 that the /f- 
; of wasthe nſual geſture in ſweari Oa 
= - + Arr He would make the World = op Co- 
venanters were inan hard trait to find an-inſtance of this Oe 
ſure in Scripture ; and therefore they flie tothe Angel in the Re. 


on. 

3. HaththeSolkemnLeagueand Covenant no grownd or foun. 
dation in Seriptxre ? Suppoſe the matter of ic be no more than 
-he here fi , ( viz.) The preſervation of two Nations, 
hath this no ground in Scripture > Did he never read therein of 
two Nations joyned in one Covenant, for the good one of ano. 
ther? But , hath the preſervation of the true Reformed 
Religion, and reformation, according to the Word of God , no 
foundationin Scripture; are there no Hiſtorical Relations of Co- 
yenants of this matter? hath the & x wo of the Kings Ho- 
our and Happineſs, no ground or 10n 1n Scripture ? hath 
anity and wmoiformity in Religion, no ground in Scripture ,, and 


#32 noe theſe the mateer of. the Covenant? Can any thipg bur 


hor. 
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horrid impudence, ſay, It was not fit for them to lay their hands 
on the Bible , for this Covenant hath no ground or foundation in 
chat Beok? This Authour might have well forborne this charge, 
who himſelf concedes, that pan2ilio in the manner of making 
this Covenant, which many and himſelf would deny to have 
ground in Scripture, ( viz.) the making it without the Kings 
conſent : For hegrants, that a Covenant ro remove a ſcandal 


- 
- 
. 
2 


and fulfill the expreſs command of God , may be made not only Leigue Illegal 


without, but again#t the conſent of the Prince. If this Covenanc P.20, 


fall not under one oftheſe,nay both theſe qualifications,l have loft 
my reaſon. 

4. With what face can this fury ſay the purport of this Co. 
venant Was the lifting up of their hands againit the Lords A- 
nointed and his Church , whilſt its profeſſed inſcription, is, 4 
Solemn League and Covenant for Reformation and Defence of 
Religion, the Honour and Happineſs of the King : Anſwerable 
whereunto are the groundsinducing to make it : Having before 
our eyes the advancement of the Kingdom of our Lord and $a- 
viour feſus Chrift , the Honour and Happineſs of the Kings Ma. 
jeſty and Hts Poſterity , and accordingly promiſeth the preſerva- 
tion and reformation of Religion accerding to the 'Vord of God, 
and to preſerve and defend the Kings Majeſties Perſon and Au- 
thority ;, that the world may bear witneſs With our confciences | 
that We have no thoughts or intentions to diminiſh His Majeſties 
juſt Power and Greatneſs : Whatever may have been the pta- 
Riſes of ſome wicked men , who ſware this Covenant, it is as 
clear as the Sun, That the lifting wp of the hand for the good of the 
Church, Honour and Safety of the Lords Anointed , was the 
purport of the Covenant it ſelf: And the violent rejetion of 
the Covenant, as an Almanack out of date before the horrid yi. 
olence done unto His late Majeſty , is a manifeſt teſtimony of jr, 
together with the proteſ# of the covenanted Secluded Members 
of Parliament, and of the Miniſters of London, again thoſe pey- 
jurious proceedings : Aslikewiſe, the pablick teftimonies of the 
Atinifters- of the Gofpel to the Solemn League and Covenant, of 
almoſt all the Counties in Er % - —_ it: and the diva. 

ation and captivity of Scotland , the Sequeſtrations , Impriſon- 
= , and Lark of Eye ” England ,; and conteſts n. + pp 
zeal, faithfulneſs, and conftancy , againit all difficulties and darſ- 

\ $ gers; 
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gers,- unto.the veryeffeRing of the Happy Return of His moſt Sa-. * 
cared Majeſty, and rhat in conſcience f thrs very Covenant, do loud- 
ly as it through the world,if the time malice do not deafen the. 
ear in hearing the comment ., that darknedthe eye in reading the 
Text. 

Now,ir, I muſt tell big, the lifting up of the hand might be 
a.moſt proper geſture to the taking ot this Covenant, not only as 
ageſture uſualin ſwearing, and expedient, becauſe expeditious 
in an Oath univerſally ſworn by whole Aſſemblies, but as a ſign of 
Fecial ſuit and earneſt [upplication for. divine grace and aſſiſtunce , 
Lam.2.19. Of Selemn adoration and worſhip of God, prailing his 

eſs that had enclined the heart of the Governors of his pec- 
ple,to bring them into ſuch a Covenant , Neh,8.6, Or of joy and «- 
Lzcrityin ſo Sicreda Bond unto ſuch abſolute duties tending to the 
honour of God, happineſs of the King, and ſafety of true Religion , 
P/.119.48. Andin theſe reſpeRts itisa geſture no leſs ſuitable 70 
men than Angels, and the ſtanding on earth, not ſea und earth at the 
ſame time, performinga duty, and promiſing things required in 
Scripture,and praying mercies and bleſſings, not menacing a fatal 
doom : - etl willnot a | that it imprecated Gods diretal judge- 
ments to"fall on the heads of ſuch as ſhould violate chi Solemn 
League and Covenant , which our eyes have ſcenaccompliſhed on 
ſuch as ſlightedits obligation in the Civil partthereof: AndIcan- 
not but tremble, to think what muſt needs attend ſuch as not onl 
ſlight, bur ſer againſt,and violently break through theſe holy bond; 
in that part which immediately concerneth God and true Religion , 
whilſt we ſce the very manner of making this Covenintis no leſs ju- 
fifiable,than the matter thercin ſworn , and being ſeriouſly confi- 
dered,will not avail to reproach, much leſs to kilcharge the Solemn 
League and Covenant. 


&, Secio Quinta, 
Fifth Prop. The Ambiguities and Contradittions inthe words. 
of the Solemn League and Covenant are imagined,not real, 


TO $ecred ische nature of an Oath, and ſoſtri&-the obligation . 
& thereof, that] freely confeſs pmplicity of raprefſiom, and 


fo. 
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ſoacerity of intention, ſhould continually attendit ;, and ambighuw 
or contradiftory terms do deſtroy the very nature thereof, de- 
ceive men, and blaſpheme God, in making him the Witneſs of a 
fallacy ; yet theſe ambiguicies and contradictions mult be real , 
and inthe very Words of the Covenant, not in the fancy or im?gt- 
- nation of ſuch as in prejudice do decline the Oa:h , nor in the 
intention of him that fweareth, not willing ro be bound , for if che 
words beclear and plain intheir proper ſignificati:s, Or vnlgar ac- 
ceptation, the apprehenſion of the confederates , or the due drift 


and ſcope of the Oath, the Oath obligeth, and mult be carefully p, ;,,m.ore. 
obferved,as Dr, Sanderſon, Grotine, and many others in this caſe dO 6.5:#, 24. 2x. 
teach. P.173z195- 


Some there are who charge the Solemn League and Covenant 
with ambignities and contradittion in its terms, and therefore have 
declined ro ſwear it : theſe (bing had acare to their paſſion :nd 
prejudice) I cannot but commend, confeſling that whilſt chey bur 
ſeem ſuch co their ay NIE mighe well be a 72or4 to their 
a& of ſwearing,and ſpur uncothe ſtudy ofthe Oath to be ſworne ; 
bur ochers plead chem as an Argument to make void the Oach;1nd 
ſuch had need to ſee that there is no poſſibility of underſtanding the 
terms iu a ſound ſence, and making them toagrer amon themſere, 
leſt they be found Students umo perjury : Foraſmuch as the {aft 
have recourſe unto the firſt,let us conſider what ſeemed to the one, 
and are ſince alledged by the other, ro be ambig nous and contr adifto- 
ry,that the one may be juſtified, and the other acquitted-if found 
real,or both condemned if found imag 


The ambiguities that are urged are theſe : Oofnd - 


1. Thoſe words in thefirſt Article of the Covenant, the common 5-5.5 p17. 
enemies, the Maſters and Scholars of ſos docharge with ambig#- League lllegah © 


5ty,but 2(lign no caulz or reaſon for 
hi ghoſt following their exception,cnquireth, whether by common 
enemies are meant the world, the fleſs,or the devil, enemies to all trae 
Religion ,, or Papiſts,and Indegendents,enemies to the Diſcipline of the 
Scotch Charch, 

Unto this exception, Sir,l anſwer : 

The words common enemies, are words in their own nature and 
figniication,oia andcleer to be underſtood , nor do I know them 
to be darkr byany variety of acceptation , they are indeed rela. 
tive terms to be ſpeafted, or particulrlyaffigned by their objes, 
things,or perſans,ſo that: heK ingdows fengland,o profeſſors of true ' 

2 Ree 


e fame, and Dr. Featley 027+ 
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Religion, being annexed to common enemies, as objets of that enmi.. 


ry.doth make its ſence plain and obvious to every-capacity : Ifthen 
common enemies had been mentioned in the Covenant without an 
obje& aſligned,jt might have been an individaum wagum , and ſo 
ambiguons 4s not to be nnderFtood : But they are not left ſo general, 
for ; on are limited with chis poſſeſſive,oxr : The words run thus, 
The preſervation of the Reformed Religion of the Church of Scotland, 
in doftrine ,Worſvip diſcipline and government, againſt OUR COM- 
MON enemies : This Relative OUR,doth limit and expl-in COM- 
MON ENEMIES, andif they will conſider the antecedenc, which 
can be no other thanthe Noblemenr, Barons , Knights,Gentlemen, Ci- 
tizens, Burgeſſes,and Commons of all ſorts,&C.living under one K ing, 
being of one reformed religion having before our fry rv and men de- 
ſcribed by theſe and che like qualinies, and in ſpecial, by one that is 
fully exegerical to theſe terms in the Preface of the Coyenant, and 
diſcharge all imaginable ambigairy in them, (21z.) Calling to mind 
the treacherous and bloody plots,and confÞiracies, attempts and prafti- 
ces of the enemies of God againſt the true religion and profeſſors there. 
of in all places, but eSpecially in theſe three Kingdoms, ever ſince the 
reformation, they will find,that an-ordinary Grammarian would ea- 
fily read this Riddle,and tell them,common enemies, limited by this 
poſſeſſive OUR, muſt mean the exemies of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, es living wnder one King, 1m the profeſſion of one reformed Re- 
lgion, wherein ſome had madea progreſs to be pyrons, others 
were in purſuit of a greater degree of reformation, but all oppoſed by 
the plots,conſpiracies,&c.of hnovwn enemies to true religion, efÞecially 
the profeſſors oe in theſe three Kingdoms ; Now whilſt this en- 
'mity wasnot ſeen þy the Maſters and Scholars of Oxford, itis no 
wonder if they imagined'an amb:gnity in theſe words, Common F - 
nemies ; and Dr. Featley his Ghoſt might hereby have aſſured him- 
{elf that both he fleſs,the World,and the devil, are enemies to all true 
religion, and ſo to reformation,and P apiſts profeſſed enemies to the 
refornied Religion,were here intended, and 7»depengenrs (though 
ſcarcely then known by that name) by their enmiry to the diſcipline 


and orleans of Scotland parts of the true reformed Religion, 
might be accidentally accounted into the number of the Common e- 


nems- 5,10 far as thequalifications before mentioned in reference to 

the antetedent objets of thiscommon enmity,” wilf include them : 

And ſoSir,the words can be of no very dark or l conſtr uftion 

to the one,or to the other, there being no real ambiguity in _ 
| 2, The 
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2.Thenext words charged with Ambignity, are in the ſame Ar-The ſecond 
ticle the beſt Reformed Churches, concerning which the Maſters and Ambiguity 
Scholars of Oxford enquire which they be ? but ( by their leave * pn on 
that is not neceſſary to be reſolved in'or before the taking —_—_ 
Covenant, yet the words are of a plain and clear conſtruction, ma- 
king this ſence obvious to the meaneſt capacity, in endeavonring the 
Reformation of the Church of England, the Word of God ſhall be our 
Rule ;, and ( foraſmuch as many Churches are reformed, ſome mare 
and better, ſome worſe and teſs ) the beſt Refurmed Churches ſoall be 
oxr pattern, ſo that the Covenant aſſerts not which are the beſt re- 
formed Churches, but binds the Coyenanter to the obſervation of 
whateyer Chwrch ſhall appear, and be found the beſt Reformed, as- 
- _—_ ro which he ſhall endeavour EZng/and. may be con- 
ormed. | | 
The next words imagined to be ſo:ambiguous as to impede the _ 
ſwearing the Coventtecin judgement, oo the ſecond Article , F  _ 
and profoundly ſtated by Dr. Fearley's Ghoſt, who: enquires, what <q on fie C2. 
is meant by Charch-Government, 'by Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, Deans, venanc, | 
&c. asif it were not ſo particularly ſpecified, that every ordina- League Illegal 
ry capacity may runand readir., it he know any thing of the late ?:*7- 
Hierarchy in this Chatch + Dr. Gandzn hath appearedno leſs 
willing to ſuppoſe and ſuggeſt the ſame Ambiguities, in bis 4- 
»alyſss, to which I have before Anſwered'in my; Analepſis , and be 
thit hath but half aneye cannot but ſee, that:the very and whole 
frame of Government, by Arch-deacons, Prebends,Chapters, Deans, 
Biſhops, and Arch-biſhops , *( whereby'al# Government. . which 
belongs to Presbytersiin Common, - was engroſled ;: by a few pre- 
raed Miniſters to Cathedral Churches ; and:a 1 Swperiority of 
e 4nd Order above Presbyters, not ordained by God, or con- 
fented to by themſelves, was exercifed.) is utterly to be abglifhed, 
the which is ſo clearly expreſſed, that it can. admit of no-, evaſive. 
Salvoes, + J F 35 4k 0000S DOC nfl? fin 
The next Ambigaity is imagined by the Maſters'and | Scholars, The Fourth, | 
of Oxford, to be inthe fourth Article, - in. the word Malignants, Anbiguiry 4 
and they enquire who are to be accounted Malignants, asit it were op an on 
ſeftin its latitude, to beunderſtood by every mans.private _ "En, 
whilſt it js expreſſely limited and explained in the Article it ſelf, 
ſuch as have been, or ſhall be Malignants,. by hindring Reformation 
of Relegion, dividing the” King from -his people. or one ms, 
om. 
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from another ;, ſothat the Afalignity predicatea, is deſcribed and 
ſpecified by the formality of it ; bur choſe learned men know not 
how tarre the hindring Refermaticn of Religion may be extended. 
To which I ſay, it matters nor unto the diſcovery of @ 4alignart, 
for they will not deny both theſe ro admit majus and minus, if Rev 
formation be hindred, it is Afalignity, which is in degree more 


or Iſs, according to the meaſure of chat obſtruction which is 


Again, they know not what axe meant by the Sypream 7udica- 
rories of both Kingdoms, ſurethey will not pretend to ignorance ir 
the ſignification, . they know well what a 7dicatory is,and where. 
in S{pream,almolt evety Engliſhman knowerh the ſence of theſe 
Romanterms. I believe cheir doubt was,hich be the Supream 7 u- 
dicatories; and the words can be conſtrued no a ac than to 


| meah, theſe to which the ther Canrts of {udgement are (ubjet, and 
from Wh 


Which there 1s no ap pra}; if they. pleaſe to ask Lawyers, I pre- 
ſame, they wilt rellthem, it.is the Parliawent : yet This is not 


necellary3obe known,to the expounding of the words of the Co- 


OxfordReaſons '- Theſe are; Sir, the ambigwans terms; which in the judgment of 


IG +6eP+17z18, 


theſelcarned menare of « dark and dowbtful conftruttion, whether 
really and ith ler rational men judge.: others they do 
ſtick ar, burp the uſe men have made thereof doth occafeon it; 
they well know falſe gloſſes, male! incerpretations, and a trained 
ſence may by wicked men beput on'the plaineft text ; yet it doth 
notloſe irs genxine ard proper figinification,, eſpecially inan Oath, 
wherein ſome menaremling to:wreft- it, With rigexr, beyond its 
feope : 'orhers,co rich t rr0Mt of its 3ft obligation. | ſhall be 
free to tell them, that no Rulesot right tas <4 ll juſlifie che r5go- 
rows ſence pur onthe third Artiele, 5» the Caſe of the King, by Mr. 
Chaloner thoughin a ferch in Parliament , nor the Laxe ſence,pur. 
on the ſecond Article, in the Caſe of Prolacy, by wn Fox Garden, 
ſuch 


though umorhe | of $t. Peters : nor will the words of 
the Coyenanc warrant the one or the other. But OWtres 
are made cn" mers wills, minds,fancics and lufts,not found 
in the words, which are clear and plain to every cotnmon capa- 


.CITY, 
Theſe f 
gined; 


ambignirice ae got mare viſible to have been 1m4- 
any real grouad in the words of the Covenant, _ 
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the ſuggeſted contradiftions in it ſelf , the learned menof Ox- 

ford do charge the Covenant. to be an Oath, in Which one part ts 
contradiftory t0 another ; but with Reverence may tell them,one 

part is confined to their breaſts, orto ſuch ro whom they ſhew it; 0xſord Rea- 
for it goeth notabroad with the Covenant, as will appear in thy 6, 
ww naming of their ſuppoſed ſuggeſted contradictions, which are * **: 
theſe. 

I. Topreſerve, as it is, without change , and yet toreform and 2G 

| | . "gcd On 
a , and not ro preſerve one and the. ſame- Reformed Reli- | © BO 
In what Articles ofthe Covenant thiscontradiQtion lieth, they 
do not tell us,nor can] ſee it : the Reformed Religion in Scotland 55 
to be preſerved,and Reformation of Religion in England endeavored: 
Are theſe oppolitesand contraries? were there not DoErins, 
Wer aneqns Government in England, Which were no 
part of the Reformed Religion? and cannot theſe be altered'and 
aboliſhed, whilſt rhatis preſerved > where then is the- conttradi- 
ion? 

2. Abſolntely and without exception topreſerve,and yet pon ſup- 
poſetion to a the ſelf-ſame rhing eld 2+ Religions 
the Church of Scotland. 

I want,Sir,their eyes to read this contradiction, the firſt part, 
to preſerve,is legible in the. Covenant : but, to extirpate the preſent 
Religion in the Charch of Scotland,l reid not, Oh, but they tell us, | 
it iS 0# 4 /ppoſition,, but 1 ſuppoſe, that /xppoſits0n mult be expreſ- 
wow plain terms inthe Covenant, to make 4 contradiQory part 
FAereor. 

The Extirpation covenanted relates to Popery, Prelacy, Er- 

rour, Here, ; Pr __ —_ - — can we nopore the 

ent Religion of $cotlana to be? t zl br ompurga- , 

Pref for cry ofthem , I know the Undverſicy & fappoſe,* rhe Ro - | 
Were ſome things in the Church of Scotland, which to their thinking | 
did tend to ſchiſm and ſuperſtition : yet they dare not charge it, 
do but ſuppoſeic; andrharnot to be, but tend roward ſuperſtition. 
ad ſchiſm : and they do not affirm them neither to be the Religi- 
on of Scotland : ſuch ſuppoſed extirpation may ſuppoſe 2 contradi- 
fon , juſtly deſerving to becharged to be a /xppoſitum non [uppo- - 


the preſent Religion of lr ne yo 


the Covenants: 


TT "s : .Contradia+. - 
Their next Conradition is as clear a ſuppoſition as this : ro re= G, art 


form the Covenant, , 
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form Church-Government in England and Ireland, according to the 
.Wordof God, and yet to extirpate that we are perſwaded is according 
to the word of God ; here it is viſible, the contradiction is between 
the Covenant and their perſwaſion ;, not one part againſt another 
part of it ſelf ,, how well-grounded their perſwaſion 15,we have be. 
fore enquired ; I ſhall therefore only tell them,jt is nor fair play to 
beg tlie queſtion,and on their own perſwaſion,to arraign theCove- 
nant,asan Oath contradiFory to it ſelf , yet $ 
4.Contradit'® The next is of the very ſame nature,to extirpate hereſie, ſchiſmes, 
on charged on and propbaneneſs, and get to extirpate the Government, We Concerve, 
the Covenant. ,p, nt of which i the chief canſe of all evils, and the reſtoring 
and continuance of which, the proper and effeftual remedy. Sure, - 
Sir, this conceit never ſprung from the Book of Sports , or Bi. 
ſhop Pierce his Somerſetſhire Septuagint on Revels and Church- 
Ales, which are more clearly contraditory than the Coye. 


The laſt is of the ſame nature : and a ſuppoſition in their own 
5-ContradiRi- breaſt, to preſerve the Liberties of the People : and yet /. nbmit to the 
on charged on. ;,9poſet;on of this Covenant not eftabliſhed by LaW , = impoſed by 
the Covenanc. jult and ſufficient Authority : butin what wordsof the Coyenanc 

lieth this contradiQtion ? I hope itis nvloſs of the Liberrie of the 
Kingdom,to ſmear that we Will preſerve the Liberties thereef , -Who 
everrequiresus fo to do? for the ſwearing of anabſolute duty, is 
but a poor acknowledgment of Authority. . | 

We muſt Sir,ſee more dark and doubrtul expreſſions, and plain 

and clear contradieory terms in the Solemn League and Coye. 
nant, before we can judgeit really ambiguous or contradiftory , or 
conceive mens clamours to ſpring from any thing more, than their 
own paſſionate fancies , and prejudicate. opinions,” whoſe [uſts 
lead them to wiſh it were ſuch , as they cannot charge it 
to be. 


The Fafing of 31,Poters Fate: 
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Seco ſexta, 


Propoſition 6, The Solemn League and Covenant, for its 
qualitie, and in Reſpet? of its obligation, is Publique and 
| National, as well as Private and Perſonal. 


bu rs Dr. Gazdes in his attempt to looſen St, Peters bonds, ( us 
) he judgeth che Covenant tobe ) was willing to render the 
Covenant tob2 in referenceto the matter thereof ; 4 Religyns 
Bond declaring a ſence of dgtie to God, the King, the Church, their 


Co:ntry,and the Reformed Religion,co make men more ftrifty ſen- Page 14. 


ſible of the ſacred, and civil obligations refpeftively due wnts them , 
that ſo they might be more ready to diſcharge them in ther places 
and callings; and hereby he doth eſtabliſh the oblightion thereaf ; 
which, he not finding any way to avoid, doth endeoyour to limir, 
and contra& into anatrow Room and Compaſſe ; ſuppoſing the 
ſubje&s thereof to be few, very few, and thoſe private men in theur 
Lahti 7 19 ſo — ita Relig 105 Bond rg pr i- 
rate men,and ſome party only of the Natwns{pontaneonſlytook nyo 
themſelves, in {ence LA: bs wo wire ov of the 
Covenant unto private capacities endeavouring *to'.abſolve them 
by a power which, he ſaith, isin themſelves: or to quiet them with 
2 ſuggeſtion of impoſſibility co accomplith their particular pro- 
miſesagain{t the purpoſe, and current of the Nation : hoiv judict- 
ouſly he hath managed the ſame, Thave already ſhewed iri'ty'St, 
Peters bonds Abide , wherein, -I did among things, fi 

my apprehenſion of the Covenant, in reſpe& of the extent of irs 


obligation,to be Pub/ique and Nationall; I expe&ed ſomething ro Page 31. 


have been ſaid by the Dr.againſt chat ſuggeſtion; and the grounds 
Prem an bur Fre ones ya 1c Do«bts and 
Scraptes tranded into the wo ts Ep! red to your 
and my conſideration; he doth adhere to his own notion Arche 
nature and private perſonal ebligationof the Covenant, not urging 
one Reaſon for it, or anſwering any thing urged againſt it ; how 
ingenuouſly this isdone by a (har preſumed to releaſe 
from the | TT ae the world judze: ah wn 

Ss chere 


bi ſemel de- 


cretum Crit 


omnibus, id e- 


tiam quibus 
ante diſplicu- 
crit pro bono 


arque utilifce- ' Fi 


dere defen- 
dendam, £zv, 
dib.32, 


© The Faſftning of St, Peters Fetters, 
rherefore conſtrained to ſpeak out , and more plainly to affert 
what I was deſirous only.to hine, and generally ſuggeſt ; hoping 
thereby co have produced ſone ſerious diſcourſe , which mighr 
have acquitted our Nation, or have affz&ed them with che Oarh 
6f God which abide; upon them. $3 A IROITOIM 
When Sir, I ſay, the S5emn League and Covenant is P»blich, 
and National, Iincend by it that which Civitians and Caſuilts do 
ordinarily call Real, and as they oppoſe it unto privare or p-rſonal, 
becauſe i Teſte: b not in any individual perſors, or particular pri. 
vate number thereof ; who may ſoon periſh, and ſo the oblizarion 
paile away with them , or be ov-r-poawr-4, and fo pur into an im- 
poſlibitiry of doing what they had ſworn : ( as was Saalin the caſe 
of Jorathans Keſcae ; and the men that confederated again(t 
Payl ) the breach whereof ſubje&s onely thoſe individual perſons 
unto the guilt or puniſhment of perjury, in non-effe&ing, or en- 
deavouring the thing covenanted : bar abiderh fixed /x things and 
capacities, which continue and abide under all mntatirn of p:r(ops, 
and (o paſſe apon all perſons whatſoever,n al after ages, ad infinitun 
(if the Covenant be not limited ) who ſhall ſucceed into thoſe 
things, places, or capacities; and ſo binde all p:rſons therein con- 
cerned, whether inveſted, ar repreſented by, and ſo involvedin 
the ſame, untp'the fincerafakblubdilizenc,and couftant perforne- 
nance ana prerſmit of what 1s rherexwpromtf 4: andindenial,or de- 
feR thereof, ſub jetlgthem unto the guilt and puniſhment of per fury, 
ſo that rhe gEnerations who never perſonally {ware theCovenanr, 
wr inco.the. capaciies of 'their Progenitors, are bound 


ugtothe: performance 'ofche Qarh,and ſhi} be puniſhed many 
hunirgds. of. years after-ic was mak and May be)ſone years af- 
ret it was violated , in caſe of the breach of it :for'ſo lon2 as the 


| publickgapacay ;continuzth , theperſons which ſucceed into it, 


ſucceed, alſo-into the: obligatiq9 which lierh upon ic,.and the va- 
riation af periqns, yrigeth not the Oath : ſuch;is the; Oathof any 
vai of parphr, whether aGity. or Nationywherein the publich 
f-h of that budy . iPaliticky) 4s engaged ,;;and muſt-be' main- 
rained, il Y SE LILLY 

irt, hether it be done bythe uai virſalityof the people themſelves, 
*in yoich all fingulars are ſuppoſed to confederate: though ſome 
f:w may nor comglje,ye ole F-warg;includeditn, andbaundby 
the yniverſaſitie acco:dingy that Rule, Ub: univerſ,1b; & fn- 


gals, 
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ult,nam fnguli congregati vel in ſumma reputati facitunt #niver- 
+ :The univerſality is made up of the fingular perſons:ſo in aC6t- 


poration or County, the Y»-wer/ſality chuſe Members of Parlia- 


35 


Y . 


ment, or Magiſtrates confederate, though ſome ſings'ar perſons be : ata Civium 


not preſent nor vote inthe Negative, and ſo perſonally.conſent, 
yec a re politically obliged. 
2. Or whether u be done by the colleftive body of the Prop'e wha 


ublicis conh- 
is habita eos 
obligabunt qui 
alirec ſenſe» 


repreſent chem,in their names,and at their appointment,not tran(- runr.Grot.bet. 
ating all affairs as did the Senate of Ryme, in rzfgrence to & p<p.516- 


which Sa/sſt noteth , Senatns ut: poterat decrevit, ſuo atque populs 
injuſſo nullum pm: ſie facdus fiert,, the Senate decreed, for if chey 
or the people had gain-ſaid it, there could be no Covenant ; 
and in this Co'leQive body though there may be many diſ- 
ſenters; yet by the Oath and A& of the majority themſelves , 
and they whom in that capacity they repreſent, are bound; 
according tothat rule, Caxtms qurliber non minus quan perſona fingu- 
larts ins habet ſe o'big ande, p r ſe aut per majorem ut partem. Thus 
was {ſra#{ bound by the Oath of the Princes paſſed unto the G ;- 
beonites, ſo that although the people knowing ir, muttered and 
murmured again{t the Oath, noone durſt offer violence unto a 
Gibeonirz, and when Sa/ in a well meant zeal did preſume to 
do ir, the Faith of /ſrael was violated and avenged by a Famine in 
the time of David an innocent perſon, until expiated by che hang- 
ing Sas ſons three hundred years afcer the Oath was made , and 
when many generations who conſented nor unto it, had returned. 
. Or, Whether it be done by axy ſingle perſon, as the King, but 

in the name and on the account of the Kingdom; fo that as King 
of fuch a Kingdom , he makes. the Oath or Covenant, - and ſo 
ot-Itgerh che faich of the Kingdom, ard fo the people are inclu- 
dedinir; and th: Covenant doth not become perſonal, accord- 
ing to that Rule, Ar /i cum r:ge contrattums ſit non ftatins perſonal: 
erit cenſendum fads; plerumque perſona pattum inſeritur nan ut 
perſonal pattum fiat, ſed ut demonſtretur cum quopattum faflum /t. 
If the Covenant be made with the King, it is not therefore perſo- 
nal, for a pzrſoni may be inſerted to ſhew with whom the Co- 
venant is made ;j asa Covenant is paſſed by th King of Eng- 
land, to declare England is bound, as it was in the caſe of the &r- 
marEmpire, Im:rator fedus percuſſit uidetyr populus percuſſiſſe Ro- 
manuns & fadere contimetur, The Emperour ſwaregthe people were 
| T 2 in 
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included in the Covenant, and ſuch alſo was the Oath paſſed. by: 
Zedckzab the King of Iſrael, unto the King of Babylon, which 
bound {/rae/ro performance , and brought them under the guilr 
and puniſhment of the b:each thereof. 

' Sir, An-Oath or Covenant is be{t diſcovered by the enquiry 
and caution made,& g'ven byJ«/tin in the caſe of the tributaryCi- 
ties which had obtained retms of the £Medes before the Empire 
was to them transferred, Sp. F.andaum an in convent one fidem Medo- 
rum clegiſſent. Whether they had engaged the faith of the Medes; 
andif he Covenant-were ſo ſworn in a pub/:ck, and N ational ca- 
pacity,that the faith of the Nation were engaged; all perſons and all 
ages,ſo long as it continueth a Nation, are obliged by ic,and mult 
carefully _—_—_— ic;or expeR to plunge themſelvs under the guile 
and puniſhment of perjury : the Oath' Regal being founded- in 
ſua natura, a ſubjeltum permanens, a ſubje& which ceaſeth nor, 

however it ſucceedeth unto, and is adminiſtred by different per- 
ſons,ſo.that in this caſe,as inche caſe of the holy-wars,it was gene- 
rally granted: every League with Chriſtians did bindChriſi tans who | 

did not perſonally confederate , becauſe the faith of the Chriſtians 

was engaged;ſo every Covenant of England, engaging the faith of 


186: 


E »gland,doth bind all preſent, and future peoplein Erglard,whilt 
Eng/and abides a Nation,and cannot be avoided, though obtained 
by Fraud, as that of the G:beonites, or by force,as that of Zedekiah, 
which we have before noted;nor will am any thing, astotheir 
excuſe,or apolovy, for not preſerving 4 #ing the things pro- 
miſed in he Colpoanty to plead / yp ON = Father Fed 
rook ir, but the Generation is dead and gone who [wave it unleſs they 
can divide themſelves from the Nation,and bury the Natiox in the 
Tombs of their Progenitors; nay, though there ſhould be a muta- 
tion of the form of the Governraent,and Adminiſtration thereof;: 
yetif it abide a Nation, its National Oath will bind according to 
De jure bel, the Reaſon Grotus layeth us down, Etiamſs ſtatus Civitatis 
expar. lid. 2. 77 Regulum mutetur ; manchbi: fadus quia mantt idem Corpus , etf6 
cap-3 6.P2-256 aneato capite ; the ſame body politique doth-yer continue : unto 
ſuch as ſuppoſe the death of perſons to make vad the Covenant , T 
would tell them what Zivie ſaid in the caſe of- the Romans, 
they ſware when P: YValerius was Conſul, rhey wonld aſſemble 
the command of the Conſul he being dead, L. Quintins was 
made Conſul, and call:d the Aſſembly , they begin to cavil and 


| 29 Mufng of 57, Peters Fries, 
queſtion'whether they are bound by their Oath, be being deid: to 


whom they. made it, Et nondum h4c que nunc tenet ſeculum, neplis. 


gentia Denm vencrat;, mc interpretandt ſibi quſque jus jurandum ; 
& legts aptas faciebant ,ſed ſuos potih mores ad ea arcommodabant 
This negligence of God hath not lo > poſſeſled this Chriftian 
world,that men ſhould make unto th ves the interpretation, 
or rules of obligation of an Oath; unto which they ſhould rather 
ſquare their converſation, whilett if it be 4 real, publick , and Nas 
tional Oath, the perſons (wearing,and ſworn unto, may paſſe away; 
and yet (as in the caſe of the Gzheonztes) the obligation paſſe roall 


polieriy- 


Sir, I am ſufficiently convinced that if private men,and indivi-. 


dual perſons who have ſworn the Covenant,will make confcience 
of the Oath of God jou them; there can be no probability of a re= 
turn, and re-ſtabliſhment within the compaſſe of, this age, of the 
evils we have ſworn to extirpate,they being focked under a moral 
impoſſibility of re-admiſſon or,continuance, by that publick Par= 


liamentary capacity into which many, who have ſworn the Cove- - 


nant, are at this time reſolved;and in which they cannot but know 


themſelves bound to endeawenr in their plates,and caltings with all 


ſincerity,reality,and conſtancy to extirpate the ſame, and for that v: 
cthers,and choſ not a few,as Miniſters of the Goſpel, are bound rs 
the ſame in their capacity, Iam ſure the CM i2iſter ial rebukes,and 
confutations of the one, and publick Parl:amentary debates of the 
other,will lay a very great remora unto their return : and his moſt 
Sacred Majeſty (ro ſpeak it with due dread) being in his place 
bound from his Royal aſſent thereunto, I preſume wilt not only 


aw from propoſing to him anyLaws that may reſtore any'Sfchem, 


bur put an abſolute moral impoſſibility on the preſent paſſmg of a 
ny Law to that purpoſe, : 

Yer,Sir,when I obſerve many carnal Policicians, careteſſe Prea- 
chers Court Divines, and temporifing Covenanters, ſugzefiing 4 


»ellity on the Covenant and ſpeaking outy that it i5 void,and non-obv . 


l;ging bythe reaſon of the paxcity, (which they ſuppoſe nor ro be 
a fourth part of the Nation )who ſware it, or at leaſt, unto ſuch as 
never took it ,which may not only be many perſons now living, bur 
the whole Generztion fince ſpringing up z or that the Power and 
Amthoruy of the Nation(whom hey do not a little provoke there-: 


| unto) ; 
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unto) may by their publick Edit make it void; I ſee it to beapla'n 
caſe of conſcience, and neieflary to be reſolved, whether the So- 
lomn League and Covenant be private, and perſonal only binding in- 
dividnals, or real, publi Tue and National, binding the power , and 
body politick.of the Natto £ e7e 
And, Sir, on ſecond ts, and a ſerious ſurveigh of the So. 
lemn League and Covenant,I cannot but obſerve,and ſee clearly, 
that firſt E matter therein Covcnanteds publike and national, rela- 
tingto the kingdom under its C:vil,R eligrous, and reformed cone 
ſideration, or capacity, being the reformation and d:fence of Religi- 
on under a nationzI profeſſion, and the honour and happineſſe of the 
King, privil:dges.of Parl.ament, and libertics of the Subjefts, and 
the like 'concernments, no way proper for perſonal,and individu- 
al, private Oaths. 
2+. Theſe matters, and this form of ſecuricy to them, were co-- 
ſul ca, agitated, debated, determined, concluded, ana agreed unto,by 
| two diſbinft Nations; agreeip$in the general capacities which did 
relate untothe matter thereof: and that in their w/? pablike c apa- 
cities, and by the indiſpurable,moſt full, and formal colleQive b 
diesof both Kingdoms, the Parliament, though defe&ive, in thar 
part which was moſi.neceffary to eſtabliſh a Law, then indent a 
Covenant, which didmoſt eminently conſiſt in the conſent of the 
people, andbody of the Nations, , _ "ay 
- 2. The termes ſhewing the capacity in which it was ſworn, are 
general and National, as1n the very words of the Pretace , We 
Noblemen, Barons, Knights, Gentlemen, (, Unzus, Burgeſſes, Mi- 
»iſt:r5 of the. Gofpel, and Commons of all ſorts, of the Kadewe of 
England, &c. bythe providence of God living under one King, and 
being of one reformed Religion, ſo that all ranks and orders 
of men , however dignified, 'or diſtinguiſhed among them- 
ſelves, yetunitedin.this publike capacity, rhe ſbjefts of one King 
and of onereformed Religion, and in that union univerſally ſware 
the Covenant. $ 
4.The end and [copy of this Covenant was R:al, National, and Pub- 
like;and only Perſonal, in relation thereunto : as 1s evident by the 
profeſſed grounds thereof, as having before our eyes the true pub- 
liqn: liberty, peace aud (aftty of the Kingdoms (wherein every ores 
private conds.19 # included )a ſence of the EN & 
| he br Ah | ahce- 
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dangerous eſtate in which the Kingdoms rhen were ; and by the 
_ ends propounded almoſt in every Article thereof which relate 
tothe K1»gdomr, and our Poſterity, and cannot be ſecured, if the 
Oath benot Narional, as in Article the Firlt, that we,ard our Po- 


fterity after us,may as Brethren, live in faith and love, in Article 


the Second,that the Lord may be one,a+d his Nam: one inth: three 
Kingdoms, InArticle tneThird,that therwoKingdoms of Eng'and 
and Scotland,may remain conjo ned 'n 4 firm peace,and union to all 
Poſter ity. And by theSixth Article, iris declared to concain init a 
cauſe which much conrerned the good of the Kingdoms; and in the 
concluſion thereof, is a wicker of ſence, and ſorrow fur rhe 
fin of theſe Kingdoms, diſtin from our own ſins, the which do 
Joudly proclaime the fcope, hd intent thereof to have bzenNa- 
ttonall and pu*-Iique, 

5+ This Covenant was ſworn by the Nation, or Kingdom, 

I. (olleftively,by the body of the N tions, regularly aſſembled 
and confiitured, 1n the moſt full, andcompi?ar Aﬀembly; thar 
could, and ever didrepreſent the ſame, in allaQs andag rations 
truly Real aud Nationa!, viz, The P:rl:ament confifting of Lords 
andCommons, 8 that in their publique capacity as a Parhament, 
theHouſz ofCommons ſſembled 1 heir eſe. irrthe forma- 
lity of the body vfcheNation, wich their pedkgr before them;went 
unto SC. Mfirgarers Church in W/ftminſt.y, and there with the 
greateſt ſolemnicy imaginable, did'as rh; repreſentative body of 

the Kingdom,ſwear this Covenant; which-as afurther reflimony 
chat it vv £4 Ntrional 'Covenam, they ciuſed, ro be ptinted with 
"their nam Jlb(cribyd and'co be hanged upin all Churches, and 
in their ownHouſe;4#2 compaſs whereby ( in, conformity to- right 
Reaſon and Rzligion ) to ſt: er their then debates, and» aiftate ro 
all that ſhould ſucread thro thar place, and'capacity, what oblig as 
:ion'did before God lie pon the boty of this Nation. 
' 2, © Tewas u;+ſally (woryfoy the 20pl2 ofthis Kin2dom,ſo- 
femiily, Aſfem| fd th rheir patficulitplacgsof conyntion;alli6- 
ver the Kinzdom?5 all TrHonFofperionsfromwlsh'eth years old 
and u>ward, andthar,nor atthie't own willand $iddy bumour;bat 
at th: Command ard by th! Anthwrity of Payliam. nt, who-ineheir 
place, and.ia thebehalfof this Nation,” having jud4d':/ afir and 
excellent means to acrhuritf the* faviur af God towards the three 


K! ng- 


Ordinance of 
Feb.5.1643, 


Vid, ordinanck 


enJoyning, the : 


taking of the 
Covenant. 


Dejure bel. 
CX PAl,2F6» 


The Hifſtor 


. The Faſppine of 01 Peters Feitgrs, 
Kingdams, did orderir ro be univerſally iworr.e ; and certainly 
wholoever will but well weigh che dicections given, and duly exe- 
Cacedin the cendring of the Covenant, in all Counties,and Pariſh- 
es;by.every individualMiniſter to eyery individual Congregation, 
and taken by all perſons,religious, milicary,or civil,enforced with 
arguments which might convince conſcience in the ingermous,or 
con(traine the a& from the peeviſh or perverſe; and accompained 
with the greare{t extention concomitant imaginable ; he-cannor 
but ſee a much more then the fourth part of the Nation did fivear 
the Coveninte, It the ſeveral Rolls,within the ſeveral Pariſhes, 
andPreciv&s of thisKingdom,in which the ſeyeralNames of ſuch 
asdid ſear theSolemnLeague andCovenant were engroſſed,may 


 beproduced ; It will be found notwithflariding the many fingu- 


lars, who may now renounce and ſay they did rot take the Cove- 
nant,it was {worn by the wntverſality of the Nation, And I hope we 
who have,ever bzen judgeda free people,tied by no bonds but ſuch 
asWe ley pon our ſelves,may be allowed to bind our ſelvts by an 
Out; and ſo make ic Real and National, accordingto that Rule, 
and Reaſon.of Grotius: 5S: qu; d:m populs liberto attum ſit dubinn 
nou e(t quin quod primittityr [ni natura reale ſit. _ 

3... Theſplemn League and Covenant hath been rarified, and 
rexdred National, by his moſkſacred Majeſty, unto all ſuch yho 
apprehend the confliturion ofthis Nation to be merwm inuperinm , 
an abſoluteMonatchy,wherin:theKing hath ſupreman proteſt ater, 
& whoſe profeſſed loyalty leads them to fubje& themſelves to all 
manner his Majeſties concelſions, and concluſions, and that by a 
ſeries of mulniphed acts, as þ1s Majefice agroemes with the. Scots 
« Bredz, where he graciouſly condeſcended to his SubjeRs, by 
SolemnOath to publiſh &teſtifie his approbation,of the ſolemn League 
CC yvenant;and at bis firſt arrival intoScorland,was pleaſed to ſub- 
je& unto the ſame bond in which hisSubjeAs were engaged,and to 
ſwear the ſame ſolemn; Ltague and Covenant : And again at his 
royalCoronation at Sceav inScrrlaxd,on the firſt of Fawnary 1651, 
was Graciouſly pleaſed over and abovethe ordinary, and ſolemn 
Oath, peculiarly belenging to him as King of Scot/andzin his moſt 
publique capacity,to ſwear the ſolemnLeague and Covenant,and 


of Charles rhe this Oath, in behalf ofhimſelf and his ſucceſſors, + 
ſecond 75, 76 J1Chatles King of great Britiain France and Ireland, do a 
TW: an 


"and declare by my ſolemn Oathin the preſence of the Almighty God, 
my allowance and appPobation ot the National Covenant, und of the 
ſolemn League and Covenant above-written, and faithfully cblige my 
ſelf to proſecute the ends thereof in my ſtation and calling, and that 7 
for my [ elf and ſacceſſors, ſhall conſent and agree to all Atts and Ordi- 
nances enjoyning the National Covenant, the ſolemn League and Co- 
venant, and fully eftabliſh Presbyterial Government , the Direftor y. 
for Worſhip, Confeſſion of Faith, and Catechiſm, in the Kingdom of 
Scotland ; as they are approved by the General Aſſemblies of this 
Kirk and Kingdom ; and that I ſhall give my Royal aſſent to Aﬀts 
and Ordinances of this Parliament, paſſed or to be Paſſed,enjoyning the 
[ame in my other dominicns, and that 1 ſhall obſerve theſe in mine own 
prattice and family, and never make oppoſition to any of thoſe, or en- 
deavonr any change thereof. | 


_ Inthis Oath,it is worth obſervation that the Royal aſſentis given 

unto the ſolemn Leagur aud Covenant and Divettory for worſhip,Comn- 
feſſion of Faith and Catechiſm , and Presbyterial Government , as 

things done in purſuit thereof, 2. , That the Royal aſſent is de.. 

clared unto, and aſſured to begiven in formality unto 4&; and 

Ordinances of this Parliament ( ſuppoſed to be then in being) 5» 

his other dominiens paſſed by them, for the Covenant and other 

things of Religion ſpecified. 3. Thar this he.was pleaſed ro do 
as King of Great Britain, France,and Ireland, his moſt Royal and 

pablick capacity, and rhar for himſelf and his ſucceſſors: upon 

theſe conſiderations I could be- glad to receive the judgment: of 
the learned in the Law, whether the Roal aſſent any way,or by any 
expreſſions or Att publickly made known, be not ſufficient to make 
an Aft of Patligment a perfef# and compleat Law ; the equity of the 
ſtatute gf 3 3. Henrie the third 2 1.Rendring the Kings aſſent wnde; 
his ſeal expreſſed, to beas valid and effeual to allintents in Law, 

as if he had been perſonally preſent, doth ſuggeſt a groundfor 
this enquiry : for I conceive an aſſent by ſolemn Oath,to be a more 
Real Royal political preſence that the tranſubſtantiation, or his 
Real Preſence under his Seal;batthat I may keep within my ſphear, 

I preſume none will deny this tobe Zre civili and divino, before 

God and men an eſtabliſhment of the Solemn League and Cove. 

nant,to oblige the SubjeR : and the _— if it be obſeryed that 
: Ab. 


Declaration It Was done deliberately, and ſd profeſſed and enforced by 4 moſt 
fromDenfirling pious Declaration of His Royal pleaſure, conjuring the enmity a= 
Aug.16. 1650. gajuſt the Covenant conceived in any His Subjetts in any His Domi- 
nions toceaſe : His Majelty being reſolved to have no friends but the 

riends of the Covenant : Grotius layeth us down twocaſ:s, wherein. 

the Ac of the King doth bind His SubjeRts; they both ſquare with 

thisour caſein reference to the Covenant, the one Conrrattrs Re- 

gentium 6bligat ſnbaitos 4 agry habeant rationem,ifthe Coye- 

nant carry a probable reaſon, tet ſuch as plead His MajeHty had no 

probable way tocome to His ri nn be enjoyed by Hus Subjetts, but 

by qrelding to theCyvenant;| ( which God indeed hathuſed as the 
principal means to that effe& now graciouſly pa + )tdll us, 

whether it wasa:moſt probable reaſon of good tothe Nation, The 

Grotizes de jure other caſe wasthis,# adſit, & populins ipſe vilt obligari quo caſy, 
bel. & pa.liv. 2+ ſui jurus eſſe inceperit, & > he 1pm popnli capita, ubligabuntar : 
©2P-14-235% nam quidpopulus liber comraxiſſet, obligaretur i qui potce remnum 
phiſine jure acciperet, where the people are willing to be bound ; 

of which in our caſe let the agitationsof. both Parliaments in both 

Kingdoms witneſs. 


It will,Sir,nothing relieve this AR of His Majeſty,to plead, * 7: 
* was below His Real Preregatve to Covenant with His oyn $ub- 
* je&5, hadir beenwith anenemy, we admit and confeſs we were 
* bound by His'AR, but'by His Royal Power He may abſolve Him- 
ſelf from ſo vile av Obligation made to His Subjets, : In thisc fe]: 
muſt indeed confes, His Royal Prerogative may provides His Aa- 
ft from-a coaftion unto performance of what He hath ſworn, the 
ſtate.of SubjeRslervingehem void of power to compel : - but jure 
c#vili,and divine, He isbound to performance, and the Subje& may 
by humble ſupplication pray and demand performance of the Co- 
venint, for the condeſcenfion voluntary hath left an obligation on - 
the'conſcience before God and the world : So Gyorias tellsus, Dj- 
Grotins de jur. Ccimms ex promiſſo'& contrattu Regis quam cum ſubditic imit, naſci 
belli & pa.l.,C- 2,27 am ac propriam obligationem que jus det ipfis ſubditis , the Oath 
14-P-233- ofa Kingcovenanting with his SubjeRs, hath God forits witneſs, 
and he is more eminenely engaged roavengeit, becauſethere isno 

humane power that 'may doit. 


; &Noris itof anpmoreforce to plead that His Majeſty was 
* is 


The Kaſtning of St. Peters Fetters, 


* ;n an exiled eftate, and notin the poſſeſſion of the Kingdom,and 
© therefore could not'as King make any Covenant for or againit 
his people : - Unto this Plea the Anfwer is obvious, and it is and 
muſt be acknowledged »s caſe or place can deftroy his Royal ta- 
pacity , forit abideth, and the alteration of his ſeat of reſidence 
will not render his Family an individuwm varum , as Lncan 
noteth of the Roman Senate; Now wnqguam perdidit or do mutate 


[ua oy loco, and Grotizs hath rul:d this caſe, and concludes , 


the fame, Cum rege initum fedus manet etiamſs Rex idem aut 
ſucceſſora ſubditis fit pulſus , j1us enim Regni penes ipſum manet nit « 
cung, poſſeſſionem amiſerit. 1 hope there is jare civil, the ſame 
right and power to give, as to receive, and then ler-the King be 
wkioeii will, his Covenant binds for or againſt bis_ Subjects, and 
ro the ſyorne form -of Worfhip and Diſcipline in His Fa- 


mily. 


Nor is it of any more ſtrength or advantage, to- ſay; 
* His Majeſty was mnder force ,, and thorough the firaits of 
* 'Hts condition, did condeſceud to ſuch nnworthy terms, which 
* He cannot With honour make good: The which ſo much as 
once to ſuggeſt to the World, is an high diſſervice, and re. 
pro:ch unto His Majeſty, leſſening His Royal Reputation, and 
the apprehenſion of Piery , 2mong(t His Religious SubjeRts, If 
DoRor Sanderſon's notion be right Divinity, as certainly it is, 
Pins eſſe nequit qui non ef fartis, He cannot be godly who js 
cowardly ; and his eſteem amongſt men by the rale of the 
Heathen Poet. | 


| Taſtum ac tengcem propoſiti virum 
on civinm ardor prava jubentimn, 


Nen vnultus inflantis tyrann 
Mente quatit ſolida. 


Serious men will' froxjtly withſtand the importunities of 
impudence, and the exe&ions of furious Tyrants : And 1 
ſay, it cannot ayail unto the leaſt voiding of the Coye- 
nant, the matter whereof is found juſt, lawful, and poſſible, 
for all Caſuiſts have concluded To_—_ meth — 

2 oth 


ib. 2.cap, 16, 
P. 257+ 


Horace lib.z, 
ode. 3. 
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" 2a4 | The Faſtning of St, Peters Fetters, 
doth birid, And the Heathen haye amplified the force of an 
Oath, by Regslxs his retarn to his Enemies to be ſlain when: 
he had been forced to make it., on. which Cicero aſſertech, 
Sanderſon de Temporibus illis jysjurandum valebat ; then Oaths were bind- 
juram-pr#l. 5. ing: And Doctor Sanderſon hath concluded, that an Oath 


« Seff.15.0.126. made. not only on light fear, bur a jult and grievous fear, 


Qmalis eft metus captivitatis, amiſſionis omnium beyorum , in- 
wit , Cruciatus, & quod eſt & gofsgwr qofrgdraTr 1p ins mor- 
tis, of impriſonment, loſs of goods, yea moſt dreadful loſs of life 
( which all men muſt confeſs to be a moſt ſtrait condi:ion ) yer 
* pideur you If binds unto performance, | for which he Renders many Re1- 
poſſe boneſte re- ſons , among which cheſe rwo are-of weight in our caſe : * he 
cuſari quod fuit choſe What then, ſeemed beſt. , and ſoit way an, AR of will, and. 
prudenter ele- *. bp received. the end propoſed as the condition of his entring into 
_ \þ cex. that Covenant : Moreover, asI have before noted, Zedekiab was 
rum finem pro- beſiegedinto the Oath made with the King of Baby/on, with the 
miſſum eſt, « greatelt force- and fury imaginable , yet the Prophet was not 
promitrente de- afraid to cry to the King, Shall he break, the. Covenant, and be 
bet preftaripoſt= 1.1;vered ? and both King and people periſhed by chat breach of 


uam conſtcu- 
cas eſt Fo fi- Covenant, 
AM. 
. - Sir, I cannot without ſzd thoughts refle& on cheir ſin and hor- 


rid wickedneſs, by whom his molt Sacred Majeſty wzs reduced in- 
to thoſe ſtriits of condition, nor-ſhallI acquit them.of 5ndiſcretion 
and overmuch boldneſs, who b:ing ſubjects, could dare ro take 
the advantage of a ſtrait condition to pur ſuch rermson Majeſty , 
yet I dare not but adore the providence of God, (who bringeth 
good out of evil; and maketh the rage of men to work unto his 
p_ and many times, ..by wayes-to us prepoſterous, *effe&eth 
© his own holy purpoſe). that did bring bis.moſt, Sacred Maje- 
ſty by theſe ſtraits into this Sacred Bond, which,it is more than 
probable,in an eſtate of liberty he had: never ſubjected to, and. 
being now ſworn, they cannot, they muſt not be ſlighted or vi- 
olated ; but];hope his Majeſty ſhall never wants good Angel to 
be _ Monitor to pay the yows he made to God .in the.day of his 
els. - 


Now 


by 
2 
= 
* 
- 


ME 
tom mng——act— 


The Faſtning of St, Peters Fetters. 


' Now, Sir, I ſay, when I have conſidered the Covenant under 
theſe publick conſiderations, and find ſuch palpable engagements 
made by the people of England, as a Kingdom, and Political Bo- 
dy , profeſſing the 'R gformed Religion , 1 cannot but adhereto my 
former con onal that it /ooks ſomething like a National Obli- 
gation ,, ny, the confluerce of pablick, aſſent and authority , by 
the people collectively and diſtributively conſidered ; and the ac- 
ceſs of Royal afſent and concurrence (the defe& of which ren- 
dereditar firſt leſs acceptable ro many ) leads my conjecture un- 
co a full concluſion, that it i a publick National Covenant, bind- 


-. ingallthe perſons of this Nation ( that ſwear,or ſwear not perſo- 


nally ) and our poſterity. after us,. intheir particular places; and 
all : bs {hill ſucceed into the-publick places, and politick capaci- 
ties of this Kingdom, to preſerve and purſue the things therein 
promiſed, ſo long as it remains a Kingdom, under one King, and 
i the profeſſion of one Reformed Religion, which T pray and hope 
will be, till Jeſus Chriſt ſhall come to judgment; Give me leave, 
Sir,to enforce this, with what I obſerved to be aſſerted by the Lord 
Chief Baron in his learned. Speech unto the late condemned 
Traytors at the Old Baily, You were hound to bear Allegiance to 
your King, yea, though you my not have taken the Oath of Al- 
legiance your ſelves, yet you were bound by the Recognition” of King 
James and His Peoſterity, made at His firſt coming to the Crown 
.of this Realm, by the whole Parliament , being the whole  colleFt- 
ive body of the Kingdom :. Cerciinly they. then a1d their poſteri- 
ties muſt needs be bound; who themſelves have »niverſally by 
the appointmeht andauthority of ſuch who were entrufted for 
them, engaged the Faith of the Nation., though it had been ſuf- 
ficient, if the Parliamentin that publick capacity had only done 
-it; forl ſay ſtill, I ſee nothow they can giveaway our Eſtates; 
or rad fav mn the name, and tothe ſecurity of the Nation ; 
if they may notin our name make Oaths, Promiſes, and Cove- 
nants to bind us and our ſucceeding Governors and Poſterities, 
in ſenſe whereof, I cannot bur deſire all that wiſh well tro Z»g- 
land, tO. conſider the Covenant, the Solemn League and Covenant, 
. for,Sir,as it was no little ſupport and ſatisfa&ion to my ſpirit , 'un- 
der the latecontempt and hortid violations of the Covenant , to 


. obſerve they were the prepoſterous Acts of Selt-created Powers, 
- and Uſurpers on the Peoples conſent , as well as His es 


The Paſtning of St, Peters Fetters, 


Crown, and therefore could not myolvye the Nation in the guilt of 

thar perjury,which our eyes have feen-to fall upon their own 

ſo itis now the greateſt exity in my jealouſte ,that the Cove. 
nant is like to be ſlighted,jf not contradifted ; that rhe Nation is in 

danger to be plunged nnder the guilt and made liable to the puniſhment 
: thereof,by that Juſt God, who will certainly avenge the quarrel of 
. the Covenant ; which God forbid! God forbid! I fay again, 
.Godforbid ! 

To conclude, Sir, this Seftion, leſt youor any others ſhould 

think, this quality of the Solemn League and Covenant, as Pb. 
-lick, and National, to be my own notion, and private particular 

fancy ,, give me leave totell you and them, I can produce more 
than 600. Miniſters ( moſt of whom are yet living ) in the 
. Kingdom of Eng/and, who under their hands have teſtified their 
apprehenſions thereof, under the ſame notion. Such as will pleaſe 
ro take ftri& view of this Cloud of Witneſſes, may at their lea- 


[ure ſuryey the Pwublick, Teſtimonies to the Truths of Jeſus Chriſt , 
and to'the Solemn League and Covenant, and they ſhall - find the 
ſame atteſted by the names of 52 Miniſters of Zondonr, 41 in 
. the County Palatine of ZancaFter , 59 in the County Palatine 
of Cheſter, 41 Miniſters in the Weſt Riding of the County of 
York; who in their Title-page,znd throughout their Teſtimony, do 
.denominateit the National Covenant, 39 inthe County of Nor- 
* folk; $2 inthe County of Wilts, 36 inthe County of Srefford.69 in 
the County of Somerſet, ( which I preſume may make a better Sep« 
tuagint than Biſhop Piercez Certificants ofthis County, for Revels, 
- Clerks-ales,and Church-alcs on the Lords-day, chough they want 
three of the number) 68 in the County of Norrhampren ; 71.in the 
County of Eſſex ; 43 in the County of Warwick, 62 inthe 
Ceunty of Gloxceſter ;, 5/7 inthe County of Salop; and 73 in 
.the County of Devon; who give their teſtimony, and call it the 
Solemn League and Covenant of the three Kingdoms , and inthe 
ſenſe of the National Obligation, they give this teſtimony , and 
thus plead, me find the Covenant is antiquated and banifted, as in- 
tended to be of force during the time of oxr inteftine Watres ,' we con- 
feſt We are amazed at this quirk; we pray the Wars may ceaſe for 
ever ( which yet there ts fear may too ſoon be recalled by God, for this 
trencherous dealing in his Covenant) but we believe no honeſt under. 
Panding heart can be perfwmaded the Covenamt Was intended as a 


Trace 


"Aa f 
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Truce made With God for three or four years , but we ſhall labogy to 
ſhop this Gap with ſome few ſtrong ſtakes, cut out of the Covenant, 
and ſo paſſing through rhe ſeveral Articles of the Covenant, they 
| adviſe, thoſe 

life,our poſterity ,the Lord may dwell -m the midſt of u4,and good of the 
Kingdoms ; whereupon they concude,theſe are nt for a few jears, 
br tor eyer,and affe&tionarely cry outro the Nation, 0h England, 
rurn not Harlot, break not Covenant withthy God ;,, aud the Lord 
keep England from this Covenant-breaking,- and his vengeance from 
his people : Unto this,give me leave to add this paflage out of rhe 
Teſtimony of the York-ſoire Aſiniſters , It cannot be unknown to the 


terms may be viewed conſt.zntly, all the dayes of our Þ g. 18, 


Wu? 


2 9 


Churches abroad that all the three Kingdoms ftand engaged by wergue Pag. 8. 


of a Solemn Leag ue and Covenant, ſworn with hands lifted np to the 
.moſt High God,frncerely,really and conſtantly,by the grace of Goa, to 
endeavour, in our ſeveral places, the Reformation of Religion in the 
Kingdoms of England and Ireland, in Dottvine, Worſhip, Diſcipline 
und Government, according to the Word of God, and example of the 
beſt Reformed Charches, 1hall Sir,add bur one more, and it is that-- 
in which we have all the reſt (theirs being litrleelfe but a concur- 
rence with this)and that is the Tefimony of the Miniſters of our 


own City of London, and they profeſs thus, 1».order tothe Reforma- Pag. 26; 


tion and Defence of Religion Within theſe three Kingdoms ue ſhall ne- 
ver forget how ſolemnly and chearfully the Sacred Leagne and Cove- 
want was ſworn,with hands lifted np'to the moſt High God ; wherein 
The three Kingdoms ſtand engaged joynthy and ſeverally, 6c. Tet we 
cannot but obſerve, tothe great grief of our heart, that this Solems 

Covenant of God hath been,and us daily neglefied,ſlighted uilified,re-' 
proached and oppoſed, even'by too many Who have entred intoit ; and 
ndeavonrs have been uſed whallytozvace #t , ang render it uſeleſs , 

ard that it hath been manifeſtly vielated,to the diſhonoxr of Gad,to.vhe 

prejudSte of a real Reformation, the ſadning of the hearts of Gods peo- 

ple, and pailing down his Areadful judgments upon us , and xpan the 


whote Kingdom. Sir, Twiltſaymno:more, but Epray God Londen p,g. 1g. 


Miniſters may retain, 'or recover their firft ove, and England: 
"Warchmen may remember the loud Alarums they haye ſameumes 
ſounded,and che prounds thereof. .. 


_— = 
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Secio ſemptima, 


Prop. 7. The Obligation of the Solemn Logos and Covenant 
is permanent and abiding never by any humane att or pow- 
er to be sbſolvedor diſcharged, 


g IR, By the per manency of the Obligation of the C ovenant,ue 
4 F mean, rheccontimuince of its Bond on the mind and conſci. 
ences of men, ſothat the SubjeRs thereofare, and for ever will 
be bound to purſue and perform the things and matters therein 
promiſed ; nor is itinthe power of any man, or humane autho. 
rity,to releaſs,2cquit, or diſcharge them from the ſame , bur that 
when, and howſoeyer the Salemn LeaguFlnd Covenant is ſlight- 
ed laid aſide, or violated, by any jects thereof, they ſhall be 
liable _ the puilt and puniſhment-of perjury in the breach 
thereof. | 
This permanency of obligation, and impoſſibility of diſcharge 
doth ſpring from a double cauſe. + 
1. The natureof an Oath, which isa ſolemn and ſerious Appeal 
to, and invocation of God, as Witneſs and Avenger of the thing 
ſworn, and ſincerity of the Subje& ſwearing ; ſoasin caſe of diſſj- 
mulation, falſhood or non-performance ofthe thing covenanted, 
we ſhall be liable unto the guilt and puniſhment of perjury, to be 
irifliced by the God who judgeth righteouſly. 

And 2ly. From the Manner and Form of the Covenant, 
which is abſolute, and without a condition, which mighe at any 
time fail, and ſo cauſe a Ceſſation of the Bond of the Cevenanc 
thereupon dependent ; and is expreſſely exclufive to all manner of 
diſcharge or releaſe, by. any humane Act or Power whatſoever, by 
an expreſs proteſt, That this Covenant we make in the preſence 
of Almighty God, the Searcher of all hearts, with atrucintenti.. 
on to perform the ſame, as we ſhall anſwer at that Fear day , 
when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be diſcloſed; and by a pecu- 
bar proviſion, That we ſhall never ſuffer our ſelves drteftly or 

Indirefth, by whatſoever combination , perſWaſion or terrour, to 
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& divided or withdrawn from this bleſſed union and conjunt? TL 
whether to make defettion tothe contrary part or to give up oxr ſelves 
to'a deteſtable nemtrality in this canſe, which ſo much concerneth the 
Glory of God, Good of the Kingdoms, and Honour of the King , but 
ſhall all the days of our lives zeatouſly and conſtantly continue there; 
Sothat the matter-of this Covenant being, as I have before aſſer- 
red, good and lawful, becauſe juſt and poſſible; "if there were in 
the World any power or perſons ( entruſted with that divine 
Prerogative) to diſcharge the Obligation'of an Oath , we could 
nor receive it, becauſe it is atually and expreſly diſchimed. We, 
Sir, live amongſt Proteſtants who by their very profeſſion do pro- 
reſt againſt all Papal Di/Fenſaticns, and Feſwitical Commnraticn, 
thereupon dependent ; and therefore I need not and to make 
any defercein this cauſe agiinſt the ſame, which would beto ſug. 
gett ſome Proteſtant Divines to be ſo Popiſhly affeed, as to haye 
recourſe to Rome, for relief ag:inſt 2. Perers Reſtraint : I pre- 
ſume,Sir, Eng/ands Biſhops would not be reputed Popith ; hel 0- 
ther ways to diſcharge the Obligation of the Covenant, we have 
none, fav2 the releaſe of Superiors, whichalwayes niuſt be inſfuch 
caſ:s and manner, asare peculiar untorhem , andproper to their 
COgnizance. 


I am not inſenſible, that ſome ſuppoſe to themſ:lyes , and 


ſuggeſt to others a »wllity, or — force of the Covenant, 
by reaſonthit Hi late Majeſty ( of glorious Memory.) 4d in- 
terdift the Af, concerning which it isneceſſary to be enquired, 
Wherher by the Light of Nature, Law of Nations, or Rule of 
Scripture, the Prince, the Political Parent, have fuch full compleat 
Parental Authority over His Kingdom colle@ively or diftributive- 
ly conſidered, asby His inrerdi&t to make voidthe Oaththey pur 
upon themſelves? 2, Whether the Parliaments of England, 
both, oreither Houſ?, can order,determinedireR, and by Patha. 
mentary Authority, enforce a preſentexecutionof thoſe Deter- 
minationsand Orders direed to the Subje& (as we know is, and 
ordinarily hath been praQtifed)) withoutthe conſent of the King > 
And whether the people are not ſubje& to the fame, as being 
Parliamentary Authority, before ———_— paſs irito Laws or 
AQs, to be eſtabliſhed Rules, whentheir being a Parliament rea- 
ſecth> And fo whether an AR done, Sedente Parlinmente,at their 
| X Appoint- - 
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Appointment,and by their preſent Order, being in its own nature: 
permanent and abiding , never to be diſcharged (as is the Obli--- 
gation of an Oath) be not valid , 'though-it never paſs into a For- *© 
mal AF of Parliament , and ſtanding Statute ? 3. Whether an 
extraordinary and unuſual Proclamation of the King, againſt the -. 
Determinations of both Houſes of Parliament, be ( according to- 
the conſtitutions of this: Kingdom ), a full and formal ſuperſ:- 
deascoany a& required to = one by the authority of the Parlia- 
ment then ſitting? 4. Whether his late Majeſty in his Pro. 
clamition of the gth. of Ofeb. 19. Carel.. did by his Royal 
Authority declare yoid and null the Obligation which ſhould be 
laid on any of his pzople agiinſt his conſent >- Or by his Parer.-- 
tal care onely admoniſh his Subjects of its evil, andthe danger he- 
conceivedin it, and fo warn a forbearance_ of it? For Parental 
Admonition, and Authoritative Annulling Inhibition, are diſtin 
AQs; andthel:ſt was in this caſe neceſſary , becauſe the_Col- 
letive Body ofthe Kingdom had ſworn this Covenant. on the 
25th. of Septcmber- before. 5, Whether the Kings after-aſſent , 
and admonition unto a right underſtanding, and Religious keep... 
ing of the Coyenant, danot eſtabliſh it ,, and make its obligation 
unavoidable > And whether after the interdiction ofthe A , his 
Majeſties Declaration , That as things now ſtand good, men hall 
leaſt offend God and Me , by keeping their Covenant by honeſt and 
lawful ways , ſince I have the Charity to belitve ,_ the chief- end of 
the Covenant in ſuch mens intention , was to + abs Religion in 
parity, and the Kingdoms in powe ; Be not a ſubſequent allowance 
ſutable to the equity of that Law in N#mb. 30. and ſufficienc 
to make the Covenant valid, andan indiſpenſable vow ? 6. Whe- 
ther an endeavour in our places and callings be not fo far ſai Pur 
to.the SubjeR, rhat it may be ſafely ſworn, without the conſent of 
the Soveraign , and ſhall bind the conſaence, notwithſtanding | 
His declared diſſent thereunto ? Laſtly, Whether the Approbari. 
on of His moſt Gracious Majeſty that now is, unto the Solemn 
League and Covenant, and the Aſſ-nt unto the Ordinances of Par- . 
liament enjoyning the. ſame , declared -by Solemn Oath and Pub- 
lick Declaration, be not a full, compleat , and formal Authority , 
ſupplying all ſuppoſed defe&', and faſtning its obligation by a full 
Theological , #1 not formally Political Act of Parliament > And 
ſv hath yaried the caſe , and all fancy of the now-obligation of the 


Covenant, . 
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'Covenant., occaſioned by the unhappy diſpute concerning t he Au- 
thority converſant about it'? When, Sir , theſe enquiries are ſeri- 
ouſly , and on ſolid Reaſons reſolved in the Neganve , we ſhall 
conkeld, there-may'be-ſotmedoubrof a diſcharge of the Obligation 
of the Covenant ; and untillthen, it heth on our conſciences, and 
muſt be carefully regarded and performed , leſt the judgments of 
'God come uponus, and we fall under the guilt of perjury. 


Now, Sir, thematter of the Covenant being j«/# and poſſible ; 
the Authority eſtabliſhing it f/l and ſ#fficiext , and diſpenſation 
from the Obligation ofan Oath concluded to be « Popi/h FVanity; 
whapcan hinder our conclufion , that the Obligation of the $0- 
_ League and Covenant is permanent, never to be diſcharged ? 

et Sir, 

Dr Zfohn Gaudes , notwithſtanding his ill ſucceſs in /ooſ6% 
St. Peters Bonds, hath made an Eſſay tor his full releaſe, rho k 
not immedintely by himfelf ( who can ſay no more then what he 
faid at firit, andtherefore ſaith it over again in his Epiſtle to the 
Donbts and Scruples before noted ) yer by his protound allow- 
ance , and judicious teſtimony to the diſcourſe of Mr. Zob» Ru/- 
ſel of Chinkford in Eſſex , the which is made authentick and 
acceptable ro the world aszood Caſuiſtical Divinity , anda clear 
reſolution of this caſe of conſcience , by this ſtamp on the 
Title page, Atreſted by Fohn Ganden D. D. So that, Sir, I ſhould 
be dif-reſpe&ive to my Antagoniſt, if I make not a little ſtay, to 
conſider what is ſaid by his learned Chaplain, though I muſt con- 
feſs it is (o fimple and ſhatter'd adiſcourſe., itis not worth reag- 
ing, much lefs the leaſtof Anſwer-: butI remember my promiſe 
at'the beginning , That / wowld weigh what he conld alledge to 
veid the Covenant , which is his aim and profeſſed end, and 
therefore his Title pageaffirmeth , The Solemn League and Cove- 
nant diſcharged, or, St. Peters Bonds not onely looſed but annibila- 
ted, Anhonourable deſign, anhigh undertaking, an hard enter. 
priſe , to releaſe the conſcience from the bond of an Oath | It is 
wellifthe attempt give us not cauſe to ſee Fronts nulla fides , and 
that the Title is ſtuffed with proud ſwelling words of vanity ;, yet 
he applieth himſelf roche work with ſome agility, as if acculto- 
med to evade holy Bends, and with eaſe to reſolye-the moſt 
weighty caſes of conſciences, I will not ſay by a mnible pro» 
Rb IA faneneſs 


faneneſs tobreak Religious Priſons , and therefore in page 2. of his. 
Book, he ſtates the queſtion,and telleth us :. Fes | 


1 ſhall grant by way of [uppoſition (wie will.be content with ſuch. a 
grant) all that the:moſt rigid Govenantery 6m deſire. of me, excepting - 
one. point ;, 1 ſhall {xppoſe the ſame to be impoſedbycompleat and law- 
ful Authority, to be no ways defeftiwein cincumſtances,, to beclear 
and free from ambignity ,, to be perfeft iu the form, to be ſoundand 
lawful in the matter ; to be pious in the end ; fair in the- manuer of 
impoſing ;, that there Was ne fraud'or violence nſed;, but- that all 
mes took it with due deliieration and freeconſent, by all Which means 
it became a very ſtrong Bond and Obligation upon the conſciences of 
men. 


Sir, This is, I confels,2 very fair grant; if notwithſtanding all 
this,he can Qſcharge the Covenant , by my conſent he ſhall never 
more be brought into durance., but what is that one- point he de- 
nieth-to grant us? 

It is.this, That the Solemn League and Covenant #: (uch' a Bond 
63 the conſciences-of men, that it cannot be releaſed by any humane 
a@ ar patver. Andinoppoſitiontheretro he affirmeth, That the 
[ame Specifical power, or an higher than that which impoſed this' 
Vu npon #5, may: releaſe ns from the ſame either tacitely. oy 

 expreſly; | 


This, Sir, iseaſily affirmed with confidence, But ſo ſimply and” 
ſlenderly proved , thar.the DoQtor hath ſhewed us little of judg- 
mentin his atteſtatiar:to this work,asin his own. Ana/y/is,and muſt 
needs mike nten-obſerye his deſire of Releale is ſo fervent; as to al- 
low and approveany thing: that doth bur pretend to diſcharge the 
Coyenant. 

Thefirſt on-ſet in order to the proof of what is affirmed, is 
by a kindof Preface with relation to the Ordinance, . enjoyning 
the taking of the Covenant, which he ſuppoſeth 254 afide , and 
nat enlivened. into: an At, and therefore he takis it to be dead” 
i» Law, and ſeall hold himſelf free from the Bond of the ſame: 
Bat,Sir,it will abide a Diſpute ( againſt a Router Polititian than I 
jadgeMr. Raſſe/ tobe )) whether His Majeſtiesaſſent teſtified by 

ck Oath and Declaration. , ta the att + 

e. 
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the: Covenant.,: have not emivencd it imto an AR. © 

2. The Ordinance may be dead ww Law, and yet the 
Oath enjoyned by it a/ive in conſcience, for the one hath done 
its workiniayiog chat obli4cion which naw abideth,worketh,will 
wark, and.cannst be hindred ; and then-nothing but ignorance of 
the nature of an Qath,. canlead a'man- to argue the Ordinance. 
which-brought me under itis dead. Ergo, I hald my. ſelf thence- 
formard' free from the Band of the ſame. If St. Peter leap out 
at ſuch Loop-holes,he will be-locked under heavy judgements : Is 
the Priſoner releaſed, becauſe the Warrant isof no more force,zhan 
- bring him.inta Priſon, and.ſecure the Jaylour for keeping! him 
tverem ? | 


Having paſt this Preface, he proceeds to. his Argumentative 
part, and malag.a great puddet about the power of Superionrs over 
their Subjedts W private, Tm avd promijery. Qaths ;, 'and 
mith the inftaxce of Abraham and his ſeruant, 51n-#ht' caſo of ta» 
king 4 wife unto Iſaac, wherein, I ſhall-grantunts him, that in 
all particular promiſſory Oaths, prounded on.cconditien, itis inthe 
power of , whether Superiors or. Equals, to-relaw 
the Obligation, by not exalting'the prrformante';, only T would 
tell him be is miſtakeninlisinſtatee- of Abraham and (hs Ser- 
vant; farthe Oathot-rhe fervant wasnorreleaſed by; any aft of 
Authority in Abraham, but if it had been gelerfed, it had beem 
by a» impoſſibility of effetting the matter ; and therefore the ſer- 
vants quzcy 0m the. peradventnre the woman: will not be Willing to 
follow me into this Land,) was" nov aſupplicite for.an Authorita-- 
tive Releaſe , but aſcrntiny-imorthe-Excent of the Oath , how 
far hewas herein bound? which is-plain by the query-it; ſelf, 2ſ»# 
I needs brings thy ſon again into the Land" from whence thau car 
meſt ?* Qnwhich Parennoterh, that. this was in thef rxanc, 


Prudettia ſingularis, ne jurtt #ifs. de puſſibils;, and therefore J* 4<%inGen, 


muſt telthim,- that I do! not: believe' the farher or buabannd, who 
may eſtabliſtrthe Vow: of the wife'or Child, can atterivard make 
ityoid again; and becauſertre may be-uowillingto learn of me, 
would commend Dr, $axdirſox to be his Tutor , he will tezh 
himone Leffon which confinerk his whole Argument he wrontd 
havemannged; and che Nozion-0n whiclbexdoek bottom its; Saw | 
periorems- ft onpreſſa'conſenſu ſi;. five Antevedentesſrve ſubſequentr, . 


pre- 
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Dc Furam,Pre- promiſſi nn {ebdhi ſemel confirmaverit , non poſſe eandem irritam 


left. ſeptima. " aut obli0 ationem 01 

X -3 # _ s forere, ant obligat ejus tollere. Fj 

9-323. 'By thispoſition, | concerning particular , private., promiſſory: 
oaths , hepretends to pave his way to the grand queitionin hand, 


and as by by Rules in Military Difcipline to make his approach at 

a prick diſtance , .and 24% paige firſt ground , = which 

be ſtands ſo ſure, that he advanceth not one ſtephigher ; bur as if 

* A rude and atwork in * Wakefield Pavement, or hurried about by ſome Fairy 
rough pave- Tance., he-traceth to and-fro at all uncertainty ., but is ill 
20: 5 found in the ſame place unto the end of bis Book; one while he 
he niche \ as Can find no publick, Covenants whereto to compare ours , whichis 
wradirion ſaith, of no moment ; let hum make good his Poſition by Demonſtra- 
by the Devil» tive Reaſon, we'will admit our Covenant to become the firſt pub- 
-_ could Mt lick Preſident. - Another while he keeps a ſtir a the nature of 
ge © thy Covenant, which he will needs have to be inte Formof it, 
, x rvil aud human Creature , ſubjet to —_— tO be taken 
away by men; andthatitis a»Oath, though the Heathen did 

ever make 7uramentom and Religioto be ſynonimous 1n publick 

Contra, becauſe anOath was a moſt eminent AR of Religion, 

at length he ſlyumbles our his notion and fancy in a Parable, and 

purſuerh thar, forgetting: 7 heologia Parabolica non eſt Argument a- 

riva , that Parablesprove nothing ; but proving it to be ver/a- 

rilis materia, ut huc illuc trahi imo & duci poſſint , phabl> to any 

wild and quick fancy, he endexvours to bend it to his purpoſe , bur 

fo.very dully , thar he-cannot but loſe his end. Hetells us that 

an Oath'is x bringing a Trial into Gods Comrt , wherein the - Im- 

Poſer's are the Plan, , theCovenanter , or him who ſweareth , is 

the Defendant, and God'is the Fudge, the which makes as good 

Muſick as Aſinxs ad Lyram, all that] read, didever make, not 

the ſwearing , bnt the exattion of the + qhay of an Oath , to 

bethe Suit in Gods Courc; and the Oath or Covenant to be the 
cauſe and ground on which the Suitis brought ; and God as well 

as .man-to' be the Plantiff, and a Party , as well as'a .Z4gge in 

every Oath; by reaſon whereof the Oath can never be diſcharg- 

ed... becauſe .no man can releaſe Gods Right and Intereſt 'in-an 

De fw'm Oath: So Dr. Sawnderſen doth expreſly teach, 7» 7uramento pro- 
Pre. ſept.Seft. xfſorio 1w' rantum' proximo fit obligatioſed & Deo', praſumptio 
4 P15: 214% gprewr mon ferenda efſet, fs terra & cinis aſſumeret potgeatens 
_ | _ follenas 
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tollend; obligationem qua homo obligatur Deo, which quite over. 
throweth his drift and aim , which is, That if men will nat exatt 
the Oath , or be content that it be not performed, God the. Witneſs 
and Avenger, or Pudge of it,, is tyed wp.;, and he will not txpett it, or 
paniſh for rhe neglett of it : But Gods ts are not, mens 

hrs; he that ſwearech binds hisſoul unto the Lord, and muſt 
perform the thing that cometh out of his mouth. 


When his dull Genizz had made a dark diſcovery of this na- 
cure ofan Oath , he pretends to reſolve an ObjeRtion , That when 
the Covenant was adminiſtred ,: the Trial was finiſhed. ( he means 
founded , for the Suit was not commenced till performance be ex- 
acted) and a Bond was put upon the  conſciences of men by the im- 
mediate hand of God:, and therefore we ſay no human power can take 
off. this Bond. | 


Unto this he gives a moſt profound Anſwer ,, which! thwarts 
and a the whole ſcope: of his-Book , and makes itap- 
pear he is rowling Sy/sphs ſtone, which ſtill rerurns upon him, and 
reneweth his labour , his Anſweris, [ſay ſo too, what would you 
have more ? Nothing, for itis enough , yer we muſt be direted 
how to think of him , 7 would not have you think that [have been 
ſtudying all this While to attribute a Pope-like power tomy ſuperiors , 
to diſpence with the bond of an Oath that is already put upen my 
conſcience. No inde:d,1 ratherthink he is ſtudying how to looſen 
a pair of tyring [rons. 


Bur hath he no hole to creep out at, and eyade his Arfyer , 
but thus expreſly overthrow his own deſign? yes ! #/hen what was. 
ſworn 45 performed, we are free-men , wnleſſe the $uperiour' gets us 
»3to 4 new Bond, That is very true, but what doth he infer ? This 7 
all that Texpett , that the higher pewers will not. renew the Oath 
and Covenant , and then that buſineſs is at anend... ButT doubt, . 
Sir, he reckoned without his Hoſt; Hath he performed what he 
promiſed in the Coyenant ? it was thought to be work for all the 
days of his life; . he is ſure a quick Merchant, or is he not ra- 
ther ſo bad a Pay-maſter , that he will not perform any ching fur- 
ther then he is conſtrained, by being haled to priſon? like a Bank- 
rept,, he dreams forbearance is an acquittance, and is ready to 
begun 
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bepm a new core of Covenants, .if.atiy man be:ſo-mad' as" to 


truſt him ;' if he can beſecuredifrom any aew:Bond , this conſci. - 


ence willnever make him'pay the old; be had need to be quick. 
ned, - or otherwiſe the. is reſolved to be diſcharged : - But I believe 


fecondehouphes will make him vo ſce, heh tead topay for the + 


old, before he be truſted for -new when he dreams the Tryal is 
ended, the Suit is bur beginning; what thoughthe'Higher Power 
never renew the Covenant, will that cancel the Bond piven ts 
God? if he axree notwich his Adverfary quickly, he will beciſt 
mo priſon , ''vetity he muſt not.come thence, till. he havepaid the 
ntmoſt Mite, nor wittit make a Plea to the leaft mitigation of 
damages, to'liy, Lord, 24y Sapertiours did never require me 
to nenew the Covenant! His MajeRty 15 like to have Loyal Subjects ar 
Chinkeford, where they are tanght, that their Allegiance being 
once performed, if the King do not cauſe them daily.zorenew.che 
Oath of Allegiance, they are free to turn Rebels and Traytors, 
for ariything they had fwornbefore : This is an _F fex ——-< 
mach cheaper, and-more eaſily to be had than a Popes Bull, if 7 
be not by the umpoſer exacted and ——_—— I am 5pſo 
faFo, releaſed , be fhallnever want Clients. can make 6h 
Releaſes; yet you mu? note, this he manageth with moſt earneſ.. 
neſs and {er1ouſneſs,as reaching the very myſteryuand depth of the Ce 
Denant, 


w 


But, Sir,he hath Salvo's for his Diſtintion, and Reaſons for 
his Aſſertion; 37/hat is picrs , good and lavwful in the Covenant : 
doth ftill bind per vim Pracepti, bt not per vim Juramenci , 
.and if he performs not the contents or intents of the ſame," he ;; 


guilty of diſobedience, but uot of perjury. What a dull Buzzard 


amT? How have fpent my time, -that never learned this Notion 
in Divinity before? I had once a Tutour commended to me 
by Dr. -Chappel, and he makes me believe, the ſoul might at the 
ſame timebe under « Jowble Bond to the fame AR, the ſingle 
tyeof thepgoodneſs and lawfulnefs of the Ah,” and the Cords of 
an Oath or Covenant, and rharthe laft was the ſtricteſt Bond, he 
rortured my conſcience with the thoughts of a: complicated ſin, 
in not doing adury ſworn to/bedone, and theguilrof both, 4;/o. 
I muſt ſureleave him, and take unto Mr 


' Bethence anti. HA 


for; 


F 


— 
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for where we are under a Duty, and an Oath co do it, in'not doing 
it I ſhall be but damned for the leaſt fin;the diſobedierce, nor the 


perjury. 


3 Ut was never yet denied, that in 4 trom:ſſory Oath be- 
tween private prides to whons the promiſe was made, if he 
will releaſe, he mayreleaſe ; if he had for never dire&ed us to 
read ever ; this had been an intelligent obſervation ; for ic hath 
ever been denied, that any man could releaſe the Oh, Dr, Saun- 
derſon denieth it, and Grotiusdeniethic, and I deny it; and there- 
fore they diftinguiſhbetween the Ra/axation of the matter of the 
promiſe, which isto them /«s 7«ris, and the Releaſe of the Oath , 
which is Gozs propet intereſt; I may remir my profit or benefir, 
and yer not releaſe an Oath z by kisleave Sir ,. Ido againdeny , 
That Abraham did releaſe his ſervant , that which he dreames of 
to be a Releaſe, was part of the very Ixdenture of the (,ovenant or 
Oath, that the ſervant might ſee the matter of ic in. irs Exrents bur 
ſpare meSir, what isall thisto the purpoſe ? ir is to be proved 
that theSolemn League and Covenant is ſuch « promiſſory Oath; 
it was indeed agreed, concluded,and conſented unto by two Nari- 
Ons ; butyeriitisnot 4 reciprocal promiſe Each unto other, that 
they may ar any time relax each co'other the whole, or any part of 
the conditions thereof ; but is 4 jozxt Oath or Vow to God, 
mutual Agreement put on the Kingdoms of England and Scot 
and then to follow his fancy, Ge4,and Godonly, is the Plantiff , 
and no Higher Powers of either oy they as Members 
of the Kingdoms are Defendants ; whom God impleads ro per- 
form what they are bound rodo., His promiſe was to prove the 
Covenant to be of the nature of a promiſſory Oath, which mighe be 
releaſed, and this Iexpe&ed ; but I would have him take time e 
nough ro do it in, I will expe& his Reſolution at Doom(-day , 
when the Tryal ſhall be undoubredly ended, and the Judge wiil 
openly declare his ſenrence againſt aH who have broken, or ſhall 
break the Covenant, though not renewed at the commandof the 
Higher Powers. | 


This Gentleman tells the World, Thyt Ar.Crofron wow- 
ders at Dr. Gaudens Logich, in arguing the evil of it, from the 
wunbleſt effefts and cdnſequtnces of the Covenant ; And I think 

Y ? Sit 


W537 


— I - 


The Fafbning of St. Peters Feiters, 


 Sirhe had Reafon ; for Event was mever judged 'a Rule of Equ/. 


Ecclef. 7.71. 


£7; burthe unbleſt effe&s refleRed onthe Covenant, did only 

accompany it, not ſprung from it,as its proper brood, and naturaf 

flue by it procreated, Shall wicked mens reluQa ncy to piety and 

order, or perfidy and contempt of the Oath of God create eyil 

effe&s, accidental ſequels to the Covenant,and it be condemned? 

Sir, this man is ſure half an Arminianand thinks Gods com- 

mand to eAd49:40 have been the cauſe of mans Fall : Is he noc 

rather half an heathen, that in all Tumults, Earth-quakes, and 
Plagues of God upon them, would cry out, Chriſt;aros ad Leones, 
as if they were the cauſe of all ? Let any of them ſpecific thar 
evil in the Covenant, which hath a natural cendency unto theſe 

«nbleſt, or ler him ſpeak out, cxr/t effects; and F will damn ir as 

an accurſedthing :- But Sir, Mt. Crofron did not ſo much wonder. 
at the Drs. Logickin this Argument, as at tns little Reaſon or Re- 

ligion in giving his A:teFF atzonto ſuch an Irrational , Atheologi-. 
cal, Wild, and Wicked Diſcourſe as this is; whit he fears the' Co- 

venanter is righteous over= much ; I would adviſe him to conſider 
wherher the next words do notſuit his ſpirit,as proper for his medi- 
tion-; Be not over-much wicked , neither be thus fooliſh ; why 
ſhauldeFft thon dye before thy time > For Sir ,if I can judge, his 
words are the lan of a Fool, and his Arguments the Reaſons. 
of wickedneſs, and ſ#ch « Releaſe of the Obligation of the Solemn. 
League and Covenant, muſt needs haſten his ruine., 


—— 


CONCLUSION. 


Honoured Sits 


I Will trouble you. no further but leave theſe Poſitions unto your 
ſerious Conſideration ;, 1have propounded them by way of An- 
ntheſis, —_— to weigh what conld be ſaid againſt them; I am. 
Sir fo ſenſible of the weight of an Oath, the ; of Perjury., 
eſpecially on a Kingdom, that 1 could not ſte this Nations. ten- 
dency thereunto in filence, if Sir, 1 have any judgment in Chri- 
ftian Ryles of ſafety; one of the firſt debates in order tothe eſt a- 
——_ of this Kingdom, and Reftoration of this Church, ſhould 
be how far we are under, and obliged by che Solemn League and 
Covenant. 7 would not advance it above, nor ſet it againſt Scri- 


pture, 
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ptwre 3 but muſt be bold to ſay, our Oaths ( being of matter £049 
ſonant. to Scripture ) are ready Diftators ( as well as Spurs ) unto 
our Duty ; and (in things _ humane , morally good, though 
net nece([[ ary ) the compaſs which ſhould ſteer onr courſe ,, I muit 
confeſs 1 cannot but be grieved toſee ſome Tranſattions among it 
1, unto a comempt, nay, — f, the ary 2 » mohe 
but my poor weak papers provoke more le and ſerious Caſurſts 
TT ws Zn , as before Go4, and in the dread of an 07 
ſtate , and ( by right Reli 1045 Reaſon ) to reſolve this caſe of 
conſcience ; though in the Negative I had obtained my deſire, and 
(if 1 know my own heart } none ſhall be more ready then my ſelf 
( when convinced ) © fall downand worſhip, and confeſs God ts 
in them of a truth. 1 uſt Sir,beg your parden wherein 1 appear 
too tedious 3 " weight 7 m_ _ : - number and worth 
of the Antagoniſts, [peak ſomet ing un Apology for mz, Sir, I cons 
Cn you x. 9.) of Gods Holy Spir1 oe pray that you may 
be kept fauthfml and blameleſs, unts the coming of %r Lord Teſws. 


Chriſt. 


